	January

	  
	1

	  
	  
	1903
	The Juneau and Douglas high schools played a football game that may have been Alaska's first.

	  
	  
	1913
	Governor and Mrs. Walter Clark held an open house to dedicate the new Governor's Mansion in Juneau .

	  
	  
	1918
	The Territory of Alaska went dry based on a vote in 1916.

	  
	  
	1964
	The Hawver Building, one of the oldest in Anchorage (built in 1919), was completely destroyed by fire.

	  
	2
	
	

	  
	  
	1917
	A fire wiped out much of the business district in Valdez .

	  
	  
	1959
	President Dwight Eisenhower approved the new 49-star American flag design, with the 49th star for Alaska.

	  
	  
	1966
	St. Michael's Greek-Russian Orthodox Church was destroyed by a fire that wiped out much of Sitka's business district.

	  
	  
	1969
	An early morning fire destroyed the broadcast facilities and the record library of KIFW-AM in Sitka .

	  
	  
	1979
	Sohio Petroleum was given the go-ahead to build a gravel island near Prudhoe Bay for a drilling pad. An injunction request, made by the city of Barrow and villages of Kaktovik and Nuisqut, was turned down.

	  
	  
	1979
	Anchorage pilot and passenger landed safely near Stony River, Lake Clark Pass, when their Cessna ran out of gas and descended through clouds. They spent the night in a cabin.

	  
	  
	1979
	Falling bear populations in Southeast Alaska indicated (to some) a possible need to cut back hunting.

	  
	3
	
	

	  
	  
	1939
	The bank balance for the Territory of Alaska was reported to be $1 million.

	  
	  
	1955
	Walter B. Heisel of Juneau was commissioned Collector of Customs for Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	President Dwight Eisenhower signed a proclamation admitting Alaska to the U. S., a "moment after the stroke of noon."

	  
	  
	1959
	William Egan was sworn in as the first Governor of the State of Alaska, at 9:18 am. At 1 p.m., he was admitted to Juneau's St. Ann's hospital, later to have surgery for removal of a gall stone in Seattle.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Alaska Board of Fish and Game permanently revoked the guide license of a Kodiak-based guide serving as Royal Guide to King Mahendra of Nepal for the illegal killing of a brown bear and a mountain goat.

	  
	  
	1971
	The southcentral portion of Alaska received its first live network sports broadcast from Anchorage's KTVA. It was a Denver Colts/San Francisco 49'ers football game.

	  
	  
	1979
	Pacific Food was sold to Bristol Bay Native Corporation.

	  
	4
	
	

	  
	  
	1945
	Anthony J. Dimond took the oath of U.S. District Judge at Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1959
	Alaska Airlines plane (DC-6C) set record for Fairbanks-Seattle run--1,545 miles in 4 hours 7 minutes.

	  
	  
	1969
	For the first time, colored photos appeared on Alaska drivers licenses.

	  
	  
	1979
	Chinese oilmen visited Prudhoe Bay . Eight oil officials from Taching, China toured the Atlantic Richfield plant.

	  
	  
	1979
	Agriculture Secretary Bob Bergland asked that 5.6 million acres of Alaskan national forest be designated wilderness.

	  
	  
	1979
	Eskimo leaders in Barrow blamed the bowhead quota for the shortage of whale meat. Barrow Mayor Eben Hobson reported that chicken was served at holiday meals for the first time in his memory.

	  
	5
	
	

	  
	  
	1917
	The city of Juneau purchased a new fire engine which was guaranteed to climb any hill while carrying 1500 feet of hose and 8 men.

	  
	  
	1925
	A fire in the executive offices on 5th Street in Juneau caused Governor Scott Bone to move to the Goldstein Building.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Alaska Committee for Hawaiian Statehood held its first meeting.

	  
	  
	1959
	Licensing of fish traps was banned in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1968
	Benjamin Strong, the first Anchorage police officer to be slain while on duty, died of a single bullet wound inflicted while trying to stop a liquor store robbery.

	  
	  
	1979
	A Bethel business was charged with 93 counts of bootlegging. Bethel residents voted for a dry town in '73.

	  
	  
	1979
	General M. R. "Muktuk" Marston was given National guard Distinguished Service Medal for World War II service recruiting Eskimo Scout Battalions.

	  
	  
	1979
	Gov. Hammond urged state unity to pass federal D-2 lands legislation.

	  
	  
	1985
	The Alaska Railroad was sold by the Federal government to the State of Alaska.

	  
	6
	
	

	  
	  
	1874
	The post office of Unalaska was established, and later discontinued the following September, reestablished as Ounalaska in 1888, and became Unalaska in 1898.

	  
	  
	1959
	Sen. E. L. (Bob) Bartlett won a coin-toss with Sen. Ernest Gruening to claim the distinction of being Alaska's "senior" senator.

	  
	  
	1959
	First shipment of new Alaskan 7 cent airmail stamps sold out in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1959
	Governor Egan had surgery for removal of a gall stone.

	  
	  
	1961
	Mount Trident - in the Katmai National Monument in the Alaska Peninsula - erupted, sending a column of smoke and ash nearly 20,000 feet into the air.

	  
	  
	1979
	Four crab fishermen were plucked from a life raft 45 miles south of Yakutat four days after their 80 foot crab boat sank in the Gulf Of Alaska. That they survived the sinking of their boat, and that they were found and rescued, was dubbed a 'double miracle' by the Coast Guard.

	  
	7
	
	

	  
	  
	1905
	The Alaska Road Commission was created by an Act of Congress.

	  
	  
	1959
	Ernest Gruening and E. L. (Bob) Bartlett were sworn in as U. S. senators and Ralph Rivers sworn in to the U.S. House of Representatives.

	  
	  
	1959
	Ninety-mile per hour winds froze two Antarctic penguins in Anchorage's Arctic Health Research Center. Earlier plans to mate these penguins were abandoned, as it was discovered both were females.

	  
	  
	1976
	The new Alaska Court and Office Building was dedicated in Juneau .

	  
	  
	1979
	A Lockheed airliner crashed and burned on landing at a remote North Slope airstrip. All 15 passengers survived with no serious injuries.

	  
	8
	
	

	  
	  
	1930
	The cannery at Auke Bay near Juneau was gutted by fire.

	  
	  
	1959
	A fire gutted 7 downtown Anchorage businesses in the wake of a 24-hour winter storm.

	  
	9
	
	

	  
	  
	1797
	Baron Ferdinand Von Wrangell , Russian Governor, was born.

	  
	  
	1901
	Fred Welty and Ernest Johns of Marys Igloo reached Nome after being caught without provisions in a three-day blizzard. They reported that horses had eaten their tent.

	  
	  
	1939
	A diphtheria epidemic closed Juneau schools and children were not allowed to leave their homes or yards.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Legislative Council recommended an annual salary of $3,000 for Alaska lawmakers, plus $40 per day for expenses during session.

	  
	  
	1979
	A fire swept through a Fairbanks mobile home after owner tried to thaw the pipes with a weed burner.

	  
	  
	1979
	The U.S. Department of Commerce decided to return management of seven marine mammals to the state of Alaska.

	  
	10
	
	

	  
	  
	1882
	The name of the local post office was changed from Harrisburgh to Juneau .

	  
	  
	1935
	Residents moved into the new Pioneers' Home building in Sitka.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Glacier Queen, a 203 ft. converted ferry, floated to the surface after spending two months on the bottom of Seldovia Bay.

	  
	11
	
	

	  
	  
	1913
	John Spickett's Orpheum Theatre opened at the foot of Main Street in Juneau .

	  
	  
	1937
	Mrs. Nell Scott of Seldovia was sworn in as Alaska's first woman legislator.

	  
	  
	1947
	The Aleutian Islands mailboat, Clarinda, was destroyed by fire at Sand Point.

	  
	  
	1979
	Two Anchorage men received jail terms in "moose killing".

	  
	  
	1979
	The state signed a pact to ship Alaskan-grown barley to Japan.

	  
	12
	
	

	  
	  
	1876
	Jack London was born on this day. He lived until 1916.

	  
	  
	1939
	The Territorial Board of the Budget recommended to the Legislature a $4 million, two-year budget, which was less than the expected revenues of $4.2 million.

	  
	  
	1943
	The Amchitka Army post was activated with 101 officers and 1844 enlisted men.

	  
	  
	1969
	A new state ferry was named for the late Senator E.L. (Bob) Bartlett .

	  
	  
	1979
	Governor Jay Hammond and Lt. Gov. Terry Miller were inaugurated in Juneau. (They were officially sworn in in December.)

	  
	  
	1979
	Decrying Carter's withdrawal of 56 million acres of federal lands in Alaska, Anchorage protesters carried signs reading "Can The Peanut Farmer" outside the federal building.

	  
	  
	1979
	A U.S. District judge dismissed a suit filed against the U.S. Government by an Alaskan Eskimo over whaling quotas.

	  
	13
	
	

	  
	  
	1946
	The Anchorage Daily News began publication with Norman Brown as editor.

	  
	  
	1948
	Eielson Air Force Base near Anchorage was dedicated.

	  
	  
	1959
	A masked bandit robbed a Fairbanks bank of $14,014.

	  
	  
	1979
	Bagpipes serenaded Gov. Jay and Bella Hammond as they entered each of three inaugural balls for a "festive starlit night of dancing in Juneau" honoring Hammond's second term.

	  
	14
	
	

	  
	  
	1869
	The USS Saginaw, under the command of Commander Richard W. Meade, USN, shelled a number of Kake villages.

	  
	  
	1959
	Gov. Egan suffered an acute pancreatic attack.

	  
	  
	1959
	Applications opened for new State of Alaska license plates.

	  
	  
	1971
	Governor William Egan announced plans to construct three new state ferries and the planned sale of the ferry Wickersham.

	  
	  
	1979
	Canadian and Alaskan fishermen questioned long-term effects of Japanese presence in NW coast fisheries.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Armed Forces Radio Network sends satellite television to remote military posts, with the Defense Department's first TV network at Elmendorf Air Force Base.

	  
	15
	
	

	  
	  
	1887
	Juneau's first paper, "The Alaska Free Press," was started.

	  
	  
	1930
	An underwater landslide at the Standard Oil installation on the Thane Road in Juneau caused $60,000 damage.

	  
	  
	1959
	Plans were announced by the Chugach Electric Association for construction of a nuclear reactor plant in the Knik Arm near Anchorage .

	  
	  
	1959
	Residents of the 49th state were reminded by U. S. Postal Service never to abbreviate Alaska as "Ala" when addressing letters.

	  
	16
	
	

	  
	  
	1874
	Poet Robert Service was born.

	  
	  
	1908
	Silas M. Reid succeeded James Wickersham as U.S. District Judge for the Third Judicial Division.

	  
	  
	1918
	The first movie shown at the Perseverance Mine in Juneau was a big hit as 165 watched "The Patriot" with William S. Hart.

	  
	  
	1945
	Thomas Riggs, Jr. , Alaska's Territorial Governor from 1918 to 1921, died.

	  
	  
	1980
	The one billionth barrel of Prudhoe Bay oil arrived in Valdez.

	  
	17
	
	

	  
	  
	1925
	Gov. Scott C. Bone moved to the Alaska Executive Offices from the old Mission Building to the Goldstein Building in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1956
	The fish house of the Juneau Cold Storage was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1958
	In a meeting at Petersburg , the Southeast Alaska Conference was formed as a permanent organization.

	  
	  
	1969
	Unsubstantiated rumors surfaced of clairvoyant Jeanne Dixon's prediction that a gigantic earthquake will strike Alaska causing the Kenai Peninsula to slide into the water. (She never made such a prediction.)

	  
	18
	
	

	  
	  
	1909
	Robert Stroud, later known as the Birdman of Alcatraz , shot and killed J.K.F. von Dahmer in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	Long distance calls were made faster, permitting operators to dial direct to and from Alaska without going through Seattle.

	  
	  
	1979
	Gov. Hammond presented the first $1 billion budget in the state's history.

	  
	  
	1979
	The motion picture "Bear Island" starring Lloyd Bridges and Barbara Parkins was being filmed in Glacier Bay.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Eklutna Village Corp fought to keep newly claimed Alaska Railroad lands.

	  
	19
	
	

	  
	  
	1900
	The Military Department of Alaska was established by the Secretary of War.

	  
	  
	1905
	A new record for telegraphic service to Nome was established, when a local businessman received a message from New York that had been sent just under six hours earlier.

	  
	  
	1907
	The power house of the Citizens Light and Power Company of Ketchikan was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1959
	Gov. Egan left the state for a Seattle hospital stay in wake of recent gall bladder surgery.

	  
	  
	1959
	A million dollar budget for Alaskan parks and monuments was recommended to President Eisenhower .

	  
	  
	1979
	A Fairbanks woman who was injured when her waterbed rolled, pinning her to the floor for 11 hours, received $150,000 from the manufacturer.

	  
	20
	
	

	  
	  
	1946
	The Coliseum Theatre and Apartments in Juneau burned, leaving 19 families homeless.

	  
	  
	1959
	Gov. Egan remained in critical condition after emergency surgery in Seattle for removal of a gall stone.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Cape Newenham National Wildlife Refuge was established

	  
	21
	
	

	  
	  
	1911
	Mount Wrangell erupted and Central Alaska was shaken by an earthquake.

	  
	  
	1959
	Rep. Ralph Rivers (D-Alaska) proposed a bill to ban nearly all imports of Japanese salmon.

	  
	22
	
	

	  
	  
	1917
	The Coast Guard Cutter Unalga arrived in Juneau to begin the first winter fisheries patrol of Alaskan waters.

	  
	  
	1959
	IRS reversed an earlier ruling, and allowed cost of living allowances paid to Federal employees to be declared non-taxable.

	  
	23
	
	

	  
	  
	1930
	St. Marks Hospital and School at Nenana was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1932
	Juneau's first bank holdup took place at the B.M. Behrends Bank. The robber was shot and died trying to escape.

	  
	  
	1963
	The M/V Malaspina arrived in Ketchikan , signalling the beginning of the Alaska Marine Highway system.

	  
	  
	1969
	Walter Hickel was confirmed as Secretary of the Interior by the U.S. Senate (by a 73 to 16 vote).

	  
	  
	1971
	The coldest temperature ever recorded in Alaska was at Prospect Creek. It was minus 80 degrees Fahrenheit.

	  
	  
	1974
	U.S. Secretary of the Interior Rogers Morton issued a permit for construction of the Trans-Alaska pipeline .

	  
	24
	
	

	  
	  
	1900
	The Petersburg Post Office was established with Christian H. Buschmann as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1921
	Alaska's first pulp mill commenced operation at Speel River, Port Snettisham, south of Juneau.

	  
	  
	1963
	The Alaska Marine Highway's MV Malaspina arrived in Juneau on her maiden voyage.

	  
	  
	1969
	Keith Miller was sworn in as third Governor of the State of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1979
	Sen. Ted Stevens met with presidential hopeful, Ronald Reagan , in what the senator called "a very friendly talk."

	  
	  
	1979
	Capital city entrepreneur Chuck Keen threatened to go to court over his proposed tramway to the top of Mt. Juneau, wanting local officials to lower wind design requirements from 210 to 175 mph for his proposed $10 million tram and convention center.

	  
	25
	
	

	  
	  
	1930
	The Eielson-Borland plane, which disappeared on November 9, 1929, was found in Siberia.

	  
	  
	1959
	First indoor heated swimming pool in Alaska opened in Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1979
	Sen. Durkin D-New Hampshire introduced D-2 land bill in the Senate. Similar to Udall's House bill, it set aside wilderness areas in the national forest lands of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1979
	Kodiak superior court judge declared unconstitutional a law denying medical benefits to Alaska commercial fisherman injured outside the three-mile limit.

	  
	  
	1979
	A 5.3 Richter scale earthquake rocked the Mount Iliamna area 60 miles west of Homer.

	  
	  
	1979
	The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service drafted a U.S.-Canadian treaty on joint management of Alaska caribou .

	  
	26
	
	

	  
	  
	1917
	The Canadian steamer Prince John was wrecked in Wrangell Narrows, but was later salvaged.

	  
	  
	1959
	The first Alaska State Legislature convened in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1974
	KTOO-FM , Alaska's first non-commercial, listener-supported radio station, signed on the air.

	  
	27
	
	

	  
	  
	1905
	The bill creating the Alaska Road Commission was signed into law by President Teddy Roosevelt.

	  
	  
	1925
	The first dog team left Nenana in the relay of serum to combat the diphtheria outbreak in Nome .

	  
	  
	1936
	Scott C. Bone , Alaska's governor from 1921-25, died at Santa Barbara, California.

	  
	  
	1969
	Artist Eustace Ziegler died, just after a major retrospective exhibition of his work at the Frye Museum in Seattle.

	  
	  
	1969
	The University of Alaska began its first major oceanographic expedition to the Bering Sea.

	  
	28
	
	

	  
	  
	1925
	The City of Juneau purchased its first combination grader and snow plow, costing $1,600.

	  
	  
	1969
	The John Birch Society planned to hire a full-time coordinator in Anchorage.

	  
	29
	
	

	  
	  
	1914
	Juneau Camp #4 of the Alaska Native Brotherhood was organized.

	  
	  
	1942
	The U.S. Army activated Fort Randall at Cold Bay with 48 officers and 1122 enlisted men.

	  
	  
	1959
	Gulkana, in the Upper Copper River Valley, was proposed as a site for a new state capital to replace Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	A bill was introduced in the Alaska Legislature that would eventually set up Alaska Court System.

	  
	  
	1969
	Sen. Mike Gravel discovered he was alone in the steambath of the Senate Gymnasium with the man he defeated in his race for the U.S. Senate: Ernest Gruening . According to Gravel, the two sat with their faces buried in magazines and did not speak to one another.

	  
	  
	1979
	23 persons in Anchorage were stricken with trichinosis after eating black bear meat that was not fully cooked.

	  
	  
	1979
	The new Anchorage Federal Building opened.

	  
	30
	
	

	  
	  
	1920
	A fire destroyed the plant of the Daily Alaska Citizen at Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1948
	Orville D. Cochran, Nome lawyer and legislator, died at age 77.

	  
	  
	1979
	A woman won Fort Richardson's "Soldier of the Year Award."

	  
	31
	
	

	  
	  
	1898
	The Juneau Court House and Jail, on the site of the present State Office Building, burned to the ground.

	  
	  
	1900
	The steamer Walcott, a former Revenue Cutter, was wrecked in Shelikof Strait (north of Kodiak).

	  
	  
	1959
	Japan Air Lines made its test Tokyo-Seattle run, stopping over - for refueling only - in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1969
	A Fairbanks group formed by oil and gas leasebrokers claimed their clients were unfairly deprived of a chance to get rich quick when Natural Resources Commissioner Thomas Kelly classified 3 million acres of North Slope land for competitive lease sale.

	  
	  
	1979
	Clean-up efforts began on a 25,000 gallon oil spill at the Louisiana-Pacific pulp mill at Ward Cove, Ketchikan .

	 
 
	
	

	February
	
	

	  
	1
	
	

	  
	  
	1898
	The Daily Alaskan began publishing at Skagway and continued for 26 years.

	  
	  
	1905
	The U.S. Forest Service was established.

	  
	  
	1914
	The Alaska Sunday Morning Post was established in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1922
	John C. McBride of Juneau took office as Collector of Customs for Alaska.

	  
	  
	1939
	A sailors strike threatened operations of Alaska-bound ships.

	  
	  
	1959
	The House passed a pay bill for legislators, giving each $3,000 a year, plus $40 a day during session for expenses.

	  
	  
	1969
	An unattended riderless tractor cut a wide swatch of destruction, running over a 10-man tent in Fort Wainwright, crashing into a home, ripping off the entire side of 2 bedrooms where inhabitants were sleeping, to come to rest on a road bank.

	  
	  
	1969
	Project Chariot, a plan to blast out a new harbor in Alaska north of the Arctic Circle using nuclear explosives was deemed too expensive.

	  
	  
	1975
	The U.S. State Department denied the charge by Rep. Don Young that it had sacrificed Alaska's interests in the new fishing treaty with Japan.

	  
	  
	1985
	Alaska led the nation in making computers available to public school students. The State Department of Education reported that there was one computer for every 22 school children.

	  
	2
	
	

	  
	  
	1925
	Diphtheria serum was delivered to Nome from Nenana by dogsled relay. Part of this route later became the Iditarod Dogsled Race route.

	  
	  
	1931
	The American flag was raised for the first time over the new capitol of the Territory of Alaska by Governor George Parks with 400 school children attending.

	  
	  
	1939
	Edward Lewis "Bob" Bartlett took office as Secretary of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1947
	A fire destroyed the Valdez Hospital and Childrens' Home.

	  
	  
	1985
	A fire destroyed the Alaska Glacier Seafood Company and Cold Storage facility in Petersburg .

	  
	3
	
	

	  
	  
	1939
	The "cocktail" or "saloon bill", permitting beer, wine, and hard liquor to be sold by the drink, passed the Alaska State Senate by a vote of five to three.

	  
	  
	1948
	Charles H. Wilson, newspaper editor, law officer, and legislator died in Valdez.

	  
	  
	1961
	Juneau's first commercial jet transport, a Pan American Boeing 707 Clipper, arrived at Juneau International Airport.

	  
	  
	1985
	Republicans condemned Governor Bill Sheffield's appointment of a socialist, Bill Ross, to head the state's Department of Environmental Conservation.

	  
	4
	
	

	  
	  
	1920
	Juneau police recovered a 500-pound safe stolen the previous day by following the sled tracks to a cabin where two theives were arrested and $200 recovered from an unopened safe.

	  
	  
	1939
	U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ickles "demanded" imposition of an 8% tax on Alaskan gold production.

	  
	  
	1941
	The Alaska Defense Command was established under General Simon Bolivar Buckner.

	  
	  
	1969
	Anchorage Borough Planning Director, Robert Pavitt , predicted an Anchorage population of 250,000 by 1988.

	  
	  
	1975
	Ham omelets cooked in Anchorage were blamed for causing food poisoning of 140 passengers on a Japan Air Lines 747.

	  
	  
	1985
	The Attu battlegrounds and airfields were designated as national historic landmarks.

	  
	5
	
	

	  
	  
	1898
	The steamer Clara Nevada blew up near Eldred Rock in Lynn Canal. All aboard were lost.

	  
	  
	1930
	A post office was established at Port Agassiz near Petersburg . In 1942, it was discontinued.

	  
	  
	1956
	The Alaska Constitutional Convention adjourned in Fairbanks .

	  
	  
	1959
	The Talkeetna Mountains were being considered as the site of a rocket range for U.S. guided missiles from White Sands, New Mexico.

	  
	6
	
	

	  
	  
	1887
	Ernest Gruening , who became the 13th Governor of Alaska in 1939, was born in New York.

	  
	  
	1919
	A fire destroyed a large part of the Fairbanks business district.

	  
	  
	1959
	The first man from the state of Alaska to enlist in the U.S. Navy, William Sparks of Haines , enlisted in Bellingham, Washington.

	  
	  
	1969
	Fallout shelters were available for all Juneau residents. (At this time, there were 13,000 people in the Borough.)

	  
	  
	1985
	Scientists reported that the long expected retreat of the Columbia Glacier had begun. The 40-mile long glacier should retreat 20-25 miles over the next several decades.

	  
	  
	1988
	An earthquake measuring 5.8 on the Richter scale struck the Kenai Peninsula, with its epicenter 70 miles northwest of Homer .

	  
	7
	
	

	  
	  
	1893
	A fire at Metlakatla destroyed 24 homes.

	  
	  
	1911
	The steamer Victoria went on the rocks at Hinchinbrook Island, but was later salvaged.

	  
	  
	1931
	The Coast Guard Cutter Tallapoosa arrived in Juneau from Baltimore to take permanent station.

	  
	  
	1969
	Sen. Mike Gravel called for the U.S. to pay 1/2 the cost of the Alaska-Canadian Highway .

	  
	8
	
	

	  
	  
	1939
	The Goldstein Building in downtown Juneau was gutted by fire, destroying radio station KINY-AM and the Juneau Medical Center.

	  
	  
	1939
	Alfred Rosenberg, supervisor of the spiritual and philosophical development of Nazidom, said that Alaska offered too harsh a climate for relocation of Jews.

	  
	  
	1940
	Harry I. Stasser, a former member of the Alaska Territorial Legislature, died in Girdwood.

	  
	  
	1975
	The Alaska Department of Fish and Game announced plans to kill up to 80% of the wolves in the Tanana Flats during its planned extermination program.

	  
	  
	1975
	Anchorage Representative Susan Sullivan suggested that the proposed new Alaska capital be called Gruening .

	  
	9
	
	

	  
	  
	1883
	The McFarland Home for Girls, a Presbyterian institution, burned to the ground.

	  
	  
	1901
	A press dispatch dated November 6, 1900, wired from New York to Fort Egbert, and then mailed on November 8th, finally reached Nome , informing residents that William McKinley had been elected President.

	  
	  
	1917
	Special ferries ran from Juneau and Douglas with people going to Thane to attend the Black Sheep Ball.

	  
	  
	1959
	The U.S. Army dropped its plans to use the Talkeetna Mountains as a long-range missile range.

	  
	  
	1959
	A recovering Gov. Bill Egan received his first visitors in a Seattle hospital following gall bladder surgery.

	  
	  
	1959
	Members of the Legislature proposed a $20,000 annual salary for the Governor.

	  
	  
	1966
	The Archdiocese of Anchorage was established.

	  
	  
	1973
	Using a 53-year old mining law regarding right-of-way, environmental groups won a U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals judgement, stalling construction of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline .

	  
	10
	
	

	  
	  
	1881
	Miners agree to rename "Harrisburgh", "Rockwell" and establish mining laws. In December, miners again changed the name to "Juneau City".

	  
	  
	1899
	The Wilson and Sylvester sawmill at Wrangell received machinery to make it the largest mill in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1902
	The Nome Philharmonic Orchestra gave its first concert at Golden Gate Hall. The "orchestra" featured nine musicians.

	  
	  
	1939
	Alaska rose to third place in world production of platinum.

	  
	  
	1959
	Lease signed for Piggly-Wiggly store, bowling alley, snack bar, and cocktail lounge in Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1969
	A "KHAR Airwatch" announcer eluded 3+ state troopers on his snowmobile during a 6-block chase along Northern Lights Blvd. in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1979
	A dozen aircraft were destroyed as 80 mph winds blasted through the Palmer Airport and the Mat-Su Valley.

	  
	11
	
	

	  
	  
	1888
	Marie Drake , author of the lyrics to Alaska's Flag, the state song, was born.

	  
	  
	1929
	The Japanese freighter Meyio Maru was wrecked on Ugamak Island in the Aleutians.

	  
	  
	1939
	A "Bone-Dry" bill was introduced in the Alaska Territorial House, prohibiting the manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquor in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1939
	The first annual President's Birthday Ball in McGrath reported to President Franklin D. Roosevelt that $23 was raised in the fight against infantile paralysis.

	  
	  
	1959
	Acting Governor Hugh Wade reluctantly signed the pay bill, giving legislators an annual salary of $3,000, plus $40 a day during session for expenses.

	  
	  
	1975
	For the second time in 6 years, Anchorage voters approved unification of the City and Borough governments.

	  
	12
	
	

	  
	  
	1932
	The roundhouse shops of the White Pass Railroad burned at Skagway.

	  
	  
	1940
	Plans to construct Elmendorf Air Force Base at Anchorage were announced in Washington D.C.

	  
	  
	1979
	Seventy mph winds and near zero temperatures ravaged Anchorage .

	  
	13
	
	

	  
	  
	1902
	The weekly newspaper, The Alaska Prospector, was established in Valdez .

	  
	  
	1939
	Alaska shipping line executives went into conference with members of the Masters, Mates, and Pilots Association in Seattle to end the strike that was crippling fresh food and mail delivery to Alaska.

	  
	  
	1947
	The steamer North Sea became a total loss in Canadian waters, but without a single loss of life.

	  
	14
	
	

	  
	  
	1779
	Captain James Cook was killed in Hawaii.

	  
	  
	1916
	The final blast was fired in the tunnel to tap Annex Lake for the Alaska Gastineau Power Plant.

	  
	  
	1928
	The Lions Club of Juneau was organized.

	  
	  
	1931
	The Federal and Territorial Building, now the State Capitol, was dedicated in Juneau.

	  
	15
	
	

	  
	  
	1915
	The ore reduction mills of Alaska-Gastineau Mining Company began operation. They expected to grind 2,500 tons of ore each day.

	  
	  
	1915
	The cannery of the Red Salmon Co. at Ugashik burned.

	  
	  
	1967
	Anchorage's main post office lobby closed its all night doors due to vandalism. It was known as the city's best "winter dormitory."

	  
	  
	1969
	A resolution was introduced in the State House calling for more emphasis on Alaskan history. All members signed on as sponsors.

	  
	16
	
	

	  
	  
	1939
	U.S. Treasury Secretary Morgenthau asked Congress for funds to establish a Coast Guard Airbase in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	Humble Oil well at Bear Creek broke the record for the deepest exploration well ever drilled in Alaska - 14,261 feet.

	  
	  
	1961
	The Hood Bay salmon cannery, owned by the community of Angoon , was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1968
	ARCO and Humble Oil hit oil at Prudhoe Bay.

	  
	  
	1985
	A huge energy zone 400,000 miles from Earth was identified as the power source for the northern and southern lights. The invisible egg-shaped zone of electrically charged particles is 20-30 times the size of Earth and is always on the side of the Earth facing away from the sun.

	  
	17
	
	

	  
	  
	1914
	Seven of the eight members of the Territorial Senate were hanged in effigy at Cordova because of their vote supporting a railroad from Seward.

	  
	  
	1935
	The new building of the Alaska Pioneers' Home at Sitka was dedicated.

	  
	  
	1936
	WWI flying ace Colonel "Billy" Mitchell , who established telegraph posts in Alaska in the early 1900's, died in New York City. Mt. Billy Mitchell, near Valdez , was named after the famous Brigadier General of the U.S. Army Air Corps.

	  
	  
	1959
	A belligerent moose disrupted Anchorage's Fur Rendezvous.

	  
	  
	1975
	George Attla won his fifth Anchorage Fur Rendezvous Sled Dog Race.
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	1939
	President Franklin D. Roosevelt asked Congress to appropriate $1 million to give Eskimos and Indians of Alaska exclusive control of the reindeer industry in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	Kit MacInnes won the All-Alaska Womens' Dog Sled Race in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Atomic Energy Commission decided to look outside of northwestern Alaska to create a harbor with nuclear devices.

	  
	  
	1968
	ARCO and Humble Oil hit oil at Prudhoe Bay.

	  
	  
	1969
	A sizeable asbestos deposit was discovered in the remote mountainous region near Eagle.

	  
	19
	
	

	  
	  
	1915
	The ore reduction mills of the Alaska Gastineau Mining Company at Thane, near Juneau, started operating.

	  
	  
	1939
	Picketing members of the Masters, Mates, and Pilots Union allowed the Baranof to sail from Seattle to carry mail, fresh food, and passengers to Alaska.

	  
	  
	1968
	The tanker Rebecca was seized by State Troopers north of Kenai for pumping ballast that led to a 200-300 yard oil slick. Prosecutors later learned how ineffective Alaska's oil laws really were.

	  
	  
	1985
	Unidentified amber lights appeared in the western sky above Anchorage at about 9 p.m. Spectators and officials could not explain the source of the lights.

	  
	20
	
	

	  
	  
	1871
	Walter Mendenhall, for whom the Mendenhall Glacier was named, was born.

	  
	  
	1894
	Louis L. Williams took office as the United States Marshall for Alaska.

	  
	  
	1899
	The first passenger train reached White Pass in Canada's Yukon Territory.

	  
	  
	1907
	The Pioneers of Alaska was organized at Nome , which became Igloo #1.

	  
	  
	1941
	The filling of West Willoughby Avenue with waste rock from the Alaska Juneau mine began.

	  
	  
	1969
	Senator R.R. Blodgett (D-Teller) introduced a bill to appropriate $300,000 for a feasibility study of a road from Anchorage to Nome.

	  
	21
	
	

	  
	  
	1924
	Carl Ben Eielson flew the first official airmail in Alaska from Fairbanks to McGrath.

	  
	  
	1987
	The University of Alaska Board of Regents approved plans to merge Alaska community colleges and universities.

	  
	22
	
	

	  
	  
	1972
	Juneau-Douglas Community College on Fifth Street was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1972
	Kluane, Nehanni, and Baffin Islands national parks were established.

	  
	  
	1975
	Anchorage police nearly panicked at the report of the theft of a Boeing 720B airplane from the Anchorage International Airport. But calm returned when it was learned the airplane was a model airplane stolen from Western Airlines.

	  
	23
	
	

	  
	  
	1936
	The old log Custom House and Post Office at Sitka , a relic of Russian days, was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1937
	A major fire in Douglas destroyed the school, the post office, City Hall, and the fire hall.

	  
	  
	1939
	The first regular mail to Anchorage was delivered by a special train from Seward. It was delivered to Seward from Seattle by the Coast Guard Cutter Spencer.

	  
	  
	1985
	The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner surrendered its distinction as "Alaska's Widest Newspaper" by changing to the standard 16" wide format, from a previous 17".

	  
	24
	
	

	  
	  
	1913
	Legislators in Juneau for the first Alaska Territorial Legislature decided to meet in the Elks Hall rather than the Odd Fellows Hall.

	  
	  
	1939
	Delegate Anthony Dimond said that the Wage and Hour Administration would devise some means to exempt placer miners from certain provisions of the Wage and Hour Act.

	  
	  
	1957
	The first commercial airline flight from Europe to the Orient landed in Anchorage for a stopover.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Alaska Paperwork and Simplification Act became law.

	  
	  
	1979
	Alaska Airlines opened up its service to Portland, Oregon.

	  
	25
	
	

	  
	  
	1909
	The first stamp mill in Interior Alaska began work near Fairbanks .

	  
	  
	1927
	Alaska Supreme Court Chief Justice Jay Rabinowitz was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

	  
	  
	1948
	A pilotless plane took off from Nome by itself, heading for Siberia. It disappeared heading for St. Lawrence Island, after several unsuccessful attempts were made to shoot it down.

	  
	  
	1959
	Governor Bill Egan was released from a Seattle hospital following life-threatening gallbladder surgery.

	  
	  
	1969
	Arctic explorer Bernt Balchin predicted that the Arctic Ice Pack was thinning and may become open sea by the end of the century.

	  
	  
	1988
	The Alaska House of Representatives approved the $75.2 million Jobs Bill, including funds for over 500 construction, repair, and maintenance projects around the state.

	  
	26
	
	

	  
	  
	1899
	The Arctic Brotherhood was organized in Skagway with the motto, "No Boundary Here."

	  
	  
	1917
	The Mount McKinley National Park (now Denali National Park) was established.

	  
	  
	1925
	The Glacier Bay National Monument was established.

	  
	  
	1975
	Avalanches closed the Seward Highway near Jerome Lake.

	  
	  
	1979
	The last eclipse of the century occurred slightly before sunup in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1981
	Pope John Paul II stopped in Anchorage .

	  
	27
	
	

	  
	  
	1892
	Auke Tlingit Chief Kowee died at the age of 75. He was credited with guiding Joe Juneau and Richard Harris to the original gold discovery near what is now Juneau.

	  
	  
	1901
	The post office of Chignik was opened with Joseph Hume as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1909
	The Bering Sea National Wildlife Refuge was established.

	  
	  
	1923
	The 1400-foot Tanana Steel bridge was completed on the Alaska Railroad.

	  
	  
	1923
	President Warren G. Harding established the National Petroleum Reserve on the North Slope.

	  
	  
	1938
	Wilford B. Hoggatt, the sixth Governor of Alaska, died in New York City.

	  
	  
	1975
	Gilbert Zemansky, a sanitary engineer for the Department of Environmental Conservation, was fired for reporting sewage discharge problems at pipeline camps to the press.

	  
	  
	1975
	A heavy-set man with a revolver robbed the First National Bank on Elmendorf Air Force Base.

	  
	  
	1987
	Governor Steve Cowper ordered the state to pull out of land-trade negotiations relating to possible oil development in the Arctic National Wildlife Range (ANWR).

	  
	  
	1988
	A joint study by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and the Alaska Railroad reported that there was no connection between moose deaths and train speed.

	  
	28
	
	

	  
	  
	1959
	The Piggly-Wiggly store in Spenard was sold.

	  
	  
	1967
	The first winter ascent of Mt. McKinley was completed.

	  
	  
	1979
	The strongest earthquake in seven years, measuring 6.9 on the Richter scale, struck 120 miles northeast of Yakutat.

	  
	  
	1987
	The Alaska Department of Natural Resources urged passage of a bill to charge fees in Alaska's most popular campgrounds.

	 
 
	
	

	March
	
	

	  
	1
	
	

	  
	  
	1917
	George Grigsby took office as the first Attorney General of the Territory of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1925
	Keith Miller , governor from 1969 to 1970, was born.

	  
	  
	1932
	The U.S. Signal Corps telegraph service began 24-hour continuous service in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1942
	The U.S. Army activated the Juneau post with 20 officers and 547 enlisted men.

	  
	  
	1969
	David Bruce of Houston, Texas, and Rita McCay of Windsor, Ontario were married in a candlelit igloo near Nome , believed to be the only authentic snow house.

	  
	  
	1979
	A major earthquake measuring between 7.5 and 8.0 on the Richter scale occurred beneath the St. Elias mountains.

	  
	2
	
	

	  
	  
	1903
	An Act of Congress provided for a submarine telegraph cable from Seattle to Sitka and Juneau.

	  
	  
	1906
	Wilford B. Hoggatt took office as Governor of the Territory of Alaska, appointed by President Teddy Roosevelt.

	  
	  
	1942
	Contract air mail service was inaugurated between Juneau and Sitka.

	  
	  
	1942
	Construction began on the Alaska-Canadian Highway .

	  
	  
	1959
	The deepest hole ever drilled in Alaska was plugged and abandoned as a dry hole.

	  
	  
	1959
	Alaska officially received the "official versions" of the pound, ounce, yard, foot, and gallon.

	  
	  
	1975
	Two people in New Stoyahok died of botulism after eating fermented beaver tail.

	  
	3
	
	

	  
	  
	1832
	William Duncan, Church of England missionary and founder of Metlakatla , was born in England.

	  
	  
	1891
	The Trade and Manufacturing Act was extended to Alaska.

	  
	  
	1901
	The Board of Trade Saloon opened in Nome, adorned by "handsome fixtures, as rich looking as though they had been the work of artists," handsome gilt mirrors and a hand-carved bar.

	  
	  
	1913
	The first Alaska Territorial Legislature convened in the Elks Hall in Juneau. The first House bill approved suffrage to women.

	  
	  
	1959
	Elenor Lee, of Nome , won the evening gown division of America's Junior Miss Pageant.

	  
	  
	1973
	The first Iditarod Sled Dog Race was held, from Anchorage to Nome.

	  
	4
	
	

	  
	  
	1728
	Captain James Cook was born. Cook was an early explorer for whom Cook Inlet near Anchorage was named.

	  
	  
	1892
	The post office in Ketchikan was established with George W. Clark as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1895
	The S.S. Willapa sailed from Seattle to begin Alaska Steamship Company service to Alaska.

	  
	  
	1909
	James Wickersham was seated as the third delegate in the U.S. Congress from Alaska.

	  
	  
	1939
	The Territorial Senate killed a bill appropriating $14,000 to subsidize radio stations in the Territory of Alaska to "disseminate facts and information."

	  
	  
	1960
	A demonstration run of three "Iron Dogs" - gas powered ski-equipped sleds - began in Bethel enroute to Fairbanks .

	  
	5
	
	

	  
	  
	1887
	Miners went on strike in Treadwell, on Douglas Island near Juneau, seeking wage increases to $3 a day and board.

	  
	  
	1898
	The steamer Whitelaw burned at Skagway , the loss estimated at $50,000.

	  
	  
	1909
	The office and plant of the Alaska Daily Record burned in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1920
	The newspaper Alaska Daily Capital was established in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	Mt. Hubley in Northeast Alaska, was named after Dr. Richard Hubley, a University of Washington meteorologist.

	  
	  
	1959
	15 Vehicles and 50-plus families leave Detroit, Michigan towards Alaska to homestead on the Kenai Peninsula, travelling as the "Detroit '59'ers ."

	  
	  
	1963
	Marie Drake , author of the words to Alaska's Flag - the state song - died.

	  
	  
	1969
	Rep. Stan Cornelius (R-Anch) submitted a resolution which requested the governor to proclaim October "Country Music Month" in Alaska.

	  
	6
	
	

	  
	  
	1903
	Homer Bird was hanged at Sitka for a murder committed on the Yukon.

	  
	  
	1910
	The weekly newspaper The Alaska Citizen was established in Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1913
	Congress reduced the appropriation for the First Territorial Legislature to $46,260. Half the money was for legislators salaries.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Detroit 59'ers arrive in Angola, Indiana.

	  
	  
	1973
	Voters went to the polls in a special election to choose between Emil Notti and Don Young to replace U.S. Congressman Nick Begich , who was killed in a plane crash.

	  
	  
	1988
	An earthquake measuring 7.6 on the Richter scale was reported in the Gulf of Alaska.

	  
	7
	
	

	  
	  
	1887
	Arthur Delaney was appointed Alaska Collector of Customs. He was Juneau's first mayor and also a U.S. District Judge.

	  
	  
	1914
	The 40-stamp Alaska Juneau Gold Mining Company pilot mill started crushing ore on the Juneau waterfront.

	  
	  
	1919
	A $50,000 fire destroyed much of the business district of the mining town of McCarthy.

	  
	  
	1950
	Ground was broken for the Mendenhall Apartments in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Alaska State House approved a bill to pay the governor, then killed it in free conference.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Detroit '59'ers neared the state of Wisconsin.

	  
	  
	1969
	Seven climbers began their attempt on Mt. Kimball, at 10,350 feet, the highest mountain in the eastern Alaska range, and one that had never been successfully climbed.

	  
	  
	1988
	Vern Tejas completed the first solo ascent of Mt. McKinley.

	  
	8
	
	

	  
	  
	1913
	The weekly newspaper, The Commoner, was established in Valdez by John W. Frame.

	  
	  
	1960
	Over Governor William Egan's veto, the Alaska State Legislature passed a bill allowing games of chance to be operated by civic, religious and service organizations. This bill legalized the Nenana Ice Classic , which began in 1917.

	  
	  
	1969
	The University of Alaska fired rockets with barium payloads into the atmosphere, brightening Alaskan skies during March, to study "solar-terrestrial relationships."

	  
	9
	
	

	  
	  
	1911
	A fire destroyed a dozen buildings in the business district of Douglas.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Air Force launched an investigation into reports of the Explorer satellite exploding over Alaska. (It was either that or a UFO.)

	  
	  
	1959
	The Detroit 59'ers resumed their trip to Alaska from Michigan, after getting new tires in Minnesota.

	  
	  
	1969
	The University of Alaska received a $10,000 grant to collect and analyze Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut languages.

	  
	  
	1975
	Work began on the Trans-Alaska Pipeline.

	  
	10
	
	

	  
	  
	1938
	The town of Port Alexander at the south end of Baranof Island was incorporated.

	  
	  
	1938
	The Baranof Hotel formally opened in Juneau with a gala celebration.

	  
	  
	1939
	Home and office long-distance service was inaugurated in Juneau. It was no longer necessary to place calls from the Federal Building.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Alaska State House approved a salary of $25,000 for the Governor of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Detroit '59'ers , travelling from Michigan to homestead on the Kenai Peninsula, arrived in North Dakota.

	  
	  
	1964
	Mt. Pogrommi, on Unimak Island, erupted, sending flaming chunks of rock 5,000 feet into the air.

	  
	11
	
	

	  
	  
	1726
	Russian navigator Vasilii Chichagov, for whom Chichagof Island in Southeast Alaska was named, was born.

	  
	  
	1942
	The SS Mt. McKinley was wrecked in the Aleutian Islands.

	  
	  
	1948
	The Nome Hospital burned.

	  
	  
	1969
	The State Highway Department completed construction of the winter road to North Slope Oil fields.

	  
	12
	
	

	  
	  
	1914
	Construction of a government railroad in Alaska was approved by President Woodrow Wilson.

	  
	  
	1959
	The United States Congress voted Hawaii in as the 50th state in the Union.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Detroit '59'ers , travelling from Michigan to homestead on the Kenai Peninsula, arrived in Montana.

	  
	  
	1969
	An atomic scientist suggested that the government explore the idea of using nuclear blasts to create an artificial island in the Arctic Ocean as an aid to tap vast oil deposits east of Point Barrow .

	  
	  
	1979
	Rick Swenson won the Iditarod Sled Dog Race to become the first 2-time winner.

	  
	13
	
	

	  
	  
	1913
	Senator Henry Roden of Iditarod introduced a bill requiring a maximum 8-hour day on all work for the Territory of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	U.S. Interior Secretary Fred Seaton closed Bristol Bay to commercial fishing to provide for adequate escapement.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Detroit '59'ers , travelling from Michigan to homestead on the Kenai Peninsula, dwindled from 13 vehicles and 50-plus families to 12 vehicles and 35 people.

	  
	14
	
	

	  
	  
	1929
	Air passenger service between Seattle and Alaska was inaugurated by International Airways of Seattle.

	  
	  
	1959
	Anchorage attorney Victor Fischer was named to the national committee of the American Civil Liberties Union.

	  
	  
	1959
	Plans were announced for a second group of Detroit residents to travel to Alaska to create a "Little Michigan" in Alaska. According to their leader, they had plans to "move the mountains and spill the glaciers."

	  
	  
	1969
	British Petroleum hit oil at its Put River drilling site on the North Slope.

	  
	  
	1969
	Interior Secretary Walter Hickel asked the Senate Interior Committee for clearance of the first step towards construction of a huge oil pipeline from the North Slope to the Gulf of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1969
	Several sunken railroad cars were found in Resurrection Bay waters off Seward, apparently swept there by the 1964 earthquake's tidal aftermath. Each was reportedly filled with 10,000 gallons of aviation fuel.

	  
	  
	1969
	Alaska crime was reported up 39% in one year [1967-68]

	  
	  
	1969
	Four men on 4 snow machines, left Barrow for Fairbanks, attempting the first overland snowmobile journey. They succeeded, but two other groups who attempted it at the same time failed.

	  
	15
	
	

	  
	  
	1901
	The Alaska Electric Light and Power Company at Juneau was incorporated.

	  
	  
	1916
	The Bering River and Matanuska Valley Coal Reserves were proclaimed by President Woodrow Wilson.

	  
	  
	1942
	The U.S. Army established a post at Cordova with 21 officers and 443 enlisted men.

	  
	  
	1969
	Plans to begin construction of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline were given the green light from the U.S. Senate's Interior Committee.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Juneau Empire was purchased by an Atlanta, Georgia-based newspaper chain owned by William Morris III.
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	1901
	The town of Treadwell was incorporated. It was later disincorporated in 1912.

	  
	  
	1927
	Justin W. Harding took office as the United States Attorney for the First District of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Anchorage City Bus strike ended.

	  
	  
	1959
	The U.S. Interior Department amended its recent closure of Bristol Bay to allow for limited commercial fishing.
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	1894
	The old Russian governor's house, known as Baranof Castle, burned at Sitka.

	  
	  
	1912
	The United States Marines, established at Sitka in 1879, were withdrawn.

	  
	  
	1959
	The dredging of Gastineau Channel, north of downtown Juneau, was scheduled.
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	1918
	The Wilson and Sylvester Sawmill at Wrangell, the largest in Alaska, was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1945
	A fire destroyed the Shepard Point Packing Company cannery near Cordova.

	  
	  
	1959
	56 lobbyists were registered in Juneau for the 1st State Legislative session. A "long session" of 70 days was predicted.

	  
	  
	1960
	John Rader announced his resignation as the first Attorney General of the State of Alaska.

	  
	19
	
	

	  
	  
	1959
	The installation of Nike Hercules missiles activated the 4th Missile Battalion in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1963
	The former Revenue Cutter Bear, famous for her Alaska service, sank in the Atlantic.

	  
	  
	1975
	The State House passed an anti-smoking bill.

	  
	20
	
	

	  
	  
	1937
	The first ever extraordinary session of the Alaska Territorial Legislature convened to consider Social Security Legislation and to create the Department of Public Welfare.

	  
	  
	1959
	Acting Governor Hugh Wade signed into law the bill creating the Alaska Supreme Court and the Superior Court System.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Detroit '59'ers , on their way to homestead the Kenai Peninsula, were delayed in Canada as the frame to their moving van cracked, and other assorted vehicles were stranded along 500 miles of Canadian highways.

	  
	  
	1979
	Public television station KAKM in Anchorage topped their fund goal with their Spring Festival tagged "Television To Stay Home For!"

	  
	  
	1979
	An oil pipeline from Skagway into Canada began to draw controversy.

	  
	  
	1985
	Libby Riddles won the Iditarod Sled Dog Race .

	  
	21
	
	

	  
	  
	1913
	Governor Walter E. Clark signed the first law of the first Alaska Legislature, providing for Womens Suffrage .

	  
	  
	1969
	The city of Fairbanks was named an All-American City by editors of Look Magazine and the National Municipal League.

	  
	22
	
	

	  
	  
	1927
	The Sunny Point Cannery at Ketchikan was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1952
	A fire that started late the previous evening destroyed much of downtown Wrangell .

	  
	  
	1979
	Avalanches closed the road to Seward .

	  
	23
	
	

	  
	  
	1910
	President William Taft proclaimed the Sitka National Monument .

	  
	  
	1933
	Governor George Parks signed into law a bill repealing the Alaska Bone Dry Law.

	  
	  
	1955
	Dan A. Sutherland, former Alaska legislator and Delegate in Congress, died in Pennsylvania.

	  
	  
	1959
	A bill outlawing B-Girls passed the Alaska House and Senate.

	  
	  
	1959
	A Fish and Game agent reported finding a moose in a tree.

	  
	24
	
	

	  
	  
	1906
	A fire destroyed much of the business district of Wrangell .

	  
	  
	1959
	Alaska jobless benefits were reported higher than that of any other state.

	  
	  
	1959
	The City of Kodiak prepared its Civil Defense shelters in case of atomic war.

	  
	  
	1960
	Three "Iron Dogs" - gas-powered ski-equipped sleds - arrived in Fairbanks after a demonstration run along 1500 miles of the Kuskoquim River from Bethel, averaging 70 miles per day.

	  
	  
	1973
	Novice musher Dick Willmarth of Red Devil, won the first Iditarod Sled Dog Race in 20 days, 49 minutes, and 41 seconds. Bobby Vent, of Huslia, was second.

	  
	  
	1989
	The tanker Exxon-Valdez ran aground in Bligh Reef in the Valdez Narrows, spilling over 11 million gallons of oil into the waters of Prince William Sound, creating the largest oil spill in North America.

	  
	25
	
	

	  
	  
	1959
	The Detroit '59'ers reached Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, Canada, on their way from Detroit to homestead land on the Kenai Peninsula.

	  
	  
	1975
	Nine high school students and four chaperones from Craig (on Prince of Wales Island) returned from a month-long trip to China.

	  
	26
	
	

	  
	  
	1958
	The "White Alice" communications system went into operation in northern Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Detroit '59'ers passed through Tok Junction , on their way from Detroit to homestead land on the Kenai Peninsula.

	  
	27
	
	

	  
	  
	1902
	Robert Reeve - pioneer Alaska aviator - was born.

	  
	  
	1964
	The Good Friday Earthquake rocked Anchorage at 5:36 p.m. Property damage was estimated at one hundred million dollars a minute during the approximately 5 minutes the quake lasted. It registered upwards of 9.2 on the Richter scale, and killed 131 persons.

	  
	  
	1969
	Members of the Alaska House of Representatives proposed that the slogan on Alaska license plates be changed from "The Great Land" to "Alaska - USA."

	  
	  
	1975
	The first piece of pipe for the Trans-Alaskan Pipeline was placed at Tonsina River.

	  
	28
	
	

	  
	  
	1924
	The Revilla Hotel in Ketchikan burned at a $240,000 loss. It was replaced by the Ingersoll Hotel.

	  
	  
	1928
	Juneau was designated as the Alaska headquarters of the U.S. Bureau of Mines, moving from Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1933
	U.S. Senator for Alaska Frank Murkowski was born in Seattle, Washington.

	  
	  
	1959
	3,000 Anchorage residents welcomed the Detroit '59'ers on Easter Sunday, on their way from Detroit to homestead land on the Kenai Peninsula.

	  
	29
	
	

	  
	  
	1902
	The residents of Douglas voted 158-70 to incorporate as a "first class city."

	  
	  
	1911
	A copper spike was driven to mark the completion of the Copper River and Northwestern Railway.

	  
	  
	1952
	Keys to the new Alaska Office Building were formally turned over to the Territory of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1969
	Former Governor Walter Hickel was named "Alaskan of the Year."

	  
	  
	1974
	Japanese owners of the Ebisu Maru paid a record $300,000 fine for illegal fishing in Alaska waters.

	  
	  
	1974
	Homesteading in Alaska virtually ended with Federal Register Public Order 5418 signed by U.S. Secretary of the Interior Rogers Morton, withdrawing 15 million acres of unreserved federal land from the public domain.

	  
	30
	
	

	  
	  
	1867
	Secretary of State William Seward and Baron Stoecki of Russia, signed the treaty selling Alaska to the United States.

	  
	  
	1916
	On the 49th anniversary of the Alaska Purchase Treaty, Delegate James Wickersham introduced the first Alaska statehood bill in the U.S. Congress.

	  
	  
	1917
	Governor John F. A. Strong signed a bill adding Lincoln's Birthday (February 12) and Seward's Day (March 30) to the nine existing Territorial holidays.

	  
	  
	1969
	Governor Jay Hammond prepared legislation to ban future offshore oil drilling permits in Alaska unless the Legislature and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game were assured proper environmental safeguards would be used.

	  
	31
	
	

	  
	  
	1915
	The $10 wolf bounty, passed by the Legislature, was approved by Governor John F. A. Strong.

	  
	  
	1918
	The first Daylight Savings law went into effect and clocks were set ahead one hour.

	  
	  
	1959
	The City of Spenard voted against annexation into the City of Anchorage.

	 
 
	
	

	April
	
	

	  
	1
	
	

	  
	  
	1914
	A meeting of the Juneau Draper Club decided to establish a public library.

	  
	  
	1939
	The Alaska Mining Exchange offered a free employment service to lode and placer miners in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1945
	An earthquake cracked open the bottom of the ocean floor a few miles offshore of the Scotch Cap Lighthouse, on the eastern side of Unimak Pass, sending a tidal wave that destroyed the 60-foot structure, and travelled throughout the North Pacific, Hawaii, Japan, and along the California coast.

	  
	  
	1979
	Close to 400 people, usually the law and order type, deliberately broke every Federal Regulation they could think of to protest creation of the Wrangell-St. Elias National Monument, at the site of the monument, including "illegal use of vehicles."

	  
	2
	
	

	  
	  
	1895
	Frank Peratrovich - Tlingit leader and first president of the Alaska Senate - was born in Klawock.

	  
	  
	1906
	Wilford B. Hoggatt took office as the Sixth Governor of the Territory of Alaska, appointed by President President Teddy Roosevelt.

	  
	  
	1935
	Pacific Alaska Airway began their Juneau-Fairbanks service.

	  
	  
	1959
	Alaska Airlines applied for routes to Hawaii.

	  
	3
	
	

	  
	  
	1898
	A snowslide at Sheep Camp on the Chilkoot Trail left 43 men dead.

	  
	  
	1924
	A 5-masted sailing vessel loaded with lumber from Juneau arrived in Australia after a 72-day voyage.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Atomic Energy Commission reported that Russian atomic tests were causing the fallout level in Alaska to rise.

	  
	  
	1966
	The village of Grayling was officially dedicated.

	  
	  
	1969
	Sen. Ted Stevens and Rep. Howard Pollack threw their support behind President Nixon's proposed anti-ballistic missile system installment in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1973
	The First Annual Iditarod Sled Dog Race ended with 22 mushers completing the run from Anchorage to Nome, with Dick Willmarth finishing first.

	  
	4
	
	

	  
	  
	1911
	An entire block in the Iditarod business district was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1949
	The National Labor Relations Board ruled against the CIO Longshoreman's Union in a dispute with the Juneau Spruce Corporation.

	  
	  
	1959
	Acting Governor Hugh Wade signed into law a bill creating 12 departments within the Executive Branch of Alaska government (such as the Department of Transportation and the Department of Education).

	  
	  
	1967
	Nine crewmembers were rescued from the sinking 72-foot Canadian halibut boat, Dollina, off the southwest tip of Kodiak Island.

	  
	  
	1968
	A fire wiped out much of the Ocean Dock complex in Cordova.

	  
	  
	1969
	U.S. Senator Ted Stevens revealed that Ed Nixon - President Richard Nixon's brother - would be the new head of the Federal Field Committee for Development in Alaska.

	  
	5
	
	

	  
	  
	1824
	The United States and Russia signed a treaty opening the North Pacific to American fishing and trading vessels.

	  
	  
	1948
	The Rt. Rev. Francis Gleeson was consecrated as Bishop of the Vicarate of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1969
	A resolution in the Alaska State Senate asking the U.S. Congress to declare Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday a day of mourning, failed by a 10-9 vote.

	  
	6
	
	

	  
	  
	1901
	The Northern Commercial Company succeeded the Alaska Commercial Company in many areas.

	  
	  
	1939
	Fred Kubon was elected Mayor of Nome . A total of 137 votes were cast.

	  
	  
	1940
	The sawmill of the Columbia Lumber Company at Sitka was destroyed by fire.

	  
	7
	
	

	  
	  
	1911
	The sailing ship Jabez Howes of Columbia River Packers was wrecked at Chignik.

	  
	  
	1949
	The National Park Service announced a proposal to spend $3.5 million to develop facilities at Bartlett Cove, at the mouth of Glacier Bay.

	  
	  
	1958
	An earthquake , centered about 150 miles north of Fairbanks, measured up to 8.5 on the Richter scale. There was no reported damage.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Alaska Supreme Court ruled that a homestead filed in 1929 along the Gastineau Channel did not include 117 acres of new land created by isostatic rebound in the 50 years since filing.
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	1881
	The Harrisburgh post office was established. It was renamed Juneau the following January.

	  
	  
	1911
	The first train load of copper ore arrived in Cordova from Bonanza. This was later celebrated as Copper Day.

	  
	  
	1944
	The Alaska Juneau Mine closed down at midnight, virtually ending lode mining in the area. It was closed because of a government order mandating a wage increase.

	  
	  
	1957
	Mike Stepovich took office as the ninth and last Governor of the Territory of Alaska, appointed by President Dwight Eisenhower.

	  
	  
	1958
	Ripple Rock in Seymour Narrows was destroyed by the then-largest man-made nonatomic explosion in history. Two and a half years in preparation, three million dollars, and nearly three million pounds of explosive removed the worst menace to navigation in the 850-mile Inside Passage.

	  
	  
	1969
	A Port Chilkoot totem carver was contracted to turn a 150-foot spruce log into a 138-foot totem, to be the largest in the world, as part of the Alaska display in Japan's Expo '70.
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	1867
	The U.S. Senate approved the Treaty of Cession , another step in the acquisition of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1957
	The Alaska Railroad Hotel at Curry burned and three lives were lost.

	  
	  
	1959
	An injured sailor from a Russian fishing vessel was airlifted to Anchorage for emergency surgery.

	  
	  
	1969
	Ted Kennedy arrived in Anchorage International Airport for a three-day tour.

	  
	  
	1979
	Sean McQuire finished his 10-month, 7,000-mile walk from the Yukon River to Key West Florida, in support of Alaska wilderness.
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	1799
	Alexander Baranof , Russian Governor of Alaska, set sail from Kodiak to Southeast Alaska.

	  
	  
	1885
	Dr. Sheldon Jackson was appointed U.S. General Agent of Education in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1914
	Excavation started for the concrete Messerschmidt Building, now the Silverbow Inn, in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1953
	B. Frank Heintzleman took office as the eighth Governor of the Territory of Alaska, appointed by President Dwight Eisenhower.

	  
	  
	1959
	Acting Governor Hugh Wade vetoed a bill calling for impoundment of stray dogs.
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	1917
	The Marconi Wireless Station in Juneau was taken over by the Navy as a war measure.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Alaska Senate Policy Committee asked U.S. Senator Ted Stevens to deplore Sen. Edward Kennedy's recent Anchorage trip as a publicity stunt.

	  
	  
	1975
	Joann Osterud was hired as Alaska Airlines first female pilot.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Alaska Supreme Court ruled the Bierne Homestead Initiative unconstitutional. Authored by Anchorage Representative Mike Bierne, the measure would have transferred up to 30 million acres of state land into private ownership.

	  
	12
	
	

	  
	  
	1901
	The city of Nome was incorporated as a first class municipality.

	  
	  
	1918
	Thomas Riggs, Jr. took office as the third governor of the Territory of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1960
	Two nine-year old boys safely escaped from a drifting ice floe in Cook Inlet after a hair-raising ride on an outgoing tide.

	  
	  
	1976
	Nome edged out Bethel to win the 9th Annual Native Youth Olympics in Anchorage.
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	1901
	The first regularly constituted common council of the town of Nome was organized in the court house.

	  
	  
	1944
	The Odd Fellows Hall, a Nome landmark, was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Detroit '59'ers cancelled plans to settle on homesteads on the Kenai Peninsula, and travelled to sites in Susitna and Fairbanks instead. Their trip began March 5, from Detroit, Michigan with 15 vehicles and over 50 people.

	  
	  
	1959
	Governor Bill Egan arrived back in Juneau after emergency gallbladder surgery in Seattle. He had been hospitalized within hours of his inauguration.

	  
	  
	1969
	A planned avalanche bowled over the ski lift shack at Mt. Alyeska.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Alaska House of Representatives decided not to name John Haines the Poet Laureate after members were unable to come up with any information about him.
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	1938
	The steamer Tongass, of the Alaska Transportation Company, arrived in Juneau on her first Alaska voyage.

	  
	  
	1959
	U.S. Senator E.L. (Bob) Bartlett (D-Alaska) called for a full-scale investigation of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission's plans to take over 1,600 acres of land for a nuclear experiment.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Alaska State Senate passed an amendment to the State Constitution allowing 18-year olds to vote.

	  
	  
	1969
	A team of scientists from the University of Alaska's Geophysical Institute began their investigation of auroral radio noises, under contract with the U.S. Army.
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	1929
	A Lockheed Vega plane piloted by Anscel Eckmann arrived at Juneau on the first non-stop flight from Seattle to Alaska.

	  
	  
	1929
	Nunivak Island National Wildlife Refuge was established.

	  
	  
	1939
	The Stevens Village School was closed all week due to an influenza epidemic which affected nearly 100% of the villagers.

	  
	  
	1959
	Governor William Egan resumed his duties in the aftermath of emergency gallbladder surgery.

	  
	  
	1971
	A bill authorizing the sale of the state ferry Wickersham was sent to Governor William Egan.

	  
	  
	1979
	Steve Cowper acknowledged he was leaning more towards running for the House because, "I would enjoy that kind of job instead of one where I would be constantly in the public eye - where you're forced to keep a high public profile all the time." He became Governor in 1986.
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	1747
	Alexander Baranof was born. He was the Chief Manager of the Russian-American Company, headquartered in Sitka, serving as Alaska's first Russian Governor from 1790 until his forced retirement in 1818.

	  
	  
	1911
	Mount Wrangell erupted with fire and smoke that could be seen for many miles.

	  
	  
	1917
	Joseph A. McLean, Juneau lawyer and member of the Territorial Legislature, was born in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	An airplane trip from Anchorage to Fairbanks cost only $30.

	  
	  
	1959
	The first session of the First Alaska State Legislature adjourned at 9:54 p.m.

	  
	  
	1959
	Russia considered negotiations to land jets at Elmendorf Air Force Base, near Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1969
	Unification of the "home rule" cities of Juneau and Douglas and the greater Juneau Borough was flatly rejected by voters.
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	1824
	The U.S. and Russia signed the Treaty of St. Petersburg .

	  
	  
	1878
	Sheldon Jackson College opened its doors in Sitka.

	  
	  
	1912
	William A. Beltz, member of the Territorial and State legislatures, was born in Bear Creek, Alaska.

	  
	  
	1915
	Leonhard Seppala won the All-Alaska Sweepstakes Race at Nome.

	  
	  
	1924
	The Douglas Womens' Council decided to open a public library.

	  
	  
	1959
	John Rader was appointed as the state's first Attorney General.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Arctic Circle Chamber of Commerce endorsed the Atomic Energy Commission's plan to blast a harbor at Cape Thompson using nuclear explosives.

	  
	  
	1975
	For the first time, Alaskan residents were able to watch live national TV news, when NBC began sending its nightly news program via satellite to Juneau, Fairbanks, and Anchorage.
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	1913
	John F. A. Strong , Alaska newspaperman, was appointed the second governor of the Territory of Alaska by President Woodrow Wilson. He was also the eighth Governor, as the previous seven were Governors of the District of Alaska before it gained Territorial status.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Bureau of Land Management announced temporary withdrawal from public settlement of 86,000 acres on the Chena River near Fairbanks and 17,000 acres on the Fritz Creek near Homer.

	  
	  
	1957
	The Chilkat, the first ferry in the Alaska Marine Highway system, was launched at Tacoma.
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	1867
	The U.S. Senate approved the Alaska Purchase .

	  
	  
	1899
	The post office of Kotzebue was established with Robert Samms as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1933
	John W. Troy took office as the sixth Governor of the Territory of Alaska, appointed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

	  
	  
	1979
	A majority of the State House sponsored a resolution to convene the Legislature in Willow in 1981, the site selected in 1976 as Alaska's new capital. (Voters disapproved appropriating money for the capital move in 1982)
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	1875
	Frank H. Waskey, the first delegate (non-voting) in Congress from Alaska, was born in Minnesota.

	  
	  
	1889
	Lyman E. Knapp took office as the third Governor of the District of Alaska, appointed by President Benjamin Harrison.

	  
	  
	1904
	Edward Lewis "Bob" Bartlett , who became one of the first two U.S. senators from the State of Alaska, was born in Seattle.

	  
	  
	1935
	The steamer North Sea, Northland Transportation Company, arrived in Juneau on her first Alaska voyage.
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	1838
	John Muir , famed naturalist who explored much of Southeast Alaska, was born in Scotland.

	  
	  
	1925
	Morris W. Griffith, U.S. Marshall at Nome , died suddenly.

	  
	  
	1959
	Russia's Literary Gazette reported that Soviet engineers were studying the idea of building a bridge from Siberia to Alaska. The bridge could carry railroad tracks and atomic pumps to divert warm ocean currents toward the Arctic Ocean to warm up the area's climate.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Alaska House of Representatives failed to pass a bill by Anchorage Representative Terry Martin restricting abortions for the poor.
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	1917
	A major portion of the mining on Douglas Island - near Juneau - ended with the flooding of the Treadwell, 700, and Mexican mines.

	  
	  
	1930
	Deputy U.S. Marshall E. H. Sherman was shot and killed in Haines.

	  
	  
	1949
	Territorial Engineer Frank Metcalfe, announced that installation of recording speedometers will be required on all trucks to help remedy the problem of fast and reckless driving.

	  
	  
	1959
	The village of Unalakleet received its first lawn to go with the lawn mower they had previously received from the Federal Aviation Administration.
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	1949
	President Harry Truman signed an Alaskan Housing Bill to set up a revolving fund for the Alaska Housing Authority.

	  
	  
	1959
	The National Education Association announced that Alaska was second in the nation in per pupil expenditures for public schools at $520 behind New York's $535.

	  
	  
	1965
	A top Alaska fisheries official stated that Alaska could lose 2 decades of conservation work if Japan does not stop depleting the Bristol Bay salmon run.

	  
	  
	1969
	Reports that the Walter Hickel Highway, otherwise known as the "Ice Road to the North Slope," was under "some 5-feet of water" prompted a resolution in the Alaska State Senate that it should become part of the Alaska Marine Highway system.
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	1827
	James Sheakley , the fourth Governor of the District of Alaska, was born in Pennsylvania.

	  
	  
	1912
	The Second Alaska Organic Act passed the U. S. House.

	  
	  
	1951
	The old herring reduction plant at Killisnoo was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1956
	The proposed Constitution of the State of Alaska was ratified by the voters in a Primary election.

	  
	  
	1969
	A University of California engineer advised that building a 50-mile bridge from Alaska to Siberia across the Bering Strait was entirely feasible.
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	1932
	Joe Crosson made the first landing on Muldrow Glacier on Mount McKinley.

	  
	  
	1939
	Frank Berry, Superintendent of Public Facilities, announced a campaign to decrease radio interference in Anchorage by having filters installed on all automotive ignition systems.

	  
	  
	1949
	President Harry Truman vetoed the compensation of 3 Alaskan milk farmers for harm done by low-flying U.S. military planes (in 1941).

	  
	  
	1969
	The Alaska House of Representatives approved a resolution calling on the Food and Drug Administration to designate the tanner crab as the "Queen Crab."

	  
	  
	1979
	The Alaska State Senate failed to pass a pro-capital move resolution by a vote of 10 to 7.
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	1899
	A fire destroyed a major portion of Dawson City in Canada's Yukon Territory.

	  
	  
	1965
	A Bureau of Commercial Fisheries vessel began a 2-month voyage to explore potential bottom-fishing grounds along the Continental Shelf.

	  
	  
	1967
	The Civil Aeronautics Board gave Alaska Airlines temporary permission to serve Sitka .

	  
	  
	1979
	A Japanese barley specialist declared that Alaska barley was "inferior."

	  
	  
	1988
	The first expedition to cross the Arctic on foot reached the North Pole.
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	1949
	U.S. Military officials announced plans for a permanent arctic equipment testing station at Big Delta.

	  
	  
	1949
	Anchorage set a new winter snowfall record of 104.3 inches.

	  
	  
	1958
	A Juneau man drove away a young black bear by kicking it in the rump.

	  
	  
	1970
	An apparent oil spill in Bristol Bay killed as many as 86,000 murres (a kind of seabird).
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	1898
	The townsite of Council on the Seward Peninsula was staked and a mining district formed.

	  
	  
	1949
	Dr. James Ryan, the Territorial Commissioner of Education, told a Senate committee that Alaskan children were of superior intelligence because of the "high-grade" of the territorial pioneers.

	  
	  
	1959
	U.S. Senator Ernest Gruening revealed plans to authorize the Army Corps of Engineers to construct a hydro-electric dam at Rampart Canyon on the Yukon River.

	  
	  
	1975
	Fifteen Alaskan volunteers left on the first leg of a privately-funded airlift to bring Vietnamese orphans to the U.S.
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	1930
	The cornerstone of the Federal and Territorial Building, now the Alaska State Capitol, was laid in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Fairbanks Junior Chamber of Commerce voted to sue Collier's Magazine for printing false information about the Alaskan climate.

	  
	  
	1974
	Construction of the Haul Road from Fairbanks to Prudhoe Bay , now the James Dalton Highway, began. Work was completed 154 days later. Twelve hundred workers were employed north of the Yukon River.

	  
	  
	1979
	The town of Skagway feared that the planned road to Whitehorse would bring a tourist deluge.
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	1913
	The bill creating the Alaska Pioneer's Home was approved by Walter E. Clark, Governor of the Territory of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1940
	Juneau changed its clocks to Seattle time, 14 years after Ketchikan led the way.

	  
	  
	1967
	While the rest of the U.S. went on Daylight Savings Time, Alaska remained on Standard Time, due to a one-year exemption from the Uniform Time Act.

	  
	  
	1975
	Former Governor William Egan accepted a job managing a pension fund for the Electrical Workers Union and the Electrical Contractors Association.

	 
 
	
	

	May
	
	

	  
	1
	
	

	  
	  
	1914
	Secretary of the Interior Franklin K. Lane announced that the Susitna route had been chosen for the Alaska Railroad .

	  
	  
	1934
	Legal liquor returned to Alaska and 10 liquor stores opened in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	U.S. Secretary of the Interior Fred Seaton sent Congress a bill seeking to establish an Arctic Wildlife Range .

	  
	  
	1959
	The DEW (Defense Early Warning) Line System was extended along the Aleutian Islands.

	  
	  
	1959
	Governor William Egan formed the Departments of Law, Labor, and Natural Resources.

	  
	  
	1979
	Anchorage Mayor George Sullivan blasted reports that earthquake danger makes much of the city unsafe, saying he expected Anchorage buildings to survive the next earthquake.

	  
	2
	
	

	  
	  
	1778
	Captain James Cook sighted and named Mount Edgecumbe near present-day Sitka.

	  
	  
	1913
	The first Alaska Territorial Legislature adjourned sine die after 61 days.

	  
	  
	1927
	The Alaska Legislature adopted the official flag of the territory of Alaska, eight stars of gold on a field of blue, created by 13-year old Benny Benson.

	  
	  
	1959
	The discovery of gambling in Fairbanks shocked the town as six men were arrested playing poker.

	  
	  
	1963
	A fire swept the Cordova business district, causing more than $1 million in damages.

	  
	  
	1974
	Plans for the oil terminal at Valdez received the go ahead. The terminal, to be constructed across a two-mile wide bay, was to be the operations center of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline.

	  
	  
	1974
	Standard Oil and Exxon opposed the Alaska Pipeline, preferring a Canadian route which would have better served the financial interests of the two companies.

	  
	  
	1979
	The National Park Service announced its intent to ban all aircraft flying into Alaska monument lands for subsistence hunting and fishing.

	  
	  
	1984
	President Ronald Reagan met Pope John Paul II in Fairbanks.
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	1903
	The Homestead Act was extended to Alaska by the U.S. Congress.

	  
	  
	1917
	The first Alaska Primary Election law was approved, with the first Primary Election held in April, 1918.

	  
	  
	1917
	Governor John Strong approved a bill creating the Alaska Agricultural College and School of Mines, now the University of Alaska - Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1938
	Pacific Alaska Airways flew the first contract airmail from Juneau to Fairbanks. (They had been flying for three years without a contract.)

	  
	  
	1979
	Tests reveal that atomic fallout levels in Alaska were at 50% higher than United Nation tolerance levels, due to the magnetic pull of the earth's pole in the Arctic.

	  
	  
	1979
	Hundreds of bargain-hunters jammed the lobby of the Captain Cook Hotel in Anchorage for 49¢ airfares to San Francisco. After the melee, 85 held tickets.
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	1911
	Cordova residents shoveled Canadian coal into the harbor to protest federal reservations of Alaska coal lands. The event became known as the Cordova Coal Party .

	  
	  
	1925
	Charles R. Hoyt, one of Alaska's most colorful journalists, was born in Fairbanks. (He died on November 6, 1974.)

	  
	  
	1939
	Lt. Col. Gregory Holsington was ordered transferred to Chilkoot Barracks in Haines as its new commander.

	  
	  
	1949
	Alaska's General Fund was $450,000 short of being able to pay its bills.

	  
	  
	1952
	An Alaska Air Command C-47 was the first aircraft to land at the geographic center of the North Pole.

	  
	  
	1972
	Wilderness areas were established in Alaska's state parks.
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	1917
	Lester D. Henderson, Superintendent of Schools in Juneau, was appointed the Territory of Alaska's first Commissioner of Education.

	  
	  
	1928
	Henry O'Malley, U.S. Commissioner of Fisheries, asked for a decrease in taking and packing salmon for fear of depleting the fisheries.
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	1935
	The first contingent of CCC workers for the great Matanuska colonization project rolled into Anchorage at noon aboard the Alaska Railroad.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Bartlett post office was established near Seward, but was discontinued in 1958.
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	1885
	William L. Paul, the first Native elected to the Territorial Legislature, was born at Port Simpson, British Columbia to a Tlingit mother.

	  
	  
	1885
	Alfred P. Swineford took office as the 2nd Governor of the District of Alaska, appointed by President Grover Cleveland.
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	1891
	Howard Lyng, who served many years in the Alaska Territorial House and Senate, was born at Sand Point, Alaska.

	  
	  
	1906
	The Alaska Delegate Act passed Congress which allowed an Alaskan to sit within the House of Representatives (a non-voting seat until statehood in 1959).

	  
	  
	1916
	Wrangell's first bank, The Bank of Alaska, opened its doors.

	  
	  
	1939
	Pacific Alaska Airways announced that 20,000 pounds of mail was flown between Juneau, Whitehorse, and Fairbanks in the first year of air mail service for these cities.

	  
	  
	1941
	The Army activated Fort Meares at Dutch Harbor with 8 officers and 142 enlisted men.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Borough of Anchorage called for a 30-day pet quarantine after nine residents of Southcentral Alaska required rabies vaccinations.

	  
	  
	1969
	A rifle slug was found in the engine of an Alaska Airlines jet. The slug was so flattened that the caliber could not be determined.

	  
	9
	
	

	  
	  
	1899
	The post office of Sunrise was established on the Kenai Peninsula, with Nellie Frost as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1932
	The Taku Harbor cannery of Libby, McNeil, and Libby (south of Juneau) was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Federal Communications Commission granted permission for a radio telephone station at the Nome office of the Alaska Steamship Company.

	  
	  
	1969
	Governor Keith Miller signed into law a bill lowering the voting age in Alaska from 19 to 18 years.

	  
	  
	1970
	Kachemack Bay State Park was established.
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	1910
	The schooner Lizzie S. Sorrenson, engaged in whaling in Southeast Alaska, was struck and sunk by a whale.

	  
	  
	1957
	Mike Stepovich of Fairbanks was nominated by President Eisenhower to be the 15th Governor Alaska. He was the last Territorial Governor before statehood, taking office on April 8.
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	1852
	Vice-President Charles Warren Fairbanks , whom Fairbanks was named after, was born in Ohio.

	  
	  
	1912
	Work began on the Governor's Mansion in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1929
	The first legal boxing event in the Territory of Alaska was held in Juneau. Previously, such boxing was illegal.

	  
	  
	1943
	American Army troops landed on Attu Island, beginning a fierce battle to recapture the island from the Japanese.

	  
	  
	1972
	U.S. Secretary of the Interior Rogers Morton decided to grant a right-of-way permit for construction of the 798-mile Trans-Alaska Pipeline, pending litigation by environmental groups.
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	1898
	Dr. Charles C. Georgeson arrived in Sitka to begin the Alaska programs of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

	  
	  
	1921
	Farley Mowat - Canadian author - was born.

	  
	  
	1926
	Juneau's first concrete paving began, from Seward Street to the Alaskan Hotel.
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	1930
	Mike Gravel , U.S. Senator from 1969 to 1980, was born.

	  
	  
	1938
	Alaskindia post office was established at the Wrangell Institute. It was discontinued in 1945.

	  
	  
	1947
	Anchorage voters approved an independent school district for their area.

	  
	  
	1962
	The Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center opened.
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	1898
	President McKinley approved an Act of Congress granting a right-of-way to the White Pass Railway.

	  
	  
	1939
	Noted musher Charles "Slim" Williams began his trip from Fairbanks to the World's Fair in New York, travelling by motorcycle along the proposed route of the International American-Canadian Highway.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Federal Housing Administration announced its first commitment to insure a mortgage in the Alaskan Housing Project, The Turnagain Apartments in Anchorage.
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	1926
	The dirigible Norge, carrying famed explorer Roald Amundsen, arrived in Teller at 2 a.m. after a flight over the North Pole.

	  
	  
	1941
	The contract was approved for construction of the $42,000 Juneau International Airport.

	  
	  
	1959
	A new state minimum wage of $1.50 per hour took effect, a 25¢ increase.

	  
	  
	1961
	Retired Rear Admiral Bafford E. Lewellen assumed his duties as the Director and General Manager of the newly formed Alaska ferry system.
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	1910
	The "Million Dollar" Miles Glacier bridge was completed on the Copper River and Northwestern Railway.

	  
	  
	1949
	Bert Griffin, a University of Alaska Geology professor, was rescued by the U.S. Air Force from Innoko River in the first night glider rescue.

	  
	  
	1979
	The 140 villagers of Anaktuvuk Pass tested for higher levels of radiation from fallout because of their exclusive reliance on caribou. Caribou eat lichen, which retains radiation for years.
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	1884
	The first Alaska Organic Act was approved, creating a district government for the northern possession.

	  
	  
	1906
	The U.S. Congress passed the Native Allotment Act .

	  
	  
	1927
	Pilot Ed Young flew the first air mail from Anchorage to Nome .

	  
	  
	1945
	The first long distance call from Fairbanks was made.

	  
	  
	1949
	President Harry Truman put the Alaska Statehood Bill in his "Top Ten" priority list.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Udall-Anderson "d-2" bill passed the U.S. House by a margin of 268-157, due to a highly organized environmental coalition and a determined Carter administration.
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	1834
	Sheldon Jackson, Alaskan educator, was born.

	  
	  
	1901
	The Nome Nugget, the state's oldest continuously published newspaper, was established as a semi-weekly.

	  
	  
	1916
	The Bank of Alaska opened its doors at Anchorage, later to become the National Bank of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1949
	The first radio beam air navigation system was put into operation at Ketchikan .
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	1949
	The American President Lines and the Alaska Road Commission met to discuss a proposed ferry system linking Prince Rupert, British Columbia with Southeast Alaska.

	  
	  
	1988
	An Anchorage woman became the first fatality of the 1988 climbing season on Mt. McKinley .

	  
	  
	1988
	Governor Steve Cowper announced cash incentives to encourage the use of minority and women-owned businesses in the $300 million Bradley Lake Hydroelectric project.
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	1909
	Walter E. Clark was appointed the seventh and last governor of the District of Alaska by President William Taft. In 1912, he became Governor of the Territory of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1949
	An ice jam caused the Yukon River to flood, marooning 182 people overnight on a small knoll near Fort Yukon.

	  
	  
	1963
	Two Swedish pilots completed the first voyage over the North Pole in a single-engine Piper Comanche, flying from Stockholm to Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1986
	Voters approved the Northwest Arctic Borough.
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	1778
	Captain James Cook sighted and named Cape Elizabeth at the entrance to Cook Inlet.

	  
	  
	1913
	John F.A. Strong took office in Juneau as the second governor of the Territory of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1971
	The ferry MV Malaspina, responding to a MAYDAY signal, saved the lives of seventy people from seven nations aboard the Norwegian motor vessel, Meteor.
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	1935
	135 Michigan and Wisconsin families, comprising 638 men, women and children, arrived in Seward. They were the second and last big group of colonists Uncle Sam was placing in the Matanuska Valley.

	  
	  
	1979
	After 4 years of research, Juneau whale biologist Chuck Juraz proved that humpback whales migrate between Alaska and Hawaii, using Alaska for feeding grounds and Hawaii for calving.
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	1877
	General Orders were issued by the Army, withdrawing all troops from Alaska.

	  
	  
	1902
	Underwater prospector W.A. Boyce was trapped in a 2,000 pound diving bell for half an hour. While being lowered, the derrick toppled over and the bell's air valve snapped. Boyce was rescued due to heroic efforts and vowed to try again.

	  
	  
	1903
	Ralph J. Rivers, who became an Alaska legislator, attorney general, and the first member of Congress, was born in Seattle.

	  
	  
	1949
	Lt. Governor Steve McAlpine was born in Yakima, Washington.
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	1903
	Ralph Rivers , Alaska's first voting Representative, was born. He served in the U.S. House from 1959 until 1966.

	  
	  
	1933
	By decision of the City Council, Juneau switched to Daylight Savings Time for the first time since World War One.

	  
	  
	1963
	Two Swedish pilots completed the first round-trip voyage over the North Pole in a single-engine Piper Comanche, reaching Stockholm 30 hours after departing Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1984
	Mountaineers made the first live radio broadcast from the summit of Mt. McKinley .
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	1848
	John G. Brady , the fifth Governor of the District of Alaska, was born in New York City.

	  
	  
	1949
	Father Bernard Hubbard, "The Glacier Priest," received the First Annual Globetrotter Award from the World Geographical Society for his film, "Trailer Tour of Alaska."
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	1867
	The Alaska Purchase was passed by the U.S. Senate.

	  
	  
	1900
	Congress passed an act establishing the Washington-Alaska Military Cable for telegraphic communication.

	  
	  
	1929
	The steamer Aleutian, flagship of the Alaska Steamship Company, was wrecked off Kodiak Island, with the loss of one life.

	  
	  
	1956
	The Coliseum Theatre and Redman Building in Ketchikan were destroyed by fire.
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	1905
	The steamboat White Seal was launched at Fairbanks , the first registered vessel to be built on the Tanana River.

	  
	  
	1935
	The flu epidemic in Barrow was reported practically over after 18 villagers died.
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	1867
	The Alaska Purchase was ratified by President Andrew Johnson.

	  
	  
	1958
	The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Alaska Statehood Bill by a vote of 208 to 166.

	  
	  
	1979
	Susan Butcher and Joe Reddington reached the 17,200-foot level in their attempt to be the first to mush sled dogs to the top of 20,320-foot Mt. McKinley .
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	1883
	George A. Parks , the eleventh governor of Alaska, was born in Denver, Colorado.

	  
	  
	1885
	The Juneau Public School System began as a one-teacher, one-room school.

	  
	  
	1901
	The Nome Daily News reported that Nome's first great fire erupted after a worker absentmindedly dropped a match into a pile of old wallpaper. The blaze destroyed eight blocks of the town. Firefighters were frustrated by ice in the hoses.

	  
	  
	1917
	Headquarters of the Alaska Road Commission were ordered transferred from Skagway to Juneau.

	  
	  
	1948
	The Shemya Army Post was activated with 242 officers (236 men/7 women) and 4, 565 enlisted men.

	  
	  
	1979
	Four straining dogs and five climbers reached the top of Mt. McKinley at 4 p.m., achieving the first dog team assault on the 20,320-foot peak, after spending 6 weeks on the mountain.
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	1778
	Captain James Cook discovered Turnagain Arm while looking for the Northwest Passage.

	  
	  
	1899
	The Harriman Scientific Expedition left Seattle for Alaska.

	  
	  
	1979
	U.S. Representative Don Young, speaking in Fairbanks, suggested a way of showing the state's displeasure in the House-passed "d-2" bill. "How long could the IRS and other Federal buildings last at 60 degrees below zero if no water, lights, or power were supplied by the municipality?"

	  
	31
	
	

	  
	  
	1935
	Radio station KINY-AM went on the air at 7:30 p.m. - and was Juneau's only broadcast station for more than 10 years.

	  
	  
	1977
	The final weld on the Trans-Alaska Pipeline was completed. It was three years in the making.

	 
 
	
	

	June
	
	

	  
	1
	
	

	  
	  
	1904
	The first two high school graduates in Alaska received their diplomas in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1909
	The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition opened on what is now the University of Washington campus in Seattle.

	  
	  
	1925
	The Sitka National Cemetery was established by executive order of President Calvin Coolidge.

	  
	  
	1939
	The U.S. Marshall seized seven slot machines in a raid on The Fisherman's Club in Anchorage. Under the 1912 Alaska Organic Act , gambling devices were subject to seizure and destruction. (The First Organic Act was passed in 1884 by the U.S. Congress, creating the District of Alaska.)

	  
	  
	1959
	Key components of Alaska's first nuclear power plant - including the reactor vessel - were loaded onto the freighter, Chena, in Seattle. The reactor was scheduled to be installed in Fort Greely.

	  
	2
	
	

	  
	  
	1902
	President Theodore Roosevelt approved the first Alaska game law.

	  
	  
	1924
	American Indians were finally declared citizens of the United States under the Indian Citizenship Act, passed by Congress.

	  
	  
	1939
	The contract to pave the Alaska portion of the Haines Highway was awarded to Lytle and Green Construction.

	  
	  
	1942
	The Japanese bombed Dutch Harbor .

	  
	  
	1959
	The Bureau of Indian Affairs announced that construction would start in Unalakeet on the first high school to be operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in a native village in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1986
	The Northwest Arctic Borough was incorporated, detaching 3,298 acres of territory - including the Red Dog Zinc Mine - from the North Slope Borough.

	  
	3
	
	

	  
	  
	1932
	The Juneau City Council voted to issue a warning to all steamship companies that stowaways will not be allowed to land.

	  
	  
	1959
	U.S. Secretary of the Interior Fred Seaton gave Alaska final clearance to begin selecting large chunks of federal land as one of the benefits of statehood.

	  
	  
	1970
	Demolition began on the 55-year old Anchorage Hotel at the corner of Third and "E" Streets.

	  
	4
	
	

	  
	  
	1954
	Two pigeons were finally removed from the Juneau City Library after taking two fast turns around the fiction section, stopping briefly at the periodicals before perching on a high light fixture. It took two police officers, a librarian, and a length of rope to evict the birds.

	  
	  
	1964
	Fairbanks police seized $35,000 worth of marijuana and arrested two on charges of "possession of a narcotic."

	  
	  
	1970
	Alaska Airlines bought the Alyeska Ski Corporation.

	  
	5
	
	

	  
	  
	1915
	The first issue of The Anchorage Times was published.

	  
	  
	1917
	The cornerstone was laid for the Juneau School Building which later became the community college. The site is now a playground.

	  
	  
	1924
	President Calvin Coolidge signed a Federal Highway Construction Bill that included $130,000 for Alaska.

	  
	  
	1939
	The U.S. Army notified the U.S. Land Office of the withdrawal of a 144 square mile tract northwest of Anchorage up to Eagle River as a military reservation.

	  
	  
	1958
	Singer Bing Crosby and bandleader Phil Harris visited Ketchikan while on a cruise of Southeast Alaska.

	  
	  
	1964
	The Bureau of Land Management announced that 17,000 applications had been received by the close of the application period for oil and gas leases on the North Slope.

	  
	6
	
	

	  
	  
	1900
	The Act of June 6, 1900, providing for a Civil Code for Alaska, amending the Organic Act of 1884, which established the seat of government for the District of Alaska at Juneau.

	  
	  
	1912
	Mount Katmai on the Alaska Peninsula erupted, covering Kodiak and a number of smaller villages with ashes.

	  
	  
	1914
	A government survey party arrived at Ship Creek to begin a survey for a railroad to Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1947
	Barbara Washburn became the first woman to reach the summit of Mt. McKinley .

	  
	  
	1970
	An Alaska Airlines 707 jet departed for Khabarovsk on the airline's inaugural Siberian tour.

	  
	7
	
	

	  
	  
	1868
	The American flag was raised over Fort Wrangell, formerly known as Fort Stikine and Fort Dionysius.

	  
	  
	1940
	A crew of 25 workmen began construction of Elmendorf Air Force Base near Anchorage. In 1960, a memorial to the late Captain M. Elmendorf was dedicated. Elmendorf was killed at Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio while testing a new type of pursuit plane.

	  
	  
	1942
	Japanese troops occupied Attu Island at the end of the Aleutian chain.

	  
	  
	1950
	The Federal Bureau of Mines Station was completed on Juneau (Mayflower) Island.

	  
	  
	1969
	The MV Tustumena docked at Anchorage. It was 58 feet longer than before, and had 40% more space for vehicles and passengers. The "Trusty Tusty" - or the "Rusty Tusty" - provides service to the Aleutian Islands, Seward, Kodiak, and other Prince William Sound ports.

	  
	8
	
	

	  
	  
	1899
	Noel Wein - pioneer Alaskan aviator - was born.

	  
	  
	1931
	Mount Fairweather - west of Glacier Bay - was scaled for the first time.

	  
	  
	1959
	The drive to raise $750,000 to build a new Providence Hospital in Anchorage kicked off.

	  
	9
	
	

	  
	  
	1933
	Don Young - "Congressman for All Alaska" - was born in Meridan, California.

	  
	  
	1939
	The Walker Act, also called the "Cocktail Bar Law", went into effect despite protests that it would return Alaska to the crime ridden days of saloons.

	  
	  
	1947
	The Farwest Packing Company cannery at Wrangell was destroyed in a fire.

	  
	  
	1958
	Governor Mike Stepovich's portrait appeared on the cover of Time Magazine, illustrating a five-page story on Alaska.

	  
	  
	1958
	An earthquake hit near Yakutat, registering 8.0 on the Richter scale.

	  
	  
	1979
	A 5-day-old fire near Delta Junction hopped the Alaska Highway near the Gerstle River and sealed off Canadian traffic to Fairbanks. Damage to the 50,000 acre Delta Barley project was estimated at 12,800 acres.

	  
	10
	
	

	  
	  
	1956
	KINY-TV signed on the air as Juneau's first television station.

	  
	  
	1959
	A Canadian engineer proposed exchanging Alaska's panhandle for Yukon Territory land west of the Alaska Highway.

	  
	  
	1964
	Anchorage's highway link with the Kenai Peninsula was cut as an extremely high tide washed out part of the road near Portage.

	  
	  
	1974
	The National Bank of Alaska predicted that 5,000 families would migrate to Anchorage in 1974, and about 2,500 would migrate to Fairbanks.

	  
	11
	
	

	  
	  
	1958
	Clear was picked as the location of a Missile Detection Station.

	  
	  
	1968
	The Sportsman's Game Preservation Association asked for Governor Walter Hickel's help as it sought to shorten the moose hunting season around Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1970
	Sheffield Enterprises, Inc. announced it would take over operation of the Baranof Hotel in Juneau. Bill Sheffield later became Governor in 1982.

	  
	  
	1979
	Some 60,000 gallons of crude oil leaked from a 5-inch crack in the Trans-Alaska Pipeline contaminating 30 miles of the Atigun River.

	  
	12
	
	

	  
	  
	1949
	The new Juneau Airport Terminal, the first municipally-owned airport terminal in Alaska, was dedicated. The building contained Alaska Coastal Airlines, Pan American Airways, Pacific Northern Airlines, and U.S. Customs, as well as three phone booths, a taxi cab office, and a nursery (considered a novel feature).

	  
	  
	1954
	Dr. Gilbert Grosvenor, Chairman of the Board of the National Geographic Society, stopped in Juneau on his first Alaska tour.

	  
	  
	1960
	President Dwight Eisenhower visited Alaska during a stopover in Anchorage enroute to Japan.

	  
	  
	1969
	Five people were dumped in the water when their 18-foot outboard collided with a whale north of Juneau. The whale escaped unharmed.

	  
	  
	1970
	The Anchorage Daily Times ran an editorial discussing the anti-pollution frenzy of many ecology-action groups, labelling it "the fad of ecology."

	  
	13
	
	

	  
	  
	1887
	A burro pack train, the first in Alaska, made its first trip to Silver Bow Basin near Juneau to bring out gold ore.

	  
	  
	1939
	Two Army helicopters set an unofficial altitude record by landing on and taking off from Mt. Sanford, 16,237 feet high.

	  
	  
	1979
	Tanker number 1000, the SS ARCO Heritage, sailed from Valdez.

	  
	  
	1988
	A group of 82 natives, politicians, and members of the press made the 45-minute flight from Nome to Provideniya on Friendship Flight One. The flight across the Bering Strait to Siberia was to establish family ties and open up the gateway for a regular flight for tourists.

	  
	14
	
	

	  
	  
	1877
	U. S. Army troops at Sitka and Wrangell bid farewell to Alaska and sailed south.

	  
	  
	1940
	Pan American Airways inaugurated Clipper Service between Seattle, Ketchikan, and Juneau.

	  
	  
	1944
	Most of the town of Hoonah was destroyed by fire.

	  
	15
	
	

	  
	  
	1949
	A Reclamation Bureau report to President Harry Truman claimed it was quite conceivable that unless a development plan was made for Alaska, its resources might be divided among the people of the world by the United Nations.

	  
	  
	1954
	An Anchorage woman fired six shots at her husband while he lay in bed and missed with all of them. She was charged with careless use of a firearm.

	  
	  
	1958
	The rain swollen Matanuska River inundated thousands of acres in the Big Valley area between Palmer and Ekluina.

	  
	  
	1970
	The trial of Teamsters Union official Jesse Carr on a charge of embezzlement began.
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	1921
	Scott C. Bone took office as the tenth Governor of Alaska, appointed by President Warren Harding.

	  
	  
	1925
	George A. Parks was inaugurated as the eleventh governor of Alaska, appointed by President Calvin Coolidge.

	  
	  
	1930
	A fire destroyed most of the remaining buildings of the Alaska-Gastineau Mining Company at Perseverance, near Juneau.

	  
	  
	1942
	The SS Coldbook was sunk by enemy action off Middleton Island.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Air Force's 72nd Strategic Reconnaissance Squadron finished photo-mapping 260,000 square miles of Alaska for strategic locations of defense units.

	  
	  
	1949
	A new company - The Kuskoquim Transportation Company - announced plans to begin operations on the Kuskoquim River.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Trans-Alaska Pipeline sprung a leak 65 miles north of the Valdez Terminal. About 300 barrels of oil sprayed from a 3-inch hairline crack.
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	1953
	The military port of Whittier was virtually destroyed by a $20 million fire.

	  
	  
	1959
	Voters in Spenard and parts of Mountain View voted for annexation by the city of Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1964
	Voters in the proposed Chilkat Borough in the Haines area defeated incorporation overwhelmingly, 154-22.

	  
	  
	1964
	A dead whale was found near Sitka carrying a Russian made radio-harpoon. A spokesman for the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries said there was no cause for alarm, as the device was undoubtedly a new type of gear used by the Russian whaling fleet.

	  
	  
	1974
	Governor William Egan sent a telegram to Secretary of State Henry Kissenger protesting the latest incident of fisheries treaty violations by a Japanese gillnet vessel that was sighted illegally salmon fishing.
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	1834
	Russian forces thwarted plans of the Hudson's Bay Company to go up the Stikine River.

	  
	  
	1893
	James Sheakley took office as the fourth Governor of the District of Alaska, appointed by President Grover Cleveland.

	  
	  
	1896
	Waino E. Hendrickson, who became Secretary of Alaska and Acting Governor, was born.

	  
	  
	1949
	A test bore in the Navy's Reserve Number Four produced a honey-colored oil, but no oil in commercial quantities was found.

	  
	  
	1951
	Daily passenger service on the Alaska Railroad began from Fairbanks to Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1959
	Ernest Williams, a Kake village leader, was the first person arrested in the state's attempt to enforce its new anti-fishtrap law.

	  
	  
	1969
	Alaska Airlines began construction of its terminal in Wrangell .

	  
	19
	
	

	  
	  
	1912
	An executive order was issued by President Taft creating the Hydaburg Indian Reservation .

	  
	  
	1914
	Two battery-powered electric locomotives, weighing 4 1/2 tons each, arrived in Juneau by boat. They were scheduled to be used at the Treadwell and the Alaska-Juneau Mines.

	  
	  
	1959
	An airborne caravan of 40 small planes piloted by the National Flying Farmers Association landed in Palmer as part of a tour of Alaska. At that time, it was the largest number of planes at the Palmer Airport at one time.

	  
	  
	1974
	Journalist Lowell Thomas Sr. declared Glacier Bay to be one of the seven Natural Wonders of the World. Later that year, Lowell Thomas Jr. was elected to serve as Lieutenant Governor to Jay Hammond.
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	1867
	The Alaska Purchase Treaty was proclaimed by President Andrew Johnson.

	  
	  
	1884
	The town of Bethel was named by Moravian missionaries who were establishing a mission there.

	  
	  
	1940
	The Pan American Airways flying boat Alaska Clipper arrived at Auke Bay near Juneau on the first official airmail flight from Seattle.

	  
	  
	1949
	A Bureau of Reclamation report claimed that since U.S. and Canadian forests were dwindling quickly, Alaska's rich coastal forests should be developed. According to the report, they were capable of producing 100 million board feet annually - now and forever.

	  
	  
	1959
	The University of Alaska announced a $100,000 contract from the Atomic Energy Commission to conduct a biological study of the Ogotorok region of Alaska as part of the A.E.C.'s proposed harbor excavation project. The harbor was to be excavated using nuclear explosives.

	  
	  
	1969
	British Columbia Premier W.A.C. Bennett said, "It is vitally important to the Western world to develop and populate Alaska, and paving the Alaska Highway will achieve both ends."

	  
	  
	1974
	An early morning fire consumed the seventh floor of Juneau's Baranof Hotel. The most seriously injured was State Senator John Rader, who broke an arm and a leg escaping by a bedsheet.

	  
	  
	1977
	At 10:05 a.m., oil began to flow in the Trans-Alaska Pipeline , 48" in diameter and 798 miles long. It reached the Valdez tanker terminal at 11:02 p.m. on July 28, 1977, 38 days later.
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	1900
	Juneau voters approved incorporation as a first-class, home-rule city by a vote of 61 to 19.

	  
	  
	1929
	Robert Marshall and Noel Wien left Fairbanks for Wiseman to study arctic tree rings.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Alaska Board of Administration froze over $5 million of Territorial appropriations indefinitely, due to lack of funds.

	  
	  
	1949
	The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reported that male fur seals have more Vitamin A in their livers than female fur seals.

	  
	  
	1967
	An earthquake , measuring 6.8 on the Richter scale, jolted the city of Fairbanks . Over 2,000 smaller earthquakes were recorded in the 24-hour period that followed.

	  
	22
	
	

	  
	  
	1865
	The Confederate raider Shenandoah fired the last shot of the Civil War in the Bering Sea off the coast of Siberia.

	  
	  
	1939
	Regional Forester B. Frank Heintzlemann suggested developing Alaskan peat to displace European peat in gardens and nurseries.

	  
	  
	1939
	The U.S. Forest Service announced that 25 homesites and other tracts of land in the Chugach National Forest would be opened for public entry under the Public Land laws.

	  
	  
	1948
	The town of Yakutat on the edge of the Gulf of Alaska was formally incorporated as a city.

	  
	  
	1949
	Favorable comments concerning Juneau's new parking meters were reported by Police Chief Bernie Hulk.

	  
	  
	1949
	U.S. and Alaska health officials set up equipment at Taku Lodge near Juneau and began conducting experiments on adult mosquito control.
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	1897
	John G. Brady took office as the fifth Governor of the District of Alaska, appointed by President William McKinley.

	  
	  
	1933
	E.W. Griffin took office as Secretary of Alaska under Governor John Troy.

	  
	  
	1939
	District Ranger C.M. Archbold of Ketchikan proposed establishing a bear preserve at Loring as a hunting attraction for camera-toting tourists.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Salmon Creek Country Club, a Juneau night spot, burned to the ground.

	  
	  
	1969
	More than 2,300 acres of prime recreation forest was blackened by a fire in the Russian River area on the Kenai Peninsula.

	  
	24
	
	

	  
	  
	1921
	The Douglas Island News published its final issue, then moved to Juneau as Stroller's Weekly.

	  
	  
	1942
	The U.S. Army activated the post at Big Delta with four officers and 74 enlisted men.

	  
	  
	1949
	The validity of Alaska's income tax law was affirmed in a court decision against the Alaska Steamship Company.

	  
	  
	1959
	The U.S. Air Force announced plans to build a satellite tracking station at Donnelly Flats near Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1969
	Jacques Cousteau's oceanographic vessel, the Calypso, arrived in Anchorage to get ready for a 6-week stay in Alaskan waters to film in Southeast Alaska and the Aleutian Islands.
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	1897
	The river steamer Alice arrived at St. Michael, at the mouth of the Yukon, with the first shipment of Yukon gold .

	  
	  
	1913
	William Maloney of Nome was appointed by Governor John F. A. Strong as the first Territorial Mine Inspector.

	  
	  
	1917
	The Right Reverend Raphael Joseph Crimont was consecrated Bishop of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	A group of Michigan 59'ers began their trip to Alaska hoping to learn from the hardships of the original Detroit 59'ers who arrived broke in the Kenai Peninsula, and who finally settled in the Susitna Valley.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Chugach Electric Association dropped its plans to build a nuclear power plant.

	  
	  
	1969
	Senator Frank E. Moss (D-Utah) told a conference that Alaska, with about 40% of the fresh water in the U.S., should evaluate the "possibility of massive water transfers within about 5 years."
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	1942
	An army post was activated at Bethel with seven officers and 305 enlisted men.

	  
	  
	1968
	The $7 million Alaska state ferry, Wickersham, began its inaugural cruise from Prince Rupert, British Columbia bound for Haines.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Atomic Energy Commission moved 250 sea otters from Amchitka Island in preparation for a one megaton nuclear test.

	  
	27
	
	

	  
	  
	1900
	A fracas erupted on the Nome waterfront, after the captain of the Skookum delivered several hundred head of cattle by dumping the animals into the water, forcing them to swim to shore.

	  
	  
	1903
	The final connection was made in the Trans-Alaska Telegraph System at the Salcha River.

	  
	  
	1915
	The hottest temperature ever recorded in Alaska was 100 F in Fort Yukon.

	  
	  
	1929
	Albert Voight of Los Angeles arrived in Juneau to complete preparations for a 9,000-mile voyage to New York in a combination walrus hide and rubber rowboat, using sails and paddles for power.

	  
	  
	1939
	The first shipment of Matanuska Maid products, consisting of cheeses and meats, arrived in Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1940
	Fort Richardson and Elmendorf Air Field were activated near Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1959
	Japan Airlines opened its new direct trans-Pacific service with a refueling stop in Anchorage.
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	1905
	En route to a stack fire, the Nome fire department wagon sank up to its axles in mud on Second Avenue. Meanwhile, a neighbor extinguished the blaze.

	  
	  
	1928
	A fire at Hyder destroyed much of the business district.

	  
	  
	1949
	Territorial Employment officials reported that 845 persons were unemployed in Fairbanks , the highest number of unemployed on record at that time.

	  
	  
	1949
	U.S. Treasury officials warned that counterfeit $20 bills were being circulated in Fairbanks and elsewhere in the Territory.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Alaska Fisherman's Union and the Cook Inlet Cannery Workers Union went on strike in Seldovia and Kenai.

	  
	  
	1979
	Heavy rains in Atigun Pass caused crude oil spilled from a crack in the pipeline to overflow a containment dike and surge back into the Atigun River.
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	1900
	The cities of Juneau and Skagway were incorporated as Alaska's first, first-class, home-rule cities by order of the U.S. District Court.

	  
	  
	1900
	Nome's clocks were adjusted after M.J. Reddy took a sighting on the sun and found that Nome's clocks had been about an hour slow.

	  
	  
	1900
	Two deputy marshalls arrested Nome saloon owner Wyatt Earp , who was accused of interfering with an officer. Earp claimed his actions had been misconstrued, and was released.

	  
	  
	1901
	Hugh Wade, longtime Alaska public official, was born in Iowa.

	  
	  
	1929
	After being delayed by weather, the new Alaska Washington Airways seaplane, Ketchikan, arrived in Juneau on her maiden voyage.

	  
	  
	1939
	President Franklin Roosevelt signed a bill that included funds for a Tanana River-Chena Slough Flood Control project.

	  
	  
	1939
	A portable radio station was installed at Bell Island Hot Springs to enable Alaska Governor John Troy, who was vacationing there, to keep in touch with Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Anchorage Symphony Association was formally organized.

	  
	  
	1959
	Two lawyers were assigned by the U.S. Department of the Interior to help Southeast Alaska Natives in their legal battles over the use of fishtraps, recently outlawed by the state.

	  
	  
	1978
	Wood-Tikchik State Park was established.
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	1900
	Seven were elected to Juneau's first city council. One member, A. K. Delaney, was elected the capital city's first mayor.

	  
	  
	1923
	The U.S. Land Office closed at Juneau and moved to Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1929
	New fishery regulations issued by the Department of Commerce prohibited all trap fishing for salmon in Southeast Alaska during the fall season.

	  
	  
	1958
	The U.S. Senate passed the Alaska Statehood Bill by a vote of 64 to 20.

	  
	  
	1973
	The first Alaska Airlines jet landed at the new Ketchikan International Airport.

	  
	  
	1976
	The Klondike Gold Rush National Historic Park was established.

	 
 
	
	

	July
	
	

	  
	1
	
	

	  
	  
	1925
	Karl Thiele took office as the first full-time Secretary of Alaska, the territorial version of today's Lieutenant Governor.

	  
	  
	1939
	The U.S. Coast Guard announced that it was revamping its structure and was merging with the Lighthouse Service and the Steamboat Inspection Service.

	  
	  
	1946
	A bill raising the territorial bounty on wolves from $20 to $30 and on coyotes from $17.50 to $25 took effect.

	  
	  
	1949
	The U.S. Coast Guard established Alaska as the 17th Coast Guard District with its headquarters in Juneau .

	  
	  
	1959
	State licenses were required for sport fishing, hunting, and trapping. Governor William Egan was issued License #1.

	  
	  
	1966
	The then-largest civil case in the history of Alaska was filed in Anchorage. In dispute were shifted property boundaries resulting from the Good Friday Earthquake of March 27, 1964.

	  
	  
	1969
	Bristol Bay's striking fishermen blockaded the mouth of the Naknek River to keep non-striking boats from moving out to fishing grounds.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Southeast Alaska Correctional Institution at Lemon Creek in Juneau was dedicated.

	  
	  
	1972
	The United States made its first payment of $500,000 to each of 12 Alaska Native Regional corporations. The payments finally totalled $462.5 million as authorized by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act .

	  
	  
	1972
	The U.S. Naval Station and the Naval Communications Station at Kodiak were turned over to the Coast Guard for operation.

	  
	  
	1972
	The North Slope Borough was established.
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	1913
	A bill to create the Alaska Railroad was introduced in the U.S. Senate.

	  
	  
	1954
	The Bureau of Indian Affairs approved construction of a school at the Yukon-Kuskoquim delta village of Alakanuk.

	  
	  
	1954
	Fire caused $50,000 damage to the Aleutian Bowling Lanes in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1968
	Grocery workers of the Retail Clerks Union called a strike which closed some Anchorage area grocery stores.
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	1900
	Captain Frank Tuttle of the revenue cutter Bear reported that a measles epidemic had killed many Eskimos along the western coast of the Seward Peninsula.

	  
	  
	1913
	The first airplane flight in Alaska was made by Captain J.V. Martin at Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1950
	The Liberty Bell reproduction was dedicated in front of the Federal Building in Juneau, now the Capitol Building.

	  
	  
	1986
	The port for the Red Dog Zinc Mine near Kotzebue was dedicated.
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	1884
	John H. Kinkead was appointed the first Governor of the District of Alaska, appointed by President Chester A. Arthur.

	  
	  
	1899
	Professor Leonard made a hot air balloon ascent in Juneau, the first in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1900
	Nome's second theater, the Columbia, opened, with seating capacity for 1,000. Construction had taken four days. Nome's first theater, the Olympia, had been built in 36 hours. The owners established the businesses on credit and went bankrupt shortly thereafter.

	  
	  
	1909
	The first Mt. Marathon race was held in Seward .

	  
	  
	1913
	The Alaska Pioneers' Home law, enacted by the First Territorial Legislature, became effective.

	  
	  
	1986
	The Northwest Arctic Borough was officially dedicated.
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	1884
	Ward McAllister Jr. took office as the first U.S. District Judge in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1923
	The minesweeper Cardinal, on a supply voyage to Navy wireless stations, was wrecked on Chicahgof Island in Southeast Alaska.

	  
	  
	1934
	The Alaska-Juneau Gold Mining Company established a 6-day work week and an increase of salaries by 35¢ a day, on top of a 50¢ increase made on the first of June.

	  
	  
	1954
	A three-man climbing team, led by Austrian Heinrich Harrer, successfully made the first ascent of Mount Hunter, near Mt. McKinley. The peak is 14,573-feet high and is the 15th tallest in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1968
	The Alaska State Community Action Program won a $46,000 grant to acquire surplus military heavy equipment for use in Alaska's villages.

	  
	  
	1969
	Nine angry property owners blocked a bridge across the Matanuska River in protest of a toll charged by the owner of a private park at the base of the Matanuska Glacier.

	  
	6
	
	

	  
	  
	1949
	Seattle's Elk Lodge #92 announced plans to adopt the Territorial School at Ninilchik by providing the school with books, films, toys, games, and clothing.

	  
	  
	1954
	Three former crewmembers of a seine boat that operated in Southeast Alaska were arrested in Cordova and California for attempting to bribe a U.S. Fish and Wildlife agent.

	  
	  
	1978
	SOHIO officials complained that Alaska's high taxes may force them to limit development in the state.
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	1911
	The North Pacific Fur Seal Convention was signed.

	  
	  
	1936
	The 10-line cannery of the Bristol Bay Packing Co. at Naknek was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1949
	Four men escaped from the Fairbanks jail by sawing through the bars.

	  
	  
	1958
	President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the Alaska Statehood Bill into law.
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	1898
	Jefferson Randolph "Soapy" Smith , gambler and character of ill-repute, was shot and died in Skagway.

	  
	  
	1923
	President Warren G. Harding arrived in Ketchikan on his Alaska tour.

	  
	  
	1937
	Radio telephone service between Juneau and the Lower 48 was inaugurated by the Alaska Communications System.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Federal Communications Commission granted a "license to broadcast" to the Alaska Broadcasting Company to operate radio station KIFW-AM in Sitka at 1,230 KHz.

	  
	  
	1949
	Photographer Ansel Adams passed through Juneau following a photographic expedition to Glacier Bay.

	  
	  
	1963
	Groundbreaking ceremonies were held at the site of the Federal Building in Juneau.
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	1921
	The newspaper, The Douglas Island News moved to Juneau and changed its name to Stroller's Weekly.

	  
	  
	1953
	Mount Spurr erupted, covering Anchorage 70 miles to the east, with ash and halting air traffic.

	  
	  
	1958
	An earthquake measuring 8.0 on the Richter scale hit Southeast Alaska, altering the ocean bottom and creating a wave ten Niagaras tall that washed through Lituya Bay.

	  
	10
	
	

	  
	  
	1897
	Carl Ben Eielson , Alaska pioneer aviator, was born.

	  
	  
	1900
	The Nome Daily News reported that a con artist disappeared after selling sixty $40 tickets to Seattle on a nonexistent steamer.

	  
	  
	1907
	The barge, Japan, carrying dynamite, blew up just south of Ketchikan with the loss of several lives.

	  
	  
	1910
	The weekly newspaper, The Iditarod Pioneer, began publication at the new mining camp on the Iditarod River.

	  
	  
	1923
	President Warren G. Harding arrived in Juneau on a visit to Alaska. He died shortly after returning to the Lower 48.

	  
	  
	1934
	The permanent town of Anchorage was started on lots sold by the Federal government.

	  
	11
	
	

	  
	  
	1939
	A Guide to Alaska, a 500-page tour book by the Federal Writers' Project, was published by the MacMillan Company.

	  
	  
	1949
	After a week-long search, a missing Wien Alaska plane was found 50 miles north of Fort Yukon. Seventy-year old Dr. Melville Cooke, his wife, and pilot Bill Currington were alive and well.

	  
	  
	1959
	The U.S. Supreme Court granted a temporary injunction preventing the state from halting operation of 11 fish traps by Angoon, Kake, and Metlakatla.

	  
	  
	1969
	The ferry E.L. Bartlett made its maiden voyage to Valdez and Whittier. It was named after Alaska's first senator.

	  
	  
	1969
	The first load of sea otters were relocated from Amchitka Island in the Aleutians to the Porcupine Islands in Southeast Alaska in anticipation of nuclear bomb tests at Amchitka .
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	1948
	One hundred sets of "squeezers" - dice rigged to favor certain combinations - were seized in a gambling raid near Ladd Field, Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1954
	In an unusual sighting, a huge school of albacore tuna, warm water fish, were sighted 80 miles southwest of Yakutat.

	  
	  
	1954
	A special fishing period on the Nushagak River was approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to provide for needy residents.

	  
	  
	1959
	The cornerstone was laid for the first academic building of Alaska Methodist University in Anchorage, now Alaska Pacific University.
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	1786
	The French explorer, LaPerouse , lost two boat crews in the entrance of Lituya Bay.

	  
	  
	1948
	Nine members of an American Youth Hostel bicycle camping tour of Alaska left Anchorage for Palmer. They each carried 25-30 pounds of gear on lightweight "English-type" bikes.

	  
	  
	1954
	Standard Oil of California applied for an oil development contract for the Kenai Peninsula with the Department of the Interior.

	  
	  
	1954
	The first batch of 150,000 rainbow trout eggs were placed in the then-new Auke Creek Hatchery near Juneau. The hatchery was built by the Territorial Sportsmen Association.
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	1721
	John Douglas, for whom Douglas Island near Juneau was named, was born in Scotland.

	  
	  
	1868
	The U.S. House approved funds to buy Alaska by a vote of 113 to 43.

	  
	  
	1954
	Dedication ceremonies were held at the Ketchikan Pulp Mill, the first large pulp mill in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1954
	A 40,000-acre fire near Healy was reported out of control.

	  
	  
	1954
	Severe flooding damaged a 100-mile section of the Alaska Highway near the Haines cut-off.

	  
	15
	
	

	  
	  
	1741
	Alexei Chirikof , with the Vitus Bering expedition, sighted land, and Alaska was "discovered."

	  
	  
	1915
	An auction was held to sell 50 x 140-foot lots on the original 347-acre townsite for Anchorage .

	  
	  
	1919
	James von der Heydt, who became a legislator and U.S. District Judge in Alaska, was born in Montana.

	  
	  
	1923
	President Warren G. Harding drove the golden spike at Nenana, marking completion of the Alaska Railroad .

	  
	  
	1924
	The first non-stop airplane flight from Anchorage to Fairbanks was made by Noel Wien.

	  
	  
	1949
	Navy airlift operations finished supplying the Juneau Icefield Research Project's seven sites with six tons of equipment. The research was scheduled to continue until October.

	  
	  
	1959
	A California aircraft engineer proposed building a hole in Mt. McKinley to make a "gun barrel for launching space vehicles."

	  
	  
	1983
	The 3 billionth barrel of oil left the pump station at Prudhoe Bay .
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	1741
	Vitus Bering made his first landfall in Alaska on Kayak Island.

	  
	  
	1934
	Two Army observation planes made the first landing on the airfield in Juneau .

	  
	  
	1937
	The Coast Guard Cutter Haida arrived at Juneau to take permanent station.

	  
	  
	1946
	The U.S. Bureau of Land Management was established.

	  
	  
	1969
	Anchorage area residents watched live television coverage of the launch of Apollo 11, through a mobile satellite ground station installed for the occasion by the Department of Defense.
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	1948
	An extra charge of $10 at the house of Mayme Crystal in Anchorage caused a gun fray. One man was hospitalized and two women were charged with operating a bawdy house.

	  
	  
	1954
	Loggers in the Tongass National Forest were required to take measures to reduce forest fire hazard, due to minimal rainfall. (2.62 inches of rain during the previous 3 months)

	  
	  
	1954
	Fishermen in Nushagak were in revolt over Fish and Wildlife restrictions and threatened to ignore the shortening of upcoming fishing openings.

	  
	  
	1971
	Juneau's Bartlett Memorial Hospital was officially opened.

	  
	  
	1973
	The Trans-Alaska Pipeline Act was passed by Congress on a 49-48 vote. The act prohibited any further judicial review and called for an immediate issuance of a pipeline construction permit. A move for reconsideration was defeated by the tie-breaking vote of Vice-President Spiro Agnew.
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	1880
	Richard Harris and Joe Juneau left Sitka by canoe to search for gold. They were led to it near the present-day capital city.

	  
	  
	1881
	The Reverend and Mrs. E.S. Willard arrived at the Portage on Lynn Canal to establish Haines Mission.

	  
	  
	1898
	Castle Hill in Sitka - now a state park - was reserved for the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

	  
	  
	1936
	A one-hour limit on downtown parking was announced by Juneau Police Chief Roy Hoffman.

	  
	  
	1959
	A storm in Cook Inlet destroyed 25% of the set net fishing gear near Kenai, and sank one drift boat.

	  
	  
	1959
	A record kill of 101 trophy brown bear was reported for the Kodiak Island area hunting season.

	  
	  
	1968
	The Atlantic Richfield Company announced that its recent oil discoveries at Prudhoe Bay and Sag River appeared to be the largest in North America.

	  
	  
	1969
	A Petroleum Job Training program for Alaskans was approved by the U.S. Department of Labor.
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	1874
	Earnest B. Collins, who became Speaker of the House in Alaska's first legislature, was born in California.

	  
	  
	1954
	The Alaska Steamship Company announced it would discontinue passenger service at the end of the 1954 summer season.

	  
	  
	1968
	Bechtel Corporation, the nation's largest construction company, reported it had begun preparing a bid prospectus for an Arctic oil pipeline from the huge Prudhoe Bay oil field, reported a day earlier by the Atlantic Richfield Company.

	  
	  
	1978
	Two container ships collided head on in fog south of Kodiak . There were no injuries.

	  
	  
	1978
	Governor Jay Hammond sent out invitations to bid on Alaska's royalty share of Prudhoe Bay natural gas .
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	1929
	Alaska Washington Airways initiated fly-in fishing service by taking a group to Hasselborg Lake on Admiralty Island.

	  
	  
	1939
	A fire consumed the Haines Power Plant, the Post Office, and a theater. The Chilkoot Barracks provided emergency electric power to Haines.
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	1885
	Barton Atkins was appointed U.S. Marshall for Alaska, the second man to hold the office.

	  
	  
	1922
	Jay Hammond , Alaska's governor from 1974 to 1982, was born.

	  
	  
	1959
	The name of Knife Peak in the Katmai National Monument was changed to Mount Griggs in honor of the leader of six National Geographic Society expeditions to the area beginning in 1915.

	  
	  
	1969
	Governor Keith Miller declared "Lunar Landing Day in Alaska" and gave stateworkers the day off in celebration of Apollo 11's successful landing on the moon.
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	1902
	Felix Pedro discovered gold on Cleary Creek, touching off a stampede that resulted in the founding of Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1923
	President Warren G. Harding spent the day in Sitka, the last stop of his Alaska tour.

	  
	  
	1954
	The Bureau of Land Management held a drawing to determine the priority for assigning oil leases in the Cold Bay and Wild Bay areas of the Alaska Peninsula. Two hundred and eighty-seven applications were submitted.

	  
	  
	1968
	The native village of Tyonek offered to sell electric power to the city of Kenai to help them with their electricity shortage.

	  
	23
	
	

	  
	  
	1907
	The Chugach National Forest was established.

	  
	  
	1949
	The vessel Cross Sound unloaded 250 dozen live crabs in Seattle, the first live crabs to be brought from Alaska in a fishing vessel.

	  
	  
	1957
	Richfield Oil Corporation announced Alaska's first major oil strike at Richfield's Swanson River Unit, Well #1.

	  
	  
	1961
	The Haines Lumber Company sawmill burned, with losses totalling over $200,000.

	  
	  
	1962
	The first Forest Service Visitor Center in the U.S. was dedicated at the Mendenhall Glacier near Juneau.

	  
	  
	1969
	The villages of St. Michael, Whittier, Stebbins, Shishmaref, and White Mountain voted in favor of incorporation as Fourth Class Cities.

	  
	  
	1969
	Haines lost the honor of having the nation's largest black cottonwood tree when a larger one was found in Oregon.
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	1909
	The U.S. Wireless Station in Juneau began providing round-the-clock information on the positions of Alaska vessels.

	  
	  
	1912
	The bill providing for a territorial government for the District of Alaska passed the U.S. Senate.

	  
	  
	1959
	The U.S. Air Force honored famed bush pilot Don Sheldon by awarding him its highest civilian award - The Exceptional Service Award - for his work in numerous search and rescue missions.

	  
	  
	1959
	Another group of 35 Detroit families called The Homesteaders Club announced plans to move to Alaska in the spring to set up a farming community.

	  
	  
	1969
	Atlantic Richfield, BP Oil Corporation, and Humble Pipeline Company announced plans to investigate the feasibility of constructing a large diameter, 2,600 mile pipeline to carry Alaskan oil from Puget Sound to the eastern seaboard.

	  
	  
	1969
	An Anchorage man left $2,745 at the Anchorage International Airport. The entire amount was later found and returned.
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	1924
	The Alaska Sanitary Packing Company Cannery at Wrangell was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1939
	State authorities ordered all public gatherings suspended at the Matanuska Colony because of a measles epidemic.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Navy reported that natural gas in commercial quantities had been discovered near Point Barrow.
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	1939
	Echo Cove Gold Mining Company incorporated with plans to develop the old Winter and Pond claim in Berner's Bay, north of Juneau.

	  
	  
	1968
	Lake George, the largest of 54 self-dumping lakes in Alaska and Canada was officially dedicated as a national landmark. The 15-mile long lake is 44 miles east of Anchorage. (A self-dumping lake is temporarily formed by glacial movement, dumping its winter collection of water in the spring/summer.)

	  
	  
	1969
	Alaska Highway #1 was designated the Bluestar Memorial Highway by Governor Keith Miller.
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	1868
	An Act of Congress was approved, making Alaska a U.S. Customs District.

	  
	  
	1959
	Deputy U.S. Marshalls and State Police opened a drive against B-girls in Anchorage as they arrested 10 men and 24 women under a new state law prohibiting the hiring of females to induce patrons to buy drinks.

	  
	  
	1974
	Recreation fees of $1 per campsite went into effect at most campgrounds in the Chugach National Forest.
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	1929
	Alaska Airways, represented by Colonel Ben Eielson , purchased the entire stock of the Bennett-Rodebaugh Airplane Company.

	  
	  
	1939
	President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a bill to provide protection for Ketchikan's water supply by setting aside an 8,600 acre water supply reserve near the city.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Canadian Department of National Revenue established a cash deposit requirement of $342 for any Alaska Highway traveller using a car built before 1940. This was to eliminate abandonment of old cars along the highway.

	  
	  
	1977
	At 11:02 p.m., the first oil from the Prudhoe Bay oil fields reached Valdez, after travelling the 798 miles of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline.
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	1900
	The last rail for the White Pass and Yukon Railroad was laid, connecting Skagway and Whitehorse .

	  
	  
	1948
	Two Argentinian brothers piled their bikes into a jeep purchased for $550 and headed out of Fairbanks. It had taken them 2 years to bicycle from Buenos Aires.

	  
	  
	1959
	Buell Nesbett of Anchorage was named Chief Justice of the newly formed Alaska Supreme Court. Walter J. Hodge of Nome and John Dimond of Juneau were named Associate Justices of the 3-person court.

	  
	  
	1968
	While a Dutch clairvoyant and a Kenai dowser were looking 100 miles in the wrong direction, bush pilot Mort Clement found a lost plane near Simpson Pass, earning a $3000 reward.
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	1926
	Members of the Juneau Chamber of Commerce voted unanimously against a change to Seattle time.

	  
	  
	1959
	Alaska's first automated car wash opened in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1969
	Governor Keith Miller said that penalties against foreign fishing vessels apprehended in Alaskan waters "have been far below a deterrent level."
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	1869
	The Yukon reached Fort Yukon, the first steamboat to go up the river.

	  
	  
	1938
	Mining operations ceased at the Kennecott Mine where thousands of dollars worth of copper had been produced since 1911.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Commissioner of Public Safety, responding to complaints about the influx of "hippies" into Alaska, urged residents to be more tolerant of young people.

	 
 
	
	

	August
	
	

	  
	1
	
	

	  
	  
	1910
	Alaska was created as a separate Lighthouse District, the 16th, with Ketchikan as its headquarters.

	  
	  
	1956
	The cornerstone was laid for the new $2 million Juneau-Douglas High School.

	  
	  
	1964
	Outhouses were outlawed in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, as all residences were required to connect to city water and sewer lines.

	  
	  
	1968
	Several hundred reindeer stopped all airplane traffic at the Nome airport. Herders had to drive the caribou the full length of the runway to get them back in the tundra.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Anchorage department store chain which began as Caribou Pete's in 1951 officially became part of the Montgomery Ward chain.

	  
	  
	1977
	The first tanker load of Alaskan oil from the Prudhoe Bay oil fields left the Port of Valdez aboard the ARCO Juneau.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Alaska Department of Transportation completed an $800,000 study on the feasibility of connecting the Alaska Railroad with the Lower 48. Although it never did, the Alaska Railroad remains the northernmost railroad in North America.
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	1869
	William H. Seward , former Secretary of State, arrived in Sitka on his Alaska visit.

	  
	  
	1939
	The Anchorage Womens' Club announced that high-heeled shoes would be banned from the City Lawn and the Strawberry Festival.

	  
	  
	1969
	The first sea otter, moved from Amchitka Island in the Aleutians, arrived at its new home on the Washington coast. The otters were being moved because of pending nuclear tests.

	  
	  
	1973
	The U.S. House of Representatives voted 356-60 calling for immediate construction of the 798-mile Trans-Alaska Pipeline from Prudhoe Bay to Valdez.
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	1784
	The first Russian colony in Alaska was established on Kodiak Island.

	  
	  
	1870
	The first lease of the Pribilof Islands was signed by the Alaska Commercial Company and the U.S. Treasury Department.

	  
	  
	1879
	Alaska's first Presbyterian Church was dedicated at Wrangell .

	  
	  
	1908
	The first automobile in Fairbanks arrived, a Pope-Toledo, for a Mr. David Laite.

	  
	  
	1959
	The last stragglers of the second group of Michigan 59'ers homesteaders arrived in Willow , undecided as to whether to join the Detroit 59'ers in the Susitna Valley near Talkeetna, or to find another settlement.

	  
	  
	1959
	Anchorage police were asked to be on the lookout for an escaped goose with an unfriendly disposition.

	  
	4
	
	

	  
	  
	1921
	The road to the Mendenhall Glacier was completed, making it the most accessible glacier in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	A group of dancers from Point Hope visited Anchorage for the first time and danced at the Alaska Crippled Childrens' Association "Gilded Cage" benefit.

	  
	  
	1969
	The tapping of Long Lake for the Snettisham Power Project near Juneau was completed. A dam to raise the level of the lake remained to be built.

	  
	  
	1972
	The Ketchikan International Airport was officially dedicated. Including a 7,500 ft. runway, the costs topped $12 million.
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	1881
	Boyd Presbyterian Church was established in Hoonah by Reverend Sheldon Jackson.

	  
	  
	1893
	The St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church in Juneau was completed.

	  
	  
	1923
	The Northbird, Alaska's first commercial airplane, crashed near Ketchikan .

	  
	  
	1949
	Alaska Airlines was fined $60,000 for contempt of court when it violated an injunction against operating between Alaska and the United States. The suit was filed by Pacific Northern Airlines, Northwest Airlines, American Airways, and the Civil Aeronautics Board.

	  
	  
	1959
	Georgia-Pacific Alaska announced tentative plans for a newsprint paper pulp mill in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1969
	Alaska's drunk driving implied consent law went into effect, requiring drivers to submit to a breathalizer test if suspected of driving under the influence.
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	1886
	Some 60 Chinese were expelled from Juneau and Douglas and sent to Wrangell in small sailboats.

	  
	  
	1904
	The first message was passed on the wireless link from St. Michael to Port Safety. This final link established Nome's first communications to the outside. From St. Michael, messages could be sent via telegraph to Canada and the southern states.

	  
	  
	1939
	The Alaska Steamship Company freighter, Depere, hit a rock in Wrangell Narrows during thick fog and strong tides. It was patched and escorted south.

	  
	  
	1969
	The city of Nome announced its intention of suing the state of Alaska for unpaid property taxes.

	  
	  
	1970
	Chugach State Park was established.

	  
	  
	1979
	A special session of the Alaska State Legislature was convened by Governor Jay Hammond to deal with state employee contract bills.
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	1887
	The American flag was raised at Metlakatla , Alaska by migrants from Metlakatla, British Columbia.

	  
	  
	1897
	William L. Distin was appointed the first Surveyor General of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1938
	The first test flight of the Pan American amphibian from Seattle to Ketchikan and Juneau landed on the Mendenhall Flats in the capital city. The flight lasted 8 hours and 20 minutes.

	  
	  
	1959
	Alaska inaugurated its first state Court System as Buell Nesbett and John Dimond took office as Justices of the Alaska Supreme Court. Later that year, Walter Hodges also took office.

	  
	  
	1969
	Nearly half of the 29 Alaskan sea otters transplanted to the Washington coast from pending nuclear testing areas on Amchitka Island died after less than a week in their new home.

	  
	  
	1989
	In the Northwest Territories, today is celebrated as Civic Day.
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	1939
	President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a bill authorizing the Department of the Interior to sell timber and mineral products from lands in Alaska reserved for educational purposes.

	  
	  
	1947
	President Harry Truman signed the Tongass Timber Bill.

	  
	  
	1949
	The U.S. Department of the Interior ruled that the Federal Government had control of Alaska's tidelands as long as Alaska remained a territory.

	  
	  
	1959
	Two U.S. Air Force F-100 jet planes landed at Eielson Air Force Base, after having come 5,400 miles non-stop from England, in the first flight by jets over the North Pole. Just prior to landing, a moose had to be shoved off the runway.

	  
	  
	1962
	The Diocese of Fairbanks was established.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Alaska Legislature adjourned its special session after approving pay raises for state employees.
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	1940
	The first personnel arrived at Elmendorf Air Force Base near Anchorage aboard a B-10 bomber.

	  
	  
	1944
	President Franklin D. Roosevelt tried, unsuccessfully, to catch salmon off Aaron Island in Southeast Alaska as he stopped off secretly on his way back from an inspection of the Aleutian Islands.

	  
	  
	1958
	Mike Stepovich , the last governor of the Territory of Alaska, resigned to run for the U.S. Senate. He lost to Ernest Gruening.

	  
	  
	1969
	The world's second natural gas liquification plant was dedicated at Kenai. The plant was a joint venture between Phillips Petroleum and Marathon Oil Company.

	  
	  
	1971
	Abundant rainfall flooded Little Susitna River, weakening the roadbed and causing the derailment of 16 railroad cars.
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	1799
	Czar Paul I granted the first charter to the Russian-American Company.

	  
	  
	1877
	Dr. Sheldon Jackson arrived in Wrangell on his first visit to Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	Forty high schoolers from Cordova to Bethel began the first summer science seminar ever held in Alaska. The 3-week seminar was designed to increase interest in science by contact between high school students and working scientists.

	  
	  
	1971
	Record rainfall flooded Granite Creek and destroyed approaches to the Glenn Highway.
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	1799
	Czar Paul the First of Russia granted the first charter to the Russian American Company.

	  
	  
	1900
	The Nome Daily Chronicle was established, but operated as a daily for only six weeks.

	  
	  
	1959
	Stan Upton finished a 5,000-mile, 19-month horseback trip from Death Valley, California to McKinley National Park.

	  
	  
	1979
	Anchorage police raided a Mountain View home, seizing 200 marijuana plants.
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	1869
	William H. Seward, former U.S. Secretary of State, delivered a speech in Sitka .

	  
	  
	1927
	Philemon Tutiakoff, Native leader, was born.

	  
	  
	1954
	Governor B. Frank Heintzleman announced the estimated population of Alaska was a record 221,000 people.

	  
	  
	1966
	4 out of 5 gubernatorial candidates stated they flatly opposed state-run lotteries. The fifth, Mike Stepovich, said he personally opposed them, but wanted a vote of the people.

	  
	  
	1969
	The Bank of America was chosen to manage the funds to be obtained from the upcoming (in September) North Slope Oil Lease sale on state lands.

	  
	  
	1979
	Norma Hoyt donated 2000 rare and out of print books to the Loussac Library in Anchorage.
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	1900
	One thousand people on a Nome beach witnessed the rescue of two miners after their skiff exploded. Water had leaked into the bottom of the boat, which was carrying 15 pounds of sodium.

	  
	  
	1913
	The main tunnel of the Alaska-Juneau Gold Mine was completed.

	  
	  
	1930
	Matt Nieminen was the first pilot to fly over the summit of Mt. McKinley.

	  
	  
	1949
	The U.S. Post Office announced plans for the first rural free-delivery route in Ketchikan . (There was neither city nor rural mail delivery in the Territory then.)

	  
	  
	1959
	A U.S. District Judge issued a temporary restraining order aimed at ending a union work stoppage in Skagway that was halting Canadian freight traffic through the port.

	  
	  
	1965
	Albert Rothfus of the Alaska National Guard saved three-year old Emily Guthrie from drowning in Ketchikan Creek. He was later awarded the first Alaska Medal of heroism.

	  
	  
	1979
	A fire of unknown origin destroyed 3 buildings in Chitna, including the town's only store.
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	1906
	The first District-wide election was held to select a non-voting delegate in the U.S. House of Representatives. Frank H. Waskey was elected.

	  
	  
	1939
	The incorporation of the Alaska Miners Association was announced in Fairbanks .

	  
	  
	1939
	The supervisor of Native Arts and Crafts for the Office of Indian Affairs announced that $7000 worth of mukluks and parkas were being sewn for Admiral Byrd's Antarctic expedition.

	  
	  
	1941
	Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge was established.

	  
	  
	1959
	A fire gutted the Alaska Plywood Corporation plant in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Federal Aviation Administration denied Juneau's application for funds to extend the airport runway for jet traffic. The extension was applied for because there was not enough clearance for jets.

	  
	  
	1969
	RCA Alascom was incorporated in Alaska.
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	1935
	Will Rogers and Wiley Post died in a plane crash enroute to Barrow from Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1943
	Kiska Island in the Aleutians was retaken by American forces after the Japanese fled.

	  
	  
	1959
	The U.S. Bureau of Land Management warned squatters that they faced eviction and prosecution if they failed to relinquish their claims on federal land that was to be transferred to Alaska as part of statehood.

	  
	  
	1967
	The Chena River flooded Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1972
	U.S. District Judge George Hart, Jr. dissolved an injunction prohibiting work on the Trans-Alaska Pipeline. The dissolution was a ruling against environmental groups attempting to stop construction of the pipeline.
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	1903
	Joe Juneau was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Juneau, the town that was named after him. His body was moved from Dawson, Canada where he died in 1899.

	  
	  
	1920
	The first airplane flew over Juneau as part of a bomber squadron bound for Nome.

	  
	  
	1925
	George A. Parks took office as the eleventh Governor of the Territory of Alaska, appointed by President Calvin Coolidge.

	  
	  
	1970
	A 34-day strike that closed the White Pass and Yukon Railway ended with the official who negotiated the settlement leaving under police protection.
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	1880
	Joe Juneau and Richard Harris camped in the present site of Juneau and found gold prospects 29 days after leaving Sitka.

	  
	  
	1896
	George Carmack and companions made a gold discovery that touched off the Klondike Gold Rush .

	  
	  
	1959
	President Dwight Eisenhower vetoed a bill that would have doubled the number of oil and gas lease acres that an individual or corporation could hold.
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	1775
	Captain Hecata found Bucareli Bay near Craig.

	  
	  
	1826
	Sir John Franklin "discovered" Prudhoe Bay .

	  
	  
	1884
	The USS Pinta arrived in Sitka where she was to be stationed for the next 13 years.

	  
	  
	1919
	Walter Hickel , Alaska's governor from 1966 to 1969, was born.

	  
	  
	1959
	The North Star Creamery Plant in Anchorage began operation.

	  
	  
	1979
	Joe Reddington Sr., Susan Butcher, and their pilot Vern Lawton were found safe after their plane went down two days before, 90 miles west of McGrath.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Dempster Highway, from Dawson, in Canada's Yukon Territory, to Inuvik, in Canada's Northwest Territory, was officially opened for public traffic.
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	1929
	Ms. Marvel Crosson, widely known Alaska flier, was killed in a plane crash in Arizona.

	  
	  
	1929
	Water from Eklutna Canyon began supplying Anchorage with hydro-electric power.

	  
	  
	1933
	George Alexander became the seventh U.S. District Judge for the First Division with its headquarters in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1979
	An escaped buffalo was found northeast of Seward by the crew from the Coast Guard cutter Cape Jellison, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, and the Seward Fire Department.
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	1868
	Hiram Ketchum Jr. became the first Collector of Customs for Alaska.

	  
	  
	1902
	President Theodore Roosevelt proclaimed the Alexander Archipelago Forest Reserve.

	  
	  
	1938
	The first scheduled Pan American air express flight from Seattle to Juneau landed at Auke Bay.

	  
	  
	1959
	Governor William Egan took delivery of a new Lincoln sedan as the Governor's official car. The midnight blue car replaced a 1953 Lincoln used by the last two Governors of the Territory, but which was transferred to Guam by the Federal Government.

	  
	  
	1959
	The first commercial jet flight landed in Anchorage as a Pan American Airways Boeing 707 enroute to Tokyo stopped for fuel.
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	1938
	Steve Cowper , the seventh Governor of the State of Alaska, was born in Petersburg, Virginia.

	  
	  
	1954
	The Lost River Mine near Seward delivered the largest shipment of tin ever taken from a U.S. mine when 183 tons were unloaded in Seattle.

	  
	  
	1970
	Secretary of the Interior Walter J. Hickel continued his visit of potential trouble spots along the route of the planned Trans-Alaska Pipeline.

	  
	  
	1989
	In the Yukon Territory, today is known as Discovery Day.
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	1794
	Captain George Vancouver sailed from Baranof Island in Southeast Alaska after completing his surveys in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1932
	The German flying boat Groenland-Wal landed in Juneau on an around-the-world flight.

	  
	  
	1939
	James Heckman, the inventor of the floating fish trap, used on nearly all Alaska salmon fishing grounds, died at the age of 73.

	  
	  
	1959
	A 140-foot flag pole was erected on the Anchorage City Hall lawn. At the time, it was Alaska's tallest flag pole.

	  
	  
	1960
	For the second time in half a century, volcanic activity at Mount Katmai National Monument on the Alaska Peninsula showered ash as far as a hundred miles away.
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	1901
	Telegraph service began at Juneau via a submarine cable to Skagway and the Canadian land line.

	  
	  
	1939
	Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes approved plans for a Bureau of Fisheries Experimental Laboratory in Ketchikan.

	  
	  
	1939
	Construction of the Naknek Cold Storage Plant was completed.

	  
	  
	1939
	Dr. W.W. Council, Territorial Health Commissioner, disclosed that tuberculosis was responsible for 22% of Alaska's deaths.

	  
	  
	1966
	Alaska Airlines filed an application to provide jet service between Sitka and Seattle and Sitka and Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1966
	Walter J. Hickel and William Egan won the primary election, to square off for the office of Governor. Walter Hickel was elected in November.

	  
	  
	1974
	A late-season fire raging out of control on the Kenai Peninsula resulted in the closure of the area south of Portage to all camping and hunting.
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	1775
	The Spanish vessel Santiago anchored near Craig and reported: "Here the men took on water and wood, and due to the mildness of the climate, they recovered completely. They felt the heat which they considered would be from the quantity of flames which were emitted from a volcano, which erupted four or five times a day, and the whole locality being illuminated at night by the glare." (Historians do not know what they saw. It was not Mount Edgecumbe erupting, and it was too early in the fall for Northern Lights.)

	  
	  
	1857
	James Wickersham was born at Patoka, Illinois. He came to Alaska as a U.S. District Judge.

	  
	  
	1912
	President William Taft signed into law a bill creating the Territory of Alaska and the Alaska Territorial Legislature.

	  
	  
	1959
	A California realtor announced plans for a $6 million tourist resort to be built on 47 acres at Salmon Creek, 3 miles north of Juneau.

	  
	  
	1963
	The Standard Oil Company Refinery at Kenai was dedicated.
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	1947
	The U.S. Department of the Interior announced plans for a new Alaska Railroad terminal to be built at Fire Island in Anchorage, making it possible to dismantle the Seward-Anchorage line.

	  
	  
	1952
	ALCOA announced plans for a $400 million aluminum project in Skagway.

	  
	  
	1954
	The U.S. Department of the Interior seized control of the government-owned McKinley Park Hotel due to the unsatisfactory operation record of the concessionaire.

	  
	  
	1964
	The coastal steamer Northland Princess failed in her attempt at a 2-way passage through the Northwest Passage in one season.

	  
	  
	1966
	Cook Inlet was the site of a 30-day hovercraft demonstration, to test the feasibility of using them for cargo transportation.

	  
	  
	1970
	Former Governor William Egan and incumbent Governor Keith Miller swept to primary election victories. William Egan was elected Governor in November.
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	1954
	Twenty-three passengers and two crew members from a Northwest Orient Airlines plane were stricken by a sudden illness, filling up the Providence Hospital Emergency Room. The plane was enroute from Manilla to Seattle.

	  
	  
	1958
	The Statehood Act passed by the U.S Congress was approved by Alaska voters, 40, 852 to 8,010.

	  
	  
	1977
	The U.S. and Canada entered into formal negotiations seeking an agreement for a trans-Canada natural gas pipeline.
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	1891
	Doris Barnes, who would serve in both the House and Senate of the Territorial Legislature, was born in Portland, Oregon.

	  
	  
	1969
	The world's largest authentic totem pole, a 132-foot shaft of Alaska red cedar, was dedicated at Port Chilkoot, near Haines .

	  
	  
	1970
	Bankruptcy proceedings threatened to put the city of Kenai in fear of a winter breakdown of its electrical facilities.

	  
	  
	1974
	Alaskans voted to move the state capital from Juneau to an as-yet-to-be-selected location. The site eventually selected was Willow, north of Anchorage. The vote to fund moving the capital failed in 1982.
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	1893
	James Sheakley took office in Sitka as the fourth Governor of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1903
	Two hundred passengers landed at Seward from the Santa Ana and the day became known as Founders Day .

	  
	  
	1904
	The Seattle-Sitka submarine telegraph cable of the Army Signal Corps was completed.

	  
	  
	1959
	Governor William Egan announced plans to build a road connection to Southeast Alaska via the Stikine River.

	  
	  
	1959
	Loud blasts and mushroom clouds over Fort Richardson were only simulated nuclear explosions made with TNT as part of a troop training exercise.

	  
	  
	1959
	Mount Redoubt, the highest mountain in the Aleutians, was climbed for the first time by Jon Gardey, Eugene Wescott, Charles Deehr, and Findley Dennel.

	  
	  
	1959
	Mrs. A.A. Helda's 40-pound cabbage, an attraction for Anchorage tour buses, was stolen from her garden.

	  
	  
	1970
	The formation of the Alyeska Pipeline Service Company, to build and operate the Trans-Alaska Pipeline, was formally announced by a consortium of oil companies. Those companies were Atlantic-Richfield, British Petroleum, Humble Oil and Refining, Mobil Oil, Phillips Petroleum, Union Oil, Amerada-Hess, and Home Oil.

	  
	  
	1971
	The Russian Orthodox Church of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, in Kenai, was dedicated as a National Historic Landmark.
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	1904
	Telegraph service between Seattle and Sitka was officially dedicated.

	  
	  
	1931
	Joe Crosson flew over the summit of Mt. McKinley without oxygen.

	  
	  
	1977
	The Chugach Electric Association applied for a permanent 25% rate increase, the second such increase in less than two years.
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	1949
	Ketchikan radio station, KTKN-AM, was knocked off the air for an hour after lightening from a rare thunderstorm struck the station's tower.

	  
	  
	1949
	Juneau voters approved increasing the mayor's term in office from one to two years.

	  
	  
	1966
	Two earthquakes, each measuring over 5.5 on the Richter scale, rocked Anchorage . There was no reported damage.
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	1947
	Juneau's first annual Salmon Derby was postponed due to weather.

	  
	  
	1948
	Fish Lake, now called Big Lake, near Anchorage, was opened by the Bureau of Land Management for small tract land claims.

	  
	  
	1954
	Oil lease applications for 276,000 acres of land in the Kateel River area, 300 miles north of Fairbanks, included those of actor Jimmie Stewart.

	  
	  
	1966
	The U.S. House of Representatives completed congressional action on a bill providing $70 million for Alaska highways, for the first time authorizing funds for maintenance as well as for construction.

	  
	  
	1979
	A fire destroyed the $2 million tug MV Yukon near Manly Hot Springs.

	 
 
	
	

	September
	
	

	  
	1
	
	

	  
	  
	1877
	Alaska Adventures author Rex Beach was born.

	  
	  
	1906
	Roald Amundsen reached Nome in the Gjoa after transversing the Northwest Passage.

	  
	  
	1921
	The Alaska Headquarters of the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads and the headquarters of the Alaska Region of the Forest Service were established in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1924
	The vegetable display from the Matanuska Valley for the Western Alaska Fair was somewhat curtailed after a horse got loose in a railroad car and ate the tops of all the vegetables it could find.

	  
	  
	1937
	The Alaska Reindeer Act was adopted.

	  
	  
	1949
	Pacific Northern Airlines began Kodiak's first daily scheduled flights.

	  
	  
	1959
	Alaska's new financial responsibility law went into effect, requiring $25,000 auto liability insurance or $25,000 in liquid assets.

	  
	2
	
	

	  
	  
	1935
	The first Douglas Bridge, connecting Juneau and Douglas Island, was opened with a parade of cars.

	  
	  
	1939
	The resignation of John Troy as Governor of Alaska was announced by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Ernest Gruening was appointed as his replacement.

	  
	  
	1949
	The U.S. Budget Bureau increased the maximum per diem for federal employees travelling in Alaska from $8 to $11 a day.

	  
	  
	1969
	Lathrop High School in Fairbanks closed an hour after opening on the first day of the school year when computerized class lists failed to arrive. 1500 students had no idea what classes they were in.

	  
	3
	
	

	  
	  
	1905
	The Fairbanks Sunday Times was established. It became the Fairbanks Daily Times in 1906.

	  
	  
	1910
	The weekly newspaper, The Iditarod Nugget, was established by John F.A. Strong. Strong became Alaska's eighth governor in 1913.

	  
	  
	1941
	The U.S. Army activated a post in Nome with 9 officers and 221 enlisted men.

	  
	  
	1972
	The 84-room section of the world-famous McKinley Park Hotel was destroyed by fire.

	  
	4
	
	

	  
	  
	1964
	President Lyndon Johnson supported a firm stand against the Japanese in North Pacific Fisheries Treaty negotiations. The Japanese were accused by the U.S. of netting large numbers of immature North American salmon to the detriment of the fishery.

	  
	  
	1969
	Captain Ed Dankworth of the "State Police" told the Alaska Press Club that Valdez was in danger of being taken over by criminal money. "I've got two troopers, a corporal, and a little country telephone for a district of 52,000 people," said Dankworth.

	  
	  
	1971
	In the worst single plane accident in the history of American aviation at that time, an Alaska Airlines 727 jet crashed one thousand feet below the summit of a 3,500-foot mountain 21 miles west of Juneau.

	  
	5
	
	

	  
	  
	1880
	Richard Harris and Joe Juneau arrive in Sitka with ore from Gold Creek in Juneau, but backer George Pilz was upset because they did not find the source of the gold.

	  
	  
	1881
	An election in most towns of Southeast Alaska selected an unofficial delegate to Congress.

	  
	  
	1979
	80% of Anchorage's school teachers walked out in the first teacher strike in Anchorage .
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	1916
	The Cape St. Elias Light Station was established.

	  
	  
	1929
	George Parks of Colorado was nominated by President Herbert Hoover for a second term as Governor of Alaska. He first became Governor in 1925.

	  
	  
	1939
	The U.S. Coast Guard , on orders from President Franklin Roosevelt, dispatched two cutters from Alaska to the East Coast following Germany's invasion of Poland.

	  
	  
	1951
	The first door-to-door mail service in Alaska began in Anchorage. Four postmen were bitten and had their clothes torn by dogs during the first week.
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	1886
	Gold was discovered on the Forty-Mile.

	  
	  
	1910
	An early morning fire destroyed several business buildings in Petersburg .

	  
	  
	1947
	The first Golden North Salmon Derby was established by the Juneau Sportsmens' Association.

	  
	  
	1952
	The S.S. Princess Kathleen ran aground and sank 18 miles north of Juneau, eight miles from where the Princess Sophia went down in 1918.

	  
	  
	1969
	Alaska Airlines announced the acquisition of Alaska Co., a Denver-based firm with interests in 20,000 acres of Federal land on the North Slope.

	  
	  
	1979
	The State of Alaska ran ads costing $110,000 in 32 metropolitan newspapers nationwide urging readers to "FREE ALASKA" and to oppose the Udall-Anderson D-2 lands bill.

	  
	8
	
	

	  
	  
	1906
	The Office of the Governor of Alaska opened in Juneau after being moved from Sitka, six years after Congress authorized the move.

	  
	  
	1938
	Artist Eustace Ziegler arrived in Juneau to paint murals for the Baranof Hotel.

	  
	  
	1969
	Construction began on an access road connecting the Trans-Alaska Pipeline Terminal with the city of Valdez .

	  
	  
	1986
	The five billionth barrel of Alaskan oil left Pump Station #1 at Prudhoe Bay .
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	1913
	The First Territorial Bank of Alaska opened in Douglas.

	  
	  
	1959
	Wrangell sought state help in finding a doctor for the town after their only doctor fell ill and could not practice.
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	1904
	Nome police chief Charles Jewett was suspended from his post, accused of accepting bribes from arrestees and "fallen women without due process of law." He was reinstated after 30 minutes.

	  
	  
	1907
	The Tongass National Forest was established in Southeast Alaska.

	  
	  
	1918
	The "golden spike" was driven in the railroad that connected Seward and Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1949
	The director of the Boston Museum proposed installing a cosmic ray laboratory at 18,000-foot Denali Pass on Mt. McKinley .

	  
	  
	1959
	The Kenai Unit #1 well, a joint venture between Union Oil Co. and Ohio Oil Co., set a new Alaska record depth of 14,415 feet. The previous record had been held by Humble Oil Co.

	  
	  
	1969
	Alaska's oil lease sale pumped nine hundred million dollars into Alaska's economy as 179 tracts of potentially oil-rich North Slope lands were leased.

	  
	  
	1969
	Former State Attorney General Edgar Paul Boyko filed suit to stop the awarding of 33 of the 179 state oil-lease tracts.
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	1865
	Wilford B. Hoggatt , who became the sixth Governor of the District of Alaska, was born in Indiana.

	  
	  
	1958
	Poet Robert W. Service died in Monte Carlo at the age of 85.

	  
	  
	1979
	A patrol plane used by Rangers at the Wrangell-St. Elias National Monument was destroyed by fire. Arson was suspected.
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	1882
	Construction started on the first building on the campus of the Sheldon Jackson School in Sitka .

	  
	  
	1900
	A storm in Nome caused a million dollars in property losses along the waterfront.

	  
	  
	1940
	Artist Sydney Laurence announced he was going to die. After a shave, haircut, and a negotiation of a painting deal, he admitted himself to the Anchorage Hospital and fulfilled his prediction.

	  
	  
	1969
	Valdez celebrated as the Alaska Maru arrived with the first shipment of Trans-Alaska Pipeline pipe from Japan.
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	1905
	Fire destroyed 43 business buildings in Nome .

	  
	  
	1906
	The steamer Oregon was wrecked at Cape Hinchenbrook, at the entrance to Prince William Sound all 121 aboard were saved.

	  
	  
	1913
	Concrete is poured for the first story of Juneau's first City Hall. The Alaska Office Building now sits at that location.

	  
	  
	1955
	In a special election, Alaskans sent 55 delegates to a Constitutional Convention .

	  
	  
	1979
	Anchorage's teacher strike ended after a week when an acceptable negotiation plan was agreed to and signed by Judge Victor Carlson.
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	1834
	Alfred P. Swineford , Alaska's second Governor, was born in Ohio.

	  
	  
	1871
	A 32-ship whaling fleet from New England was abandoned at Wainwright Inlet when ice cut it off from open water. The 1200 crewmembers used whale boats to reach safety at Icy Cape. No lives were lost.

	  
	  
	1884
	Alaska's first governor, John Kinkead , appointed by President Chester Arthur, arrived in Sitka to take up his duties.

	  
	  
	1884
	The first meeting of the Presbytery of Alaska was held in Wrangell .
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	1885
	Alfred P. Swineford took office as the second Governor of the District of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1913
	Cordova residents formed the Alaska Good Roads Club with the goal of promoting a road from Fairbanks to Chitna.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Bureau of Land Management paid Alaska nearly $4.4 million as the state's share of oil and gas lease revenue on public lands in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	Everett Benson was convicted in Spokane, Washington on five counts of grand larceny in connection with the financing of an Alaskan mine venture.

	  
	  
	1986
	The five billionth barrel of oil to travel down the Trans-Alaska Pipeline arrived in Valdez .
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	1901
	Professor Leonard , the aeronaut, performed acrobatic feats on a horizontal bar suspended from a large balloon over the Bering Sea near Nome .

	  
	  
	1925
	The Southeast Alaska Fair opened in the Arctic Brotherhood Hall in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1947
	Bidding was opened by the U.S. Forest Service on 1.5 billion cubic feet of timber in the Ketchikan area. This was part of a plan to establish 5 or 6 large paper mills in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1974
	The U.S. Army provided Kodiak with 3 emergency generators to give the Kodiak Electric Association a chance to repair broken equipment.
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	1848
	Thomas Cale, who served as the second delegate in Congress from Alaska, was born in Vermont.

	  
	  
	1868
	The Alaska Commercial Company was incorporated in San Francisco, California.

	  
	  
	1873
	Thomas Riggs , Governor of the Territory of Alaska from 1918 to 1921, was born.

	  
	  
	1934
	Fire swept through Nome, virtually destroying the town.

	  
	  
	1964
	A $6 million contract was signed to reconstruct the Alaska Railroad facilities in Seward that were damaged by the Good Friday earthquake. It was the largest single earthquake reconstruction contract.
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	1913
	Anthony J. Dimond was appointed U.S. Commissioner at Chisana, the start of a long career of public service.

	  
	  
	1922
	The University of Alaska - Fairbanks opened.

	  
	  
	1929
	Ground was broken in Juneau for the Federal and Territorial Building, now the State Capitol.

	  
	  
	1939
	The Book Cache Lending Library and Bookstore, run by Miss Honor Kempton, opened in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1948
	Eielson Air Force Base , near Fairbanks, was formally dedicated.

	  
	19
	
	

	  
	  
	1903
	The daily Fairbanks News was established. It later combined with the Fairbanks Miner.

	  
	  
	1949
	Colonel Brent Balchen, an Arctic aviation pioneer and his crew flew a U.S. Air Force transport plane 3700 miles from Anchorage to Oslo, Norway in a record-breaking 22.5 hour non-stop flight.

	  
	  
	1963
	Shell Oil Company announced a major oil discovery in Cook Inlet.

	  
	  
	1969
	The U.S.S. Manhattan, an ice breaking tanker on an experimental voyage through the Northwest Passage from the east coast of the U.S., took delivery of one barrel of North Slope crude oil off Prudhoe Bay. Humble Oil hoped ice breaking oil tankers could take North Slope crude to market.
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	1949
	Ketchikan residents were advised to boil their water because of bacterial contamination due to early September's heavy rains.

	  
	  
	1959
	Anchorage's 5-digit telephone number system changed to the metropolitan 7-digit system.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Department of Immigration announced that only 4,365 vehicles entered Alaska in August, the lowest number since record keeping began in 1966.
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	1891
	The first Siberian reindeer were released on Unalaska and Amaknak Islands by the Revenue Cutter Bear.

	  
	  
	1949
	An Anchorage burglar with a sweet tooth broke into a car spurning everything except a box of candy.

	  
	  
	1959
	The commander of the Alaska Communication System called Alaskans "the talkingest people in the world," making more long distance calls and talking longer than people outside the state.

	  
	  
	1970
	Denali State Park was established.

	  
	  
	1979
	Three and one half pounds of cocaine were seized at the Anchorage International Airport in what was then the largest such seizure.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Federal Government OK'ed a plan to shift Juneau's time zone from Pacific to Yukon Time, effective April 27, 1980.
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	1898
	The Discovery claim was staked on Anvil Creek, touching off the Nome Gold Rush.

	  
	  
	1959
	David L. Luce, a California official, was named Administrative Director of the newly formed Alaska State Court System.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Matanuska Valley Chamber of Commerce asked the state's Planning Commission to study the proposed relocation of the state capital.

	  
	  
	1969
	The oldest Russian Church in Alaska, the Church of the Holy Resurrection, in Kodiak was rededicated.

	  
	  
	1969
	Hawaiian legislators voiced concern over a possible tidal wave caused by the Atomic Energy Commission's planned nuclear tests in the Aleutian Islands.
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	1959
	An Anchorage Daily Times editorial argued that Juneau was too remote from the rest of Alaska to be considered a good state capital.

	  
	  
	1959
	Alaska's Labor Commissioner, Lewis Dischner , reported that the Teamsters Union and an AFL-CIO affiliate were beginning separate efforts to organize state employees.

	  
	  
	1969
	Dr. Richard Warner, a Canadian professor of Environmental Biology, warned that an oil spill in the Arctic could produce disastrous pollution which could persist for decades, perhaps centuries.

	  
	  
	1969
	The ice-breaking tanker, the U.S.S. Manhattan, began its return voyage from Alaska to the East Coast of the U.S. with one barrel of North Slope crude oil .
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	1794
	Eight monks from the Russian Orthodox Church reached Kodiak , founding their faith in North America.

	  
	  
	1917
	The Katmai National Monument, in Southwestern Alaska, was established with a proclamation by President Woodrow Wilson.

	  
	  
	1924
	A fire destroyed a large part of the business district of Tanana .

	  
	  
	1934
	A single-engine biplane took off from Cordova in the first flight of Cordova Airlines .

	  
	  
	1949
	Pan American World Airways resumed the world's longest aerial "milk run." Twice a week, it flew 2191 miles from Seattle to Nome carrying 120 pounds of fresh milk for free distribution to Nome children.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Southeast Alaska Conservation Council filed a lawsuit against the State, charging that a recent timber sale endangered the eagle habitat in the Chilkat Valley near Haines .
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	1907
	A battle took place in Keystone Canyon near Valdez , over a railroad right-of-way.

	  
	  
	1910
	The Copper River and Northwestern Railway link to Chitna was established, and in succeeding years, Railroad Day was celebrated.

	  
	  
	1932
	The Russell Hyde Merrill memorial beacon was dedicated in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1969
	Rupture of a rubberized oil storage bladder at Prudhoe Bay spilled 20,000 gallons of jet fuel onto the rime ice over the bay. A protective dike around the oil storage area was still under construction.
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	1867
	Winds of hurricane force struck Sitka causing great damage.

	  
	  
	1947
	A three-year old boy who liked airplanes halted plane traffic at Merrill Field in Anchorage when he crawled onto the field after dark. He escaped injury.

	  
	  
	1974
	About 100 laundry and dry cleaning workers surprised Anchorage laundry workers by going on strike over a contract that had expired six months earlier.
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	1947
	Two Chicago men reported finding a 600-pound jade nugget in the Shungnak River, a tributary of the Kobuk.

	  
	  
	1949
	A fire destroyed the Ice Pool Tavern in Nenana as well as power lines, throwing the entire town into darkness.

	  
	  
	1957
	Richfield Oil Company's Kenai Peninsula discovery well was completed, pumping 900 barrels a day.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Alaska Steamship Company freighter Illiamna reported that a fire on board had destroyed 11 automobiles in one of its holds while it was crossing the Gulf of Alaska.
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	1930
	E. J. "Stroller" White, longtime Alaska and Yukon newspaperman, died in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1947
	An unknown traffic violator saved the lives of two Ketchikan policemen who were being overcome by carbon monoxide. The speeding car aroused the officers enough to get them out of their car. They collapsed but recovered in the hospital.

	  
	  
	1979
	The U.S. Department of the Interior transferred ownership of 1.5 million acres of land to the State of Alaska. The last such transfer was in 1974.
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	1966
	The Seward Petticoat Gazette, published by the Business and Professional Womens' Club of Seward , printed its last edition.

	  
	  
	1969
	Contents of a scientific report, kept secret for 10 months, warned of earthquake risk from underground nuclear tests on Amchitka Island in the Aleutians.

	  
	  
	1974
	Two bulldozer teams met at the South Fork of the Koyukuk River, completing the 360-mile gravel bed overlay for the first road in the United States to cross the Arctic Circle. It became known as the North Slope Haul Road, and nowadays, the Dalton Highway.
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	1947
	Based upon information from Siberian Eskimos who visited St. Lawrence Island, The Anchorage Times reported that the Soviet Union was building a secret military base on the Siberian coast.

	  
	  
	1949
	The U.S. Air Force confirmed that Eielson Air Force Base would be used for training operations for B-36 bombers.

	  
	  
	1964
	Eleven Japanese companies began a three-week survey of the timber potential of Southcentral Alaska.

	 
 
	
	

	October
	
	

	  
	1
	
	

	  
	  
	1932
	The Wrangell Institute , a boarding school for Alaska Natives, opened its doors.

	  
	  
	1939
	Fairbanks radio station KFAR-AM went on the air for the first time as America's farthest north commercial radio station.

	  
	  
	1950
	The Alaska Womens' Pioneer Home opened at Sitka .

	  
	  
	1952
	Radio station KJNO-AM signed on the air in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1962
	The first edition of The Tundra Times rolled off the presses.

	  
	  
	1969
	Governor Keith Miller expressed his support for the planned nuclear blast on Amchitka Island, over widespread fear of a possible tsunami.

	  
	  
	1978
	KTOO-TV signed on the air as the first public television station in Southeast Alaska.
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	1903
	Telegraph service via submarine cable began between Juneau and Sitka .

	  
	  
	1906
	The office of the U.S. Surveyor General was moved from Sitka to Juneau.

	  
	  
	1969
	Interior Secretary Walter Hickel OK'ed the right-of-way request for the $900 million Trans-Alaska Pipeline .

	  
	  
	1979
	Ray Genet, the famous mountain guide from Talkeetna, nicknamed "The Pirate," died on Mount Everest after successfully reaching the summit.
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	1904
	The submarine telegraph cable between Sitka and Valdez was completed.

	  
	  
	1916
	The new steel tower for the Marconi Wireless Company was completed on the side of Mount Juneau.

	  
	  
	1929
	George Parks was re-confirmed as Governor of Alaska by the U.S. Senate. He was Governor of the Territory of Alaska from 1925 until 1933, appointed by Presidents Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover.

	  
	  
	1934
	The Nome Common Council approved a replat of the 6-acre downtown area that had been leveled by fire two weeks earlier. The Council widened Front Street and moved it about 25 feet further from the beach.

	  
	  
	1959
	Just months after statehood, Alaskan House Majority Leader Peter Kalamarides said he felt the state capital should be moved from Juneau.

	  
	  
	1969
	Over protests at home and abroad, the Atomic Energy Commission exploded a 1.2 megaton hydrogen bomb beneath Amchitka Island in the Aleutians. Two more such tests were also scheduled.

	  
	  
	1969
	The State of Alaska's two-level parking garage opened up in Juneau with a net gain of 30 parking spaces at a cost of $345,708. ($11,523 per space)
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	1876
	Klondike Kate Rockwell was born.

	  
	  
	1880
	Joe Juneau and Richard Harris staked the first mining claims in Silver Bow Basin in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1943
	The Alaska Glacier Seafood Company plant at Petersburg was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1969
	Work stopped at Juneau's $50-million Snettisham Power Project after the Army Corps of Engineers ran out of money to let additional contracts.
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	1913
	Damage at Nome caused by wind and high water from the Bering Sea was estimated at $1 million.

	  
	  
	1942
	The Excursion Inlet Army Post northwest of Juneau was activated with five officers and 218 enlisted men.

	  
	  
	1959
	Theodore J. Norby of San Rafael, California was the first person named to the $17,000 a year position of State Commissioner of Education.

	  
	  
	1979
	Most of the Prudhoe Bay oil field was shut down as 50 mph winds, dust, and rain combined to short out the central power system. The outage lasted 17 hours.

	  
	  
	1979
	The North Pacific Management Council voted to phase out Japanese tanner crab fishing in the Bering Sea by 1981.
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	1869
	The Fort Wrangel Post Office was established.

	  
	  
	1904
	The first telegraph message was sent between Sitka and Valdez via the new submarine cable.

	  
	  
	1947
	A record price of $57.92 each was set at a St. Louis auction for Government-owned seal skins from the Pribilof Islands.

	  
	  
	1959
	One hundred thousand pounds of reindeer meat from Nunivak Island was in transit to markets in New York City, Washington D.C., and Hawaii.

	  
	  
	1959
	George Byer was elected Mayor of Anchorage .

	  
	  
	1979
	The Dena'ina people of Kenai celebrated their first potlatch in 70 years. More than 300 people came. Potlatches were stopped by the Russian Orthodox Church in 1907.
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	1870
	Fort Tongass, near Alaska's southernmost boundary, was abandoned by the Army.

	  
	  
	1925
	The box factory of the Ketchikan Spruce Mills was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1971
	The Juneau Municipal Airport put a DME (Distance Measuring Equipment) Navigation Aid into operation. It would let pilots know their exact distance from the runway, improving safety in poor weather.
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	1914
	The First Governor of the State of Alaska, William Egan , was born in Valdez .

	  
	  
	1942
	The War Production Board ordered the closure of most Alaska mines, as an effort to conserve manpower, but excluded the Alaska-Juneau Mine.

	  
	  
	1954
	The Alaska Air Command revealed that radar had detected unidentified aircraft flying over Alaska. Rumors had them as either Russian planes looking for A-Bomb targets, Scandinavian jetliners, or bush planes.
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	1914
	A speed limit law with a top speed of 8 mph was put into effect in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1919
	Robert J. Sommers was appointed Surveyor-General and ex-officio Secretary of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1959
	Governor William Egan publicly opposed Alaskan House Majority Leader Peter Kalamarides' suggestion that the capital be moved from Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	Governor William Egan officially proclaimed October 18, 1959 as Alaska Day , observing the 92nd anniversary of the transfer of Alaska from Russia to the United States.

	  
	  
	1979
	A huge mudslide in Wrangell triggered by heavy rains, narrowly missed hitting an apartment building and a trailer court.
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	1886
	The Kensington Gold Lode, north of Juneau, was discovered.

	  
	  
	1898
	Placer gold was discovered on Porcupine Creek, a tributary of the Chilkat River near Haines .

	  
	  
	1926
	A major fire in Douglas burned the entire eastern part of the town including the Native village.
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	1907
	Juneau co-founder Richard Harris died in Portland, Oregon.

	  
	  
	1909
	The Golden Gate Hotel in Fairbanks was gutted by fire.

	  
	  
	1954
	Carr's, then Alaska's largest grocery store, opened its doors as did the rest of the J.C. Morris Trading Center at 14th and Gambell Streets in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1954
	Six Anchorage prospectors reported Alaska's first uranium strike at Shirley Lake, 100 miles northwest of Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1975
	The Yukon River Bridge was completed.

	  
	  
	1980
	The cruise ship Princendam sank in the Gulf of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1986
	The city of Seward was devastated by floods.
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	1903
	The most precipitation ever recorded for Southeast Alaska in 24 hours was 15.2 inches in Angoon.

	  
	  
	1913
	Benny Benson , who designed Alaska's state flag, was born.

	  
	  
	1939
	The Presbyterian mission boat Princeton was wrecked in Lynn Canal, but no lives were lost.

	  
	  
	1948
	By a vote of nearly eight to one in the general election, Alaskans favored the gradual elimination of fish traps over a ten year period.

	  
	  
	1948
	After an overwhelming Democratic victory in the general election, Governor Ernest Gruening predicted, "As Alaska goes, so goes the Nation."

	  
	  
	1967
	Ground breaking was held for Juneau-Douglas Community College.
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	1920
	Josephine Scott of Hydaburg was the first nurse to graduate from a training course in Alaska by completing a 3-year course at the Juneau Native Hospital.

	  
	  
	1935
	The first bridge to Douglas Island from Juneau, built at a cost of $225,000, was dedicated.

	  
	  
	1954
	Despite the late season, a uranium rush was on as more than 100 Anchorage prospectors rushed to the Shirley Lake area (100 miles NW of Anchorage) following the strike reported on October 11.

	  
	  
	1960
	Alaska Methodist University , near Anchorage, was formally dedicated, with more than 150 students enrolled.
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	1865
	Sydney Laurence , Alaska's most famous artist, was born in Brooklyn, New York. He lived until 1940.

	  
	  
	1964
	The Anchorage City Council appointed a 28-person committee to put together a bid for the 1972 Winter Olympics .

	  
	  
	1969
	An Anchorage man found a leak in his kitchen roof. It was caused by a box of aircraft machine tools that fell from a plane and created a 3-foot hole in his roof.
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	1943
	The city of Pelican , on Chichagof Island in Southeast Alaska, was incorporated.

	  
	  
	1946
	The first mass air movement of Army families to Alaska, the Pan American "Nursery Special," took off from Seattle, carrying nine Army wives and eleven children, to join their families in Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1959
	A group known as the Detroit 59'ers were finishing their houses in Talkeetna. The group of 7 families were part of a caravan from Detroit to potential homesteads on the Kenai Peninsula.

	  
	  
	1968
	The state began its Open To Entry program, allowing the staking of up to five acres of land.

	  
	  
	1969
	A fire of undetermined origin destroyed the major portion of the White Pass and Yukon Route's railroad repair facilities in Skagway .

	  
	  
	1970
	Metlakatla , in Southeast Alaska, opened its first banking office.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Department of Public Safety began a round-up of exotic pets whose owners did not have a permit to keep them. There were fears of diseases that exotic species might pass on to indigenous Alaskan species.

	  
	  
	1979
	An arsonist set fire to Bobby McGee's Restaurant causing $3 million damages in the then worst arson fire in Anchorage's history.
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	1926
	Forest Ranger Jack Thayer was killed by a bear on Admiralty Island. A lake on the island was named after him.

	  
	  
	1930
	The Wrangell Presbyterian Church, the first one built in Alaska, was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1972
	The longest, most intensive, and most sophisticated search ever conducted in Alaska began after the disappearance of a chartered Cessna 310, carrying Representative Nick Begich and House Majority Leader Hale Boggs. The plane was enroute from Anchorage to Juneau.

	  
	  
	1974
	A 489-foot barge, carrying 13,800 tons of fertilizer, snapped its tow cable in 45 knot winds and sank off the coast of Sitka.
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	1873
	Thomas C. Riggs, Jr. , who became the ninth Governor of Alaska, was born in Maryland.

	  
	  
	1904
	The Alaska Weekly Transcript began publication in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1964
	Alaska Highway Commissioner D.A. McKinnon announced that a 1-year study would begin to find the best route for a proposed Nome-to-Fairbanks road.

	  
	  
	1979
	For the fifth time, The Petroleum Club of Anchorage, consisting of male oil industry executives, voted to bar women oil executives from membership.
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	1867
	The United States formally took possession of the Territory of Alaska with the raising of the flag at New Archangel, now Sitka.

	  
	  
	1880
	The 160-acre townsite of Harrisburgh was staked out by founders Richard Harris and Joe Juneau. The town's name was changed to Juneau in December of 1881.

	  
	  
	1898
	The Cape Nome Mining District was organized at Anvil Creek.

	  
	  
	1946
	The first mass air movement of Naval dependents to Alaska, nick-named the "Baby Special," took eleven Navy wives and ten children to their families in Dutch Harbor and Adak.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Prospector Memorial statue in front of the Sitka Pioneer Home was unveiled and dedicated. It was sculpted by Victor Alonzo Lewis. The model was "Skagway Bill" Fonda.

	  
	  
	1964
	Two Sitka landmarks, St. Michael's Cathedral and the Russian Mission Building, were officially recognized as National Historic Landmarks.
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	1889
	The first, and perhaps only, Alaska post of the Grand Army of the Republic was organized in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1929
	A representative of the Aero-Arctic Society was enroute from Germany to make final arrangements for the Zeppelin base in Fairbanks. Arctic zeppelin flights appeared a certainty.

	  
	  
	1945
	A Bering Sea storm did at least a million dollars damage in Nome.

	  
	  
	1964
	Two oil tankers, Union Oil's Santa Maria and Shell Oil's Sirrah, collided in the Anchorage waterfront, setting the Santa Maria ablaze. The Santa Maria carried 110,000 barrels of aviation fuel and stove oil.
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	1903
	A boundary dispute between Alaska and British Columbia was settled.

	  
	  
	1909
	The Alaska Central Railroad was sold to Mr. Receiver Laberee.

	  
	  
	1930
	A midget golf course opened on the second floor of the Goldstein Building in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	The City of Juneau proposed construction of a new state Legislative and Court building and offered to donate the land.
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	1899
	A two-day storm wrought havoc along Nome's waterfront, scattering wreckage along miles of shore. Lumber for the hospital was recovered, but the only remains of the whiskey shipment were empty cases.

	  
	  
	1904
	The Dillingham Post Office was established, with Russell Bates as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1954
	The Federal Communications Commission granted permission to ATandT to build twin underwater communications cables between Port Angeles, Washington and Ketchikan at a cost of about $13 million.

	  
	  
	1964
	Mr. and Mrs. Jack Anderson Jr. and their son, Andy, were given "Soldier of Courage" certificates by the Salvation Army for their part in rescuing 38 crewmen from the burning tanker Santa Maria. They maneuvered their two tugboats next to the tanker so the crew could jump aboard.

	  
	  
	1973
	Angoon residents approved the acceptance of $90,000 in U.S. reparations for the bombardment of the Southeast Alaskan village by the U.S. Revenue Cutter Corwin in October of 1882.
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	1866
	Charles E. Ingersoll, a member of the first Territorial Legislature, was born in Massachusetts .

	  
	  
	1949
	A gold rush was on as reports arrived of pea-sized nuggets found on the Yukon River, 160 miles north of Fairbanks. It was known as the Fishwheel Strike.

	  
	  
	1959
	A. W. Boddy, the Executive Director of the Alaska Sportsmen's Council endorsed a Department of the Interior proposal to create a 9-million acre wildlife preserve in Northeastern Alaska as "a chance to preserve for future generations a substantial piece of arctic country, essentially undisturbed."

	  
	  
	1969
	Two members of the U.S. House Interior Committee expressed their indignation concerning work already performed along the route of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline before right-of-way permits had been awarded.

	  
	  
	1974
	The Snettisham Hydroelectric Project near Juneau won the coveted "Army Chief of Engineers Distinguished Design Award for Engineering."
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	1909
	William Tgorn ran down 110 successive balls to set a new record at Hedlunds Pool and Billiard Hall in Fairbanks .

	  
	  
	1929
	Red lights, to be kept on at night, were installed on the wireless tower in Fairbanks to ease fears of evening airplane collisions.

	  
	  
	1964
	A team of 12 drivers and three 1964 Ford Comets arrived in Fairbanks, finishing a 16,287-mile, 40-day durability test run from Cape Horn, South America.

	  
	  
	1974
	The Concorde Supersonic Jetliner landed in Anchorage as part of a series of test flights prior to certification for commercial flights.
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	1918
	The Princess Sophia wrecked on Vanderbilt Reef, north of Juneau in the early morning hours and sank with all on board the next night.

	  
	  
	1919
	The weekly Hyder Alaska Miner was established by Joe K. Green.

	  
	  
	1929
	Alaska Airlines announced a contract with Swansen Fur Trading Company to bring 15 passengers and 6 tons of freight from Siberia to Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1977
	The U.S. Supreme Court upheld a lower court's one-year ban on bowhead whale hunting by Alaska natives.

	  
	  
	1979
	The film, "Spirit of the Wind" premiered in Fairbanks. The movie was based on the life of Alaskan dog musher George Attla.
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	1929
	For the first time in its history, Fairbanks had a uniformed police officer. Chief Tom Yeigh wore a new blue uniform with shoepacks to match.

	  
	  
	1941
	The USS Juneau was launched at Kearny, New Jersey and christened by Mrs. Harry Lucas, wife of Juneau's mayor. The ship was lost during World War II.

	  
	  
	1977
	In the wake of the ban on bowhead whale hunting, the National Marine Fisheries Service announced that police patrols would be beefed up along Alaska's Arctic coast.
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	1882
	The U.S. Navy shelled the Southeast community of Angoon .

	  
	  
	1909
	Alfred P. Swineford , who had been Alaska's second governor, died in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1973
	The Carlanna Lake Dam ruptured, causing an estimated $2.2 million water damage in Ketchikan .

	  
	  
	1974
	The Teamster Mall in Anchorage officially opened.

	  
	  
	1975
	King Olaf the Fifth of Norway arrived in Anchorage. Alaska was his last stop on an American tour.
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	1778
	The expedition of Captain James Cook left Unalaska for the Hawaiian Islands, where Cook was killed.

	  
	  
	1936
	The pipeline and bridges at the Sawmill Creek hydro-electric plant in Sitka were washed out.

	  
	  
	1982
	The Aurora I Telecommunications satellite was launched.

	  
	28
	
	

	  
	  
	1936
	Members of the Matanuska Valley Farmers Cooperative Association formed the largest distributor of locally grown produce in Alaska, Matanuska Maid.

	  
	  
	1949
	Amidst growing skepticism over the validity of the Fishwheel Gold Strike, 160 miles north of Fairbanks on the Yukon River, a University of Alaska geologist revealed one of the nuggets he examined from the strike was brass and two others were pocket worn.

	  
	  
	1971
	A pipeline break at Galena Air Force Base that spilled 13,500 gallons of diesel fuel into the Yukon River was uncovered and reported by the Broadcast News Center of Fairbanks. The spill occurred on September 16, 1971, and was never reported by the military.

	  
	  
	1988
	Two stranded gray whales left Barrow following an international rescue effort.
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	1867
	An Army post was established at Sitka , with General Jefferson C. Davis in command.

	  
	  
	1918
	Juneau was quarantined to help prevent the spread of Spanish influenza.

	  
	  
	1940
	Radio station KINY-AM moved into the Decker Building in downtown Juneau.

	  
	  
	1942
	The Alaska Highway , Alaska's first land link with the States, was announced open for traffic.

	  
	  
	1965
	An underground nuclear device, with four times the power of the bombs that destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki, was detonated beneath Amchitka Island in the Aleutians. The blast, registering at 5.7 on the Richter scale, lifted the island a few feet above ground zero.

	  
	  
	1983
	Alaska time zones were combined as the Alaska Time Zone.
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	1904
	Both the Catholic Church and the Presbyterian Church opened their doors for the first time in Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1938
	The cornerstone was laid for the Shrine of St. Therese Chapel, about 15 miles north of Juneau.

	  
	  
	1939
	Compensation for all jurors in Alaskan Judicial districts was raised from $4 to $5 per day.

	  
	  
	1974
	President Gerald Ford vetoed a bill designed to protect the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and other wildlife preserves from pipeline construction and other industrial uses.
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	1934
	The Uptown Theatre, a movie house, opened at Third and Seward Streets in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1935
	The Juneau-Douglas Bridge opened to the public, costing $225,000 to build and ending 48 years of ferry service between the two towns.

	  
	  
	1940
	The new Gross 20th Century Theater opened in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1969
	Senator Jay Kertulla (D-Palmer ) and Representatives Mike Bradner (D-Fairbanks) and Don Young (R-Fort Yukon) called attention to the possibility of "the only serious environmental problem" of the proposed Trans-Alaska Pipeline: the possible pollution of Prince William Sound as tankers go in and out of Valdez.
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	1959
	A uniform statewide liquor sale law went into effect, eliminating 24-hour bar operations.

	  
	  
	1966
	4,000 Alaskans greeted President Lyndon Baines Johnson at 11:37 p.m. at Elmendorf Air Force Base. LBJ, who was returning from a 3,500-mile Asian tour, was the third U.S. President to visit Alaska.

	  
	  
	1974
	About 600 supervisors in the Alaska Public Employees Association (APEA) walked out in the first strike in the history of Alaska's state government.

	  
	  
	1980
	The Alaska Miners Association accused President Carter of misleading the public on the impact of federal land withdrawals on mining in Alaska.
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	1893
	An official survey of the townsite of Juneau was commenced by C.W. Garside.

	  
	  
	1912
	The Alaska Daily Empire was established by J.F.A. Strong (who became Governor of the Territory in 1913). It later became the Southeast Alaska Empire, and currently, the Juneau Empire.

	  
	  
	1920
	Residents of Anchorage voted 328-130 to incorporate as a first-class city.

	  
	  
	1976
	The voters of Alaska authorized the formation of the Permanent Fund.

	  
	  
	1982
	Bill Sheffield was elected as the State of Alaska's sixth governor.
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	1905
	The post office of Gakona was established.

	  
	  
	1942
	Road crews met at the "breakthrough" at Beaver Creek on the Alaska Highway , where the roads met.

	  
	  
	1970
	William A. Egan was elected fourth Governor of the State of Alaska. Egan also served as the State's first Governor.

	  
	  
	1980
	U.S. Supreme Court Justice William Renquist issued a temporary stay, preventing the Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend Law from going into effect and the checks from being mailed. The stay was based on a suit filed by Patricia and Ron Zobel of Anchorage.
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	1884
	Alaska's first U.S. District Court was formally organized in Sitka .

	  
	  
	1928
	A windstorm in Cordova did more than $30,000 worth of damage to the town.

	  
	  
	1939
	A second G-Man (FBI Agent) was added to the Juneau office.

	  
	  
	1974
	Negotiators for the Alaska Public Employees Association accepted a 15% pay increase for striking supervisors, ending the state's first government employee strike.

	  
	  
	1979
	A rockslide in Juneau destroyed a 40-foot section of the Basin Road trestle closing access to Gold Creek Basin, a popular hiking area.

	  
	  
	1980
	Alaska voted to send an all-Republican delegation to Washington D.C. as Frank Murkowski defeated Clark Gruening in the Senate race and incumbent Don Young won re-election.

	  
	  
	1986
	Steve Cowper was elected as the State of Alaska's seventh governor.
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	1837
	Lyman E. Knapp , who became Alaska's third governor, was born in Vermont.

	  
	  
	1912
	The first election was held to elect members of the Territorial Legislature.

	  
	  
	1913
	Sitka became a second class municipality, the last major town in Alaska to incorporate.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Cordova Times was banned from the mails after a complaint had been received about a page one advertisement concerning a bingo game.

	  
	  
	1974
	Jay Hammond was elected as the fifth Governor of the State of Alaska, beating 3-term incumbent William Egan by a 287-vote margin.
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	1959
	The Juneau Chamber of Commerce recommended that a proposed Southeast Alaska Ferry System be financed as part of the Federal Interstate Road Network.

	  
	  
	1959
	Live arctic grayling and tundra blackfish from Alaska arrived at their new home in the National Aquarium in Washington D.C.

	  
	  
	1962
	William Egan was re-elected as Governor of the State of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1971
	The Atomic Energy Commission detonated a 5-megaton nuclear warhead beneath Amchitka Island in the Aleutians.

	  
	  
	1979
	A workroom and the library at the Alaska State Museum in Juneau were closed due to asbestos dust from the insulation.
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	1880
	Richard Harris and Joe Juneau filled their canoe with quartz rock, records, and laws, and left for Sitka to report to the backer of their prospecting expedition.

	  
	  
	1881
	Mr. and Mrs. Walter B. Styles opened a Presbyterian mission school in Hoonah.

	  
	  
	1922
	Eben Hobson, Native leader, was born.

	  
	  
	1938
	Construction began on the breakwater for Juneau's long awaited boat harbor.

	  
	  
	1940
	While the temperature was fifteen degrees below zero, a fire destroyed the entire town of McCarthy , except for one establishment - Jack O'Neill's General Store.
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	1909
	The population of Fairbanks was estimated at 6,000 by the R.L. Polk 1909-1910 Gazetter.

	  
	  
	1929
	Cap A.E. Lathrop assumed ownership of The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner.

	  
	  
	1955
	The Alaska Constitutional Convention convened at the University of Alaska in Fairbanks.

	  
	  
	1960
	For the first time, Alaskans cast their votes for President of the United States. A total of 62,177 votes were cast, and the state's three electoral votes went to Richard Nixon , narrowing edging out John F. Kennedy.

	  
	  
	1966
	Walter Hickel was elected second governor of the State of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Alaska Weights and Measures Board charged a Juneau gas station with violating the law and locked the pumps when it was discovered the pumps were dispensing more gasoline than indicated.
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	1929
	Alaska pioneer aviator Ben Eielson and his mechanic Earl Borland, were reported lost in Siberia on a flight from Teller, to salvage furs from an ice-bound ship. Their bodies were finally discovered in mid-February the next year.

	  
	  
	1939
	For the first time, 3 women appeared as a team on KFAR-AM, Fairbanks' weekly radio quiz, "On The Spot."

	  
	  
	1940
	A Pan American DC3 left Seattle for Juneau, taking over the route from the "flying boats."

	  
	  
	1959
	The seven residents of Chicken , Alaska offered their community as an alternative to Palmer as a new location for Alaska's capital, saying "Each session would have to start in October before the road closed" and that the peace and quiet in Chicken would offer ample time for contemplation without interruption.

	  
	  
	1979
	A Japanese factory-fishing ship went aground near the village of St. Paul in the Pribilof Islands, spilling over one hundred thousand gallons of diesel fuel.

	  
	  
	1979
	Sohio-BP Alaska and ARCO withdrew their support for the Petroleum Club of Anchorage (a group of oil executives) over its refusal to allow women members.

	  
	  
	1979
	Several Phantom F-4E fighter jets roared into the sky from Elmendorf Air Force Base when a computer mistake caused a six-minute nationwide missile defense alert false alarm.
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	1897
	The Skagway post office was established with William B. Sampson as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1939
	The seventh legal hanging in Alaska occurred in Juneau. Nelson Charles had been convicted of killing his mother-in-law in a drunken rage.

	  
	  
	1954
	The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner published a 144-page "Progress Edition" with dozens of articles discussing current and future economic potential for Alaska. It sold for 25¢ instead of the normal 10¢.

	  
	  
	1959
	The judge came by plane, the applicants by dogsled. The courtroom was under the wing of a plane, as Judge Vernon Forbes naturalized as U.S. citizens two women who came to Savoonga, Alaska from Siberia 35 years before.

	  
	  
	1978
	The Iditarod National Historic Trail was designated.
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	1863
	Hudson Stuck, Alaska missionary, mountain climber and author, was born in England.

	  
	  
	1974
	A fast-moving storm with 70 m.p.h. winds battered Nome , flooding streets, destroying homes, and leaving smaller communities without adequate food and water.

	  
	  
	1980
	Pavlof Volcano, an 8,905-foot peak near Cold Bay, was described as "erupting like a blowtorch" by a Reeve-Aleutian Airways pilot.
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	1912
	The steamer Portland, the Gold Ship that started the Klondike Gold Rush, was wrecked at Katalla.

	  
	  
	1952
	The Juneau Memorial Library was dedicated.

	  
	  
	1954
	Wein Alaska Airways protested the planned closure of U.S. Customs stations at Eagle and Fort Yukon, citing adverse impact on tourist flights. (Planes from Canada would have to check in at Fairbanks before travelling to any Alaskan village and before leaving Alaska.)

	  
	  
	1980
	The U.S. House of Representatives adopted the Senate version of the Alaska D-2 Lands Bill.
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	1835
	Robert Kennicott, naturalist and explorer, was born.

	  
	  
	1909
	A Fairbanks man (W.D. Wheeler) narrowly escaped death when an 18-pound crowbar fell from a second story window in a government warehouse.

	  
	  
	1943
	A fire in downtown Fairbanks caused over $50,000 damage.

	  
	  
	1954
	A spokesman from Standard Oil Company told an "All-Alaska Chamber of Commerce" meeting that Alaska's oil development prospects were very good.
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	1938
	The train that ran on the Copper River and Northwestern Railway out of Cordova made its last run.

	  
	  
	1939
	The Fairbanks City Council directed the police to eliminate the problem of wolves being kept as pets within city limits.

	  
	  
	1974
	Community college faculty went on strike throughout the state affecting 7,000 students on 9 campuses.
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	1907
	The business section of the mining town of Cleary was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1910
	Cape Hinchinbrook light station was placed in service at the entrance to Prince William Sound.

	  
	  
	1917
	The halibut steamer Manhattan was wrecked near Lituya Bay in Southeast Alaska.

	  
	  
	1949
	Cecil Moore left Fairbanks, beginning a 5000-mile trek by dogsled to Lewiston, Missouri. He was hoping to take about 120 days.

	  
	  
	1979
	One hundred m.p.h. winds lashed Anchorage knocking down trees, flipping air planes, and damaging buildings.
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	1904
	The first winter mail from Fairbanks arrived at Valdez over the trail.

	  
	  
	1928
	The Juneau High School Building was dedicated. It later became Capital Elementary School.

	  
	  
	1973
	Construction of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline was authorized by President Richard Nixon.

	  
	  
	1979
	The first auction of barley harvested at Delta Junction (part of the "Barley Project") lasted 15 minutes with 140 tons going for $20,800.

	  
	  
	1979
	Anchorage developers with European financing announced plans to build a 400-room hotel, a 120,000 square-foot office building, and 129 condominiums on the site of the former Alaska-Juneau Gold Mill. Plans were scrapped for the hotel, but plans were made to re-open the mine itself.
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	1896
	The post office of Tyoonok was established on Cook Inlet. In 1905, the name was changed to Tyonek.

	  
	  
	1916
	A 40-man detachment of U.S. Infantry arrived at their .c.Anchorage post.

	  
	  
	1963
	The Glacier Valley School in Juneau was dedicated.
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	1923
	U.S. Senator Ted Stevens was born in Indianapolis, Indiana.

	  
	  
	1959
	The first pulp was produced by the Alaska Lumber and Pulp Company in Sitka.

	  
	  
	1964
	Record high tides combined with 3.4 feet of subsidence from the 1964 earthquake threatened to flood Seldovia with the high tide just 10 inches below the boardwalks. On the 19th, the water level reached 1 foot over the boardwalks.

	  
	  
	1970
	An explosion of a natural gas pipeline supplying fuel to Barrow left the village without a source for heat and electricity. (Barrow has few oil-burning stoves and relies mostly on natural gas.)
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	1922
	A serious fire broke out in the Evans Jones coal mine in the Matanuska Valley.

	  
	  
	1941
	Work was started on the railroad tunnel to connect Portage and Whittier.

	  
	  
	1959
	Authorization for night take-offs and landings at the Juneau International Airport was given by the FAA.

	  
	  
	1961
	RCA formally took over operation of the White Alice network, an ultra-modern radio relay communications system of 33 sites along Alaska's coastline.

	  
	  
	1964
	Anchorage's first bank robbery entered the FBI files as a "husky, raunchy-looking man" robbed the National Bank of Alaska's 5th Avenue branch of $6,000.

	  
	  
	1969
	Bethel voted to close down its only liquor store.

	  
	  
	1977
	A fire at the North Pole Refinery caused damage that took one month to repair.
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	1856
	Peter Trimble Rowe, who became the first Episcopal Bishop of Alaska, was born in Ontario, Canada.

	  
	  
	1939
	An earthslide caused by heavy rains forced the AJ Mine in Juneau to halt operations for nearly 20 hours until repairs were made.

	  
	  
	1942
	The Alaska-Canadian Highway was opened to the public with a ceremony at Whitehorse, Yukon Territory.

	  
	  
	1942
	The Whittier-Portage tunnel was holed through, making the port accessible to Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1959
	Federal Judge Vernon Forbes ruled that the new state liquor regulations that went into effect earlier this month were invalid because of an "improper regulation of authority."
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	1900
	The post office at Uyak was established on Kodiak Island with Herbert Hume as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1913
	Juneau's new city hall, at the corner of 4th and Main, was ready for occupancy.

	  
	  
	1967
	Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall announced plans to open the continental shelf in the Gulf of Alaska to oil and gas exploration. (He suggested that oil and gas revenues could provide a solution to the Alaska Native Land Claim problem.)

	  
	  
	1977
	Doyon Ltd. and Louisiana Land and Exploration Company abandoned plans for a fourth exploratory well in the Kandik Basin (northeast of Fairbanks) after the first three yielded nothing.

	  
	  
	1979
	Four thousand pounds of mail for Anchorage and Rural Alaska was lost as a mail container van washed overboard in the Gulf of Alaska.
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	1909
	All Fairbanks residents started setting their watches according to the big clock in front of Jack Sale's Jewelry Store. Previously, nearly every watch and clock in town had been set according to its owners fancy.

	  
	  
	1916
	Jack London , widely known for his Alaskan fiction, died in California.

	  
	  
	1949
	Under the new Alaska Public Works Act, the U.S. Bureau of Community Facilities began the job of determining how to spend $5 million in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1974
	Jay Hammond was finally certified as the winner in a tight gubernatorial race with incumbent William Egan. Hammond had a reported 45,483 votes to Egan's 45,118, a difference of 365 votes.
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	1898
	The weekly Douglas Island News was established in Douglas and operated there until 1921.

	  
	  
	1924
	The Northern Commercial Company in Fairbanks dropped the price of gasoline four cents to 40¢ per gallon.

	  
	  
	1939
	The first (and only ) annual Gold Bowl football game was played in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1980
	A roaming dog killed 3 caribou calves at the University of Alaska-Fairbanks. The caribou had been the subject of nutrition and metabolism studies.
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	1929
	The steamer Princess Norah, later a favorite of Juneau travellers, arrived in Juneau on her maiden voyage.

	  
	  
	1941
	Much of the business district of Seward was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1959
	Ten Royal Canadian divers dove in the waters off the Taku Glacier, near Juneau, testing wet suits in the 30 Fahrenheit salt water.
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	1912
	The name of the post office at the smelter town of Port Hadley, on Prince of Wales Island, was changed to Hadley.

	  
	  
	1969
	The greatest deluge of mail to Governor Keith Miller, over 700 letters, hit the Governor's desk in Juneau following a televised documentary supposedly showing wolves being hunted for bounty.

	  
	  
	1970
	Walter J. Hickel was fired from his job as Secretary of the Interior by Richard M. Nixon. He was appointed to the post in January, 1969.

	  
	  
	1974
	A recount was begun of the 90,000 votes cast for governor. Prior to the recount, Jay Hammond led Governor William Egan by 365 votes.
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	1867
	The first bill was introduced in the U.S. Congress to "organize the Territory of Alaska." It failed to get a hearing.

	  
	  
	1922
	The Alaska Electric Light and Power Company installed Juneau's first radio broadcast station at its Front Street office.

	  
	  
	1949
	The Anchorage International Airport arrived in Seward - in barrels - 21,700 barrels of asphalt destined to pave the airport's runways.

	  
	  
	1958
	William Egan was elected as the State of Alaska's first Governor in the state's first general election.
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	1880
	Arthur G. Shoup, author of the womens suffrage bill in the first Territorial Legislature, was born in Idaho.

	  
	  
	1954
	Elana France of Fairbanks won a drawing at the Seattle Boat Show. Her prize was an 18-foot long, half-ton totem pole ("carved by a real, genuine Indian").

	  
	  
	1974
	The completed recount of all 90,000 votes cast for governor showed Jay Hammond beating incumbent Governor William Egan by 287 votes.
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	1859
	Elmer J. White, who became known as "Stroller" White , was born in Ohio. Mt. Stroller White - near the Mendenhall Glacier - was named after this newspaperman.

	  
	  
	1969
	A massive rockslide buried Ketchikan's new Lake Silvis hydroelectric plant.

	  
	  
	1980
	Three top Alaska military commanders and the State Department of Natural Resources signed an agreement giving the state and the public far greater control over military use of state land.
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	1929
	A search was begun for Carl Ben Eielson , pioneer Alaskan pilot, who was missing for two weeks on a trip to Cape North, Siberia, to salvage furs from an ice-bound ship. His body was later found on February 18, 1930, concluding a 100-day search. It was suspected a white-out and a faulty altimeter caused the crash.

	  
	  
	1930
	Mining operations were suspended at the big copper mine at Latouche.

	  
	  
	1953
	The Alaska Native Service Hospital in Anchorage was opened for public inspection.

	  
	  
	1979
	"Alaska's Grand Old Adventurer," 74-year old Norman Vaughn, reached the South Pole for the second time as part of a group commemorating Admiral Byrd's 1929 expedition, of which Vaughn was a member.

	  
	30
	
	

	  
	  
	1881
	Anthony J. Dimond, Alaska's delegate in Congress and District Judge, was born in New York State.

	  
	  
	1895
	Peter Trimble Rowe was consecrated the first Episcopal Bishop of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1929
	The largest totem pole rehabilitated in the Saxman Totem Project was finished. It was to be taken to a lot at the head of Totem Lane in Ketchikan , where it would be the center pole of seven. It was 47 feet long, with a base diameter of 5 feet.

	  
	  
	1935
	The Pioneer Sea Foods Company Cannery in Cordova was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1979
	U.S. Presidential hopeful Ronald Reagan visited Anchorage.

	 
 
	
	

	December
	
	

	  
	1
	
	

	  
	  
	1894
	The Yukon Order of Pioneers was organized at Forty Mile on the Yukon River.

	  
	  
	1924
	Alaska Governor Scott C. Bone met with President Calvin Coolidge asking that Alaska be included in the Federal Highway Act.

	  
	  
	1935
	The University of Alaska Library at Fairbanks moved into the new library/gymnasium building. It took 13 hours to move 12,000 books.

	  
	  
	1953
	The Chugach Electric Company began operating the Knik Arm Power Facility on Ship Creek near Anchorage .

	  
	  
	1973
	The Snettisham Hydroelectric Plant, which supplies Juneau with most of its electricity, was inaugurated.

	  
	  
	1978
	President Jimmy Carter invoked the 1906 Antiquities Act to designate 56 million acres of land in Alaska as national monuments. (He did this after Congress failed to pass a D-2 law and before protection under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act ended December 18.)

	  
	  
	1980
	U.S. Secretary of the Interior Cecil Andrus finalized approval for the Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline right-of-way across federal lands from the North Slope into Canada. (The line has yet to be built.)

	  
	  
	1986
	Steve Cowper took office as the seventh Governor of the State of Alaska.

	  
	2
	
	

	  
	  
	1863
	Prince Dimitri Maksoutoff became the last Alaska Chief Manager of the Russian American Company.

	  
	  
	1903
	The B.M. Behrends Mercantile Company was incorporated in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	Phil Holdsworth, then Commissioner of Natural Resources said "We'll flood the Bureau of Land Management with applications in the next 6 months," as the state increased the pace of acquiring the 104 million acres of land granted by the Statehood Act.

	  
	  
	1974
	Jay S. Hammond took office as the fifth Governor of the State of Alaska. (He was later elected to a second term.)

	  
	  
	1980
	The Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act was signed into law by President Jimmy Carter.
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	1906
	Frank H. Waskey was seated at the first delegate in the U.S House of Representatives from Alaska. He had, however, no voting power in Congress.

	  
	  
	1954
	The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced $3-5 million worth of improvements for the airport at Naknek.

	  
	  
	1955
	The first record of the first Alaskan recording company began national distribution with the release of "Down Hill Drag" by the Polar Recording Company.
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	1912
	The 100-stamp mill at the Perseverance Mine in the Silver Bow Basin was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1932
	The main school building at Fairbanks was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1934
	Cordova was struck by gale force winds that did $100,000 damage in two days.

	  
	  
	1939
	Radio-telephone rates were reduced between Alaska and the United States. The new Seattle-Juneau rate was $6 for the first three minutes, down from $9.

	  
	  
	1972
	Plans were unveiled in Anchorage by the El Paso Natural Gas Company for a natural gas pipeline from the North Slope to a Southcentral port.

	  
	  
	1978
	Jay Hammond was sworn in for his second term as Governor of Alaska.
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	1905
	Roald Amundsen, enroute through the Northwest Passage, reached Eagle from Herschel Island. He left his ship, the Gjoa in frozen ice and sledded to Eagle to telegraph his crossing.

	  
	  
	1914
	The Juneau Public Library opened with 1,000 volumes.

	  
	  
	1966
	Walter J. Hickel took office as the second governor of the State of Alaska.

	  
	  
	1970
	William A. Egan took office again as the fourth Governor of the State of Alaska, after having been the first.
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	1920
	Seaborn J. Buckalew, who became an Alaska legislator and judge, was born in Texas.

	  
	  
	1939
	Ernest Gruening took office as the 13th territorial governor of Alaska, appointed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

	  
	  
	1960
	U.S. Secretary of the Interior Fred Seaton established three national wildlife reserves in Alaska: The Arctic National Wildlife Range (9 million acres in the extreme northeastern corner of Alaska), the Izembek National Wildlife Range (415,000 acres on the north side of the Alaska Peninsula), and the Kuskoquim National Wildlife Range (1.8 million acres on the Yukon-Kuskoquim Delta).

	  
	  
	1973
	The Alaska State Ferry MV Le Conte was officially launched.

	  
	  
	1979
	R. Buckminster Fuller, age 84, spoke at the Alaska State Legislature's Future Frontiers Conference in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1982
	Bill Sheffield took office as the sixth Governor of the State of Alaska.
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	1925
	The U.S. Supreme Court upheld Alaska's graduated excise tax on canned salmon.

	  
	  
	1931
	Twenty tons of dynamite was set off at the Alaska-Juneau gold mine to bring down an estimated 750,000 tons of rock.

	  
	  
	1979
	State and federal judges refused to cancel the planned Beaufort Sea oil and gas lease sale scheduled for December 11.
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	1741
	Vitus Bering , early Russian explorer, died on Bering Island, after his ship was cast ashore following his second voyage to Alaska.

	  
	  
	1900
	The steamer City of Topeka was wrecked on Sullivan Island near Haines, but was later salvaged.

	  
	  
	1967
	Atlantic Richfield's discovery well struck oil and natural gas in Prudhoe Bay.

	  
	  
	1978
	The Fairbanks City Council voted to do away with the small zoo at Alaskaland.

	  
	  
	1979
	STAR TREK - The Motion Picture premiered in Alaska in Anchorage area theaters.
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	1947
	The Fairbanks City Council approved plans to buy 100 parking meters.

	  
	  
	1948
	The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis arrived in Juneau to take up permanent station.

	  
	  
	1964
	One million acres of North Slope land were leased for oil and gas development for $5.6 million. Governor William Egan expressed his disappointment over the amount paid for the leases.

	  
	  
	1964
	Anchorage police began rounding up loose dogs . This unprecedented action followed a flurry of dog bite incidents and reports of dogs roaming the city in packs.
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	1826
	John H. Kinkead , the first Governor of Alaska, was born in Pennsylvania.

	  
	  
	1910
	The steamship Olympia was permanently stranded on Bligh Reef near Valdez.

	  
	  
	1951
	The Anchorage International Airport officially opened.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Alaska Supreme Court held an emergency session to hear arguments from the village of Kaktovik and environmentalists against allowing the Beaufort Sea oil and gas lease sale. The court unanimously agreed to permit the lease sale.
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	1902
	The Kotzebue Post Office was established with Dana H. Thomas as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1925
	The Cape Spencer Light Station was commissioned by the U.S. Lighthouse Service.

	  
	  
	1939
	Seldovia began using water from its own city water system. The project was handled by the PWA, a New Deal agency.

	  
	  
	1964
	The State Commissioner of Public Works announced plans to build a new International Terminal at Anchorage International Airport.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Beaufort Sea Oil and Gas Lease Sale brought $1 billion, of which $456 million went to the state of Alaska.
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	1914
	Moore's Dock at Skagway , a landmark, was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1932
	The Alaska non-resident troll fisherman's license tax of $250 was declared invalid by the U.S. Supreme Court.

	  
	  
	1940
	The War Department General Order No. 9 named the military reservation Fort Richardson and the airfield, Elmendorf Air Force Base.

	  
	  
	1957
	The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis returned to Juneau after her complete circuit of the North American continent.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Trans-Alaska Oil Pipeline flow was cut nearly 80% as a strong storm kept tankers from entering the Port of Valdez. The storm eased the next day, allowing tanker traffic to resume.

	  
	  
	1979
	The international conservation group Greenpeace joined the opposition to aerial wolf hunting in Alaska.
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	1914
	The post office of Akutan was established with Hugh McGlasham, Sr. as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1926
	The post office of Port Alexander, on Baranof Island in Southeast Alaska, was established with Dorothy M. Stoddard as postmaster.

	  
	  
	1962
	Drilling began on an exploratory offshore Richfield oil well connected to shore by a 2,300-foot causeway in Wide Bay, 150 miles west of Kodiak - a first in Alaskan oil exploration.
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	1826
	Joseph Juneau , who is credited with co-discovering gold in Alaska's present capital, was born in Quebec, Canada.

	  
	  
	1935
	The Juneau City Council voted to change the name of Lower Front Street to South Franklin Street.

	  
	  
	1937
	Hazen Bay National Wildlife Refuge was established.

	  
	  
	1959
	Six Alaska students were named to participate in a White House Conference on Children and Youth, to be held in March of 1960. More than 7000 people were expected.

	  
	  
	1989
	Mount Redoubt, 115 miles southwest of Anchorage, erupted for the first time in 23 years, spewing dust 7 miles into the air.
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	1881
	The U.S. Navy left the Military Post of Rockwell (so named for the post commander) after having been "the law" since it was established in May 1881. The location became the city of Juneau later that year, after having been both Harrisburgh and Rockwell.

	  
	  
	1894
	Frank G. Johnson, legislator and Grand President of the Alaska Native Brotherhood, was born near Kake.

	  
	  
	1939
	Radio-telephone service on a commercial basis was inaugurated between Ketchikan and the Lower 48.

	  
	  
	1964
	A five-cent U.S. commorative postage stamp honoring amateur radio had its official first day at Anchorage post offices.

	  
	  
	1969
	U.S. Plywood Champion Papers, Inc. announced it had selected Echo Cove in Berner's Bay, near Juneau, as the site of its $100 million wood products complex. It was never built.
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	1929
	The first concrete was poured for what is now the Alaska State Capitol building in Juneau .

	  
	  
	1947
	The Army tanker El Caney with a crew of 45, was adrift south of the Aleutian Islands in the North Pacific due to a damaged rudder and propeller.

	  
	  
	1975
	A Japan Airlines 747 passenger jet, buffeted by 30 knot winds, blew off an icy taxiway at Anchorage International Airport , plunging into a 60-foot deep gully. The passengers and crew suffered only minor injuries.
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	1894
	The Alaska Search Light was established in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1918
	John Green Brady , the fifth Governor of Alaska, died in Sitka .

	  
	  
	1955
	The "huge, 70-room" Traveller's Inn opened in Anchorage.

	  
	  
	1959
	The Annex Creek Power Facility failed, putting Juneau on emergency power for over a week.

	  
	  
	1969
	A U.S. House committee cleared the last obstacle allowing the permit to be issued to build the 800-mile Trans-Alaska Oil Pipeline .

	  
	  
	1979
	Venetie and Arctic Village were granted title to 1.8 million acres of federal land in the then "largest native land conveyance in Alaska's history."
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	1922
	The Ready Bullion Mine on Douglas Island near Juneau was permanently shut down.

	  
	  
	1971
	The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act was signed into law, creating the thirteen regional native corporations in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1973
	Plans to add 31.5 million acres of Alaska land to the National Wildlife Refuge System were submitted by U.S. Secretary of the Interior Rogers Morton under provision D-2 of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.
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	1949
	Fire destroyed the Father Duncan Memorial Church in Metlakatla. It was one of the largest churches in Alaska.

	  
	  
	1960
	A fire destroyed the Lowe Trading Post in Dillingham , with damages estimated at $200,000.

	  
	  
	1973
	A federal district judge released $130 million, the first cash payment under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act , and ordered hearings on creating a 13th regional native corporation.
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	1889
	Adolph H. Ziegler, Alaska lawyer and legislator, was born in Maryland.

	  
	  
	1920
	The famed mail steamer Dora was wrecked near Hardy Bay, Vancouver Island.

	  
	  
	1979
	Two days of snow and ice caused 200 traffic accidents in Anchorage (mostly fender benders).

	  
	  
	1979
	Governor Jay Hammond declared the flood-plagued Willow Creek area a disaster area.
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	1906
	The first message over telegraph cable between Juneau and Wrangell was sent.

	  
	  
	1939
	Buffalo in the Big Delta were reported to be "raiding" an airfield at night and destroying freight in the process. The animals were under the jurisdiction of the Alaska Game Commission.

	  
	  
	1964
	A fire in Juneau destroyed the Salvation Army Store and the Harbor Leather Company.

	  
	  
	1973
	The U.S. Army at Fort Wainwright agreed to sell electricity to the Golden Valley Electrical Association.

	  
	  
	1978
	The U.S. Department of the Interior issued temporary regulations permitting subsistence hunting, fishing, and trapping in 14 of the 15 national monuments created by President Jimmy Carter earlier in the month.

	  
	  
	1979
	The Alaska Supreme Court upheld the ritual of potlatch when it reversed the conviction of a man who transported a moose out of season to a traditional funeral potlatch in Minto, northwest of Fairbanks.
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	1919
	The trading store of the Sons of Norway in Petersburg was destroyed by fire.

	  
	  
	1939
	Every house in Barrow was quarantined due to a measles epidemic.

	  
	  
	1939
	The population of Juneau was reported at 5,748. (In 1930, it was 4,043.)

	  
	  
	1939
	Fifteen cows arrived in Anchorage by air. They were the first of 45 cows being brought in by the Matanuska Valley Cooperative Association.

	  
	  
	1944
	The first serious wreck on the Alaska Railroad occurred 45 miles from Fairbanks and sent 11 to the hospital.
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	1905
	Lester D. Bronson, who served in the Alaska Legislature from Nome, was born in California.

	  
	  
	1946
	The Auke Bay post office north of Juneau officially opened for business.

	  
	  
	1964
	Nine employees of the Alaska Communication System were awarded the "Declaration of Exceptional Service" by the Secretary of the Air Force.
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	1824
	The Afognak Forest and Fish Culture Reserve was established by President Benjamin Harrison.

	  
	  
	1906
	Telegraphic service via submarine cable was opened between Juneau and Ketchikan .

	  
	  
	1914
	The first ore train in the Juneau area operated from the Perseverance Mine to the mill at Thane, south of Juneau.

	  
	  
	1959
	A Reno, Nevada media group purchased the Alaska Daily Empire in Juneau. It is now the Juneau Empire and is owned by Morris Communications, headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia.

	  
	  
	1959
	Bob Hope began a series of shows for Alaska's military personnel at Ladd Air Force Base in Fairbanks. Other shows were planned at Elmendorf, Eielson, and other Air Force bases in Alaska.
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	1923
	The Point Retreat Light Station near Juneau was placed in operation.

	  
	  
	1925
	The Sitka Progress, a weekly paper, published its first issue.

	  
	  
	1959
	Kodiak's water supply was exhausted as 64 million gallons of water leaked from the community's reservoir through a 5-foot crack in the dam's footings.

	  
	  
	1979
	A 740-foot Japanese freighter capsized off northern British Columbia. All 30 men perished.
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	1839
	Charles John Seghers, who became the Catholic Bishop of Vancouver Island, was born in Belgium.

	  
	  
	1935
	William Monroe, Klondike gold rusher and builder of a railroad from Nome to Anvil Creek, died at the age of 94. (He was also the founder of the city of Monrovia in California.)

	  
	  
	1967
	One hundred and fifty-seven technicians and clerks went on strike at the Ballistic Missile Early Warning Center site at Clear, Alaska. (The BMEWS remained in operation.)
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	1947
	A B-29 bomber missing from Ladd Field, Fairbanks for four days was sighted on the northern Seward Peninsula. Six out of eleven survived the crash.

	  
	  
	1955
	The eight crewmen of an Air Force C-119 "Flying Boxcar" escaped death as the aircraft crashed on takeoff at the Sparrevohn Radar Base in Western Alaska.

	  
	  
	1965
	Vice-President Hubert Humphrey stopped in Anchorage for 45 minutes enroute to the Far East.
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	1905
	The Daily Miner began publication in Ketchikan and absorbed the existing Ketchikan Mining Journal.

	  
	  
	1907
	Richard Harris, one of the founders of Juneau, was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1954
	The Alaska Railroad asked for bids from private operators to lease its stern-wheel riverboat Nenana which was operating on the Tanana and Yukon rivers.

	  
	  
	1954
	Three Eskimos and 9 dogs were enroute from Selawik to Nome with 800 reindeer to establish a new herd.
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	1878
	Richard E. Hardcastle, legislator and longtime Ketchikan businessman, was born in New Jersey.

	  
	  
	1879
	WWI flying ace Colonel "Billy" Mitchell, who established telegraph posts in Alaska in the early 1900's, was born in Nice, France. Mt. Billy Mitchell, near Valdez, was named after the famous Brigadier General of the U.S. Army Air Corps.

	  
	  
	1935
	The University of Alaska at Fairbanks Library was formally dedicated in its new location, the Library/Gymnasium Building.

	  
	  
	1964
	An Alaska State Trooper helicopter lost 600 pounds of radio gear south of Anchorage. A 330 watt repeater fell 2,000 feet into deep snow.

	  
	  
	1969
	Keith Miller took office as the third Governor of the State of Alaska, succeeding Walter Hickel , who took the position of U.S. Secretary of the Interior.

	  
	  
	1980
	The City of Anchorage filed suit in Federal Court claiming the Census Bureau under-counted the city's population, and sought to have the Census Bureau change its count.
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	1788
	Lt. Otto Von Kotzebue , Russian navigator, was born.

	  
	  
	1902
	Two men were killed in a snowslide near Cordova .

	  
	  
	1938
	E.W. Griffin, Secretary of Alaska, died of a heart attack while delivering a speech in Juneau.

	  
	  
	1960
	The Alaska Sled Dog and Racing Association called off the first race of the season (scheduled for January 1) because of no snow. This was the first cancellation in the Association's history, although the next year, it was also cancelled due to warm weather.

	  
	  
	1964
	A major fire in downtown Juneau gutted the J.B. Caro Building, including Alaska Transfer and Storage and the Chilkat Fuel Company.
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	1894
	The Juneau Ferry and Navigation Company began carrying passengers between Juneau and Douglas Island. The operation continued until the completion of the Douglas Bridge in 1935.

	  
	  
	1917
	All saloons in the Territory of Alaska closed their doors at midnight under a new Alaska law.

	  
	  
	1947
	The merger of Skinner and Eddy Corporation and the Alaska Steamship Company was announced.

	  
	  
	1975
	U.S. District Judge James Von der Heydt banned large-scale timbercutting throughout Alaska.

	 
 
	
	


